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XJH it remembered, that on the twenty firft day of June, ixk the 
)f -';r of our Lurd eighteen hundred aad iii^in tht thirtieth ye«r of cbe 
fntlfpcndenct' of the United Stairs of America, Daniel Oliver, ClerkyOf 
lh^- faid dilUit'AJiM depofited in thia office the title o£a book, the Hg'ht 
whereof he cliints ns proprietor in the words ftallowxqg, to wit's Nine 
Difcourfcs on Baptifm, Water Baptifm, Jolm*i Bafitifiiif ChriAiaa' 
h iptiini, r)«*Iievrr's BuptiC-n, Intant Baf>tirm, Beh'eriD{( Fuenti and their 
Ch'idr'Ti tn Covenant with Cod, Being Buried with Chrift Ul Baptiiin 
illurir.::til, to which is aiinczcJ Mn. Jackfon's confelfioa**— Bofloo t 
Print* d by David CarhUc, No. Court Street, 1(K>6. — In conforuMy tT> 
tbf* At\ of the Coogreli of the United States, eAtitled« ** An A€l for the 
ci^-Tiir:i^emeut of learning, by fecuringfhe copios of Maps, Charts, »d 
ikHik^, lo the authors :aid proprietors c»f fuch copies, during the times 
ti>orein Tncntioned iind adCb to an AA> entitled, ** An Ai6t ftipplemeo- 
te.:^ to hh Ail, ejii*itlcd, An ASt for the encouragement of learning, by 
(rr jrin^ ihe copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the authors and 
pniprietcrs c<f fuch copies, diu-ing the tiine;^ therein mentioned; and ca* 
(ending (ho bcndirs thereof to the arts of defigning, engraving and etch* 
«ag hi(toric-ii, und other prints.'* 

M^n-^*. ri^^«... ^ Clerk of the Diftrick 
lUnKAi. CKKWAX.,^ «j MaEachttfetti. 
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and Mafter. There is reafon to fuppcfe, that tl 
rite was uniformly obferved by all profcffors 
chriftianity, in the age immediately fucceeding tl 
apoftles, and therefore had the fanftion of bo 
apoftolic inftruftions and praftice. It is believe 
that the early hiftory of the church does not poi 
to a time when it was confidered as a novelty, < 
when the propriety and necefGty of the ordinan 
were called in quefrion. 

The nature and defign of this fervice have be 
varioufly explained, and without doubt grcfsly m 
taken and perverted in fubfequeut periods. In o 
times, not only the mode and fubjcfts, but even t i 
obligation, and ufe of the ordinance, have becoi 
matters of difpute with fome, who niun« the nai i 
of Chrift, There are thofe who contend agai 
forms with a precife formality ; and there are o V. 
ers who fcem to think pofitive duties of no val\ 
becaufe moral duties are fuperior ; and fome ha 
probably been led to difparage rites altogeth* 
from difguft at the abufes attending them. 

Different fefts in modern times have maintain 
that baptifni with water was not commanded 
Chrift ; and that though it was adminiftered by t 
apoftles and firft minifters of the church, yt-t th 
did not confider it as a gofpel ordinarce, but a; 
cerc'Tiv^ny to be ufed or neglefted according 

difcretion. Hence they have inferred, that 
b. ra be lawful, yet it is not required. One f 
r; s to account it a Jewifti carnal icrdinan 
' -.. isabolifhed. Another talk of there hci 

. .2 chriftian baptifm, that of the Holy Ghv 
ftr?, at thc^ fame time admitting that if a 

. . ■ water baptifm, either by fpriukling or i 



m^Tlion, for themfelves or their infants, they may 
[ ^ gratified. In the following difcourfe we fiiall 
• empt to (how that baptifm with water is a Jiand^ 
• ordinance of the gofpeL All unbaptized perfons 
luld be baptized in teftimony of their faith, en- 
cements, and privileges as chriftians. The quef- 
n of the right of children to this rite, and of the 
)de of adminiftering it, is not now to be confid* 
id. The text has refpeft to a fentiment of thofe 
lo decry the rite in queftion, viz. that baptifm 
1 the fpirit is all which is meant by baptifm in the 
3w Teftament. From this paflage it appears, that 
t Dugh the defcent of the fpirit, or fpiritual bap- 
m had preceded, yet the apoftle Peter alleges 
;.is as. a reafon for baptizing with water after- 
irds. 

1 . The firft clafs of argument in fupport of the 
\. uverfal and perpetual obligation of this praftice 
. - derived from Chrift's commiffion to his apoftles. 

Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing 
I* em in the name of the Father and of the Son 
. id of the Holy Ghoft, teaching them to obferve 

1 things whatfoever I have commanded you# 

• nd lb ! I am with you always even unto the end 

f the world." 

Here we fay is the inftltution of water baptifm 
i y Jefus Chrift ; a general account of its meaning 
lad defign j and a ftrong intimation of il:s perpet- 
i:al obligation. Here our Lord exprefsly appoints 
riiat water fliall in a folemn manner be applied to 
r»elievers. The apoftles are not only to teach or 
lifciple, but to baptize j and to baptize in the paf~ 



^ Matthew, ixviii. 19, 20. 
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fage under confulcration, muft m::in to iv.ake an * 
application of water. Tliouj^h wiiur is not ex- i 
prefbly mentioned in th- coniiiiiiilor., there is not 
the loaft reafcn to c-oubt that it wi\s : nded. 
Words arc always to be taken in iheir literal, prop- 
er, common, and f;bvI(.-LJs fijruiricntior, unlcfs they 
be otherwii'e explained, or unh.fs fome good reafon 
appear for underftantiioi; them othvrwife. Now 
it is certain that the hteral, proper, common, and 
obvious fi^;nificatipn of baplifm is a wetting, bath- 
ing, or ofpei fing with v ater. There is no necefli- 
ty, there io no ground for affixing a different 
meaning to it in the paffage before us. It would 
be contrary to all the approved rules of interpreta- 
tion — it wv^uld confound the meaning of language, 
and render it ufelels to any purj^ofe of inftruftioni 
V7h^re bantifm is ufcd with relation to the defcent 
cf the Holy Spirit, ii is ufed in a figurative fenfe, 
and the Holy Spirit is exprefsly mentioned. That 
the apoftlcs tnuji have underftood Chrill in his 
commiliion to intend water baptifm, may be infer- 
red from the received and general fenfe of the 
word ; and from the circumftance, that during the 
whole term of his perfonal miniftry, they had prac- 
tifed baptifm with water.* That they did under- 
ftand him to intend this baptifm is evident from 
their fubfequent condufit ; for in purfuance of his * 
commahds, they proceeded to baptize all their con- 
• erts. This commiflion, therefore, contains an in- 
jii'idlion of the Author and Finifher of our faith, 
? . vered to his firft ambaffadors, to apply water to 
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h?ard the [^ofp:!, not only to believe it, but to tef- 
tify their b:*lief by fubmitiing to this application. 
What is fald thus far may be allowed, and yet the 
perpetuiiy of the rite be deniod. To fliow that it 
was not to be a cuftom peculiar to the apoftolic 
age, we may draw arguments from the charaftcr 
of Chrifl: as a divine tcacho;r of the world, from 
the nature and ufe of the aft to be done, and from 
the very language of the comm.ifli.^n to the apoftles. 
Is there not ground for the following remarks ? 

Jefus Chrifl: was fei:t of God to promulgate a di- 
vine difpenfation of religion to mankind, to deliver 
dodrines of univerfal concern, to enjoin laws of 
univerfal obligation. All his injundions mufl be 
underftood to be univerfally binding, unlefs he 
Jiimfelf fee fit in fome way to limit them, or fo" 
what in the nature of the things or circumft? , 
of the injunction limits th;:m. This general , 
ciple is true, not only of his moral precepts, 
other precepts, peculiar to himfelf and his re 
Thus, for inftancg, the directions arid pro. 
which he delivered concerning offering prayei 
God in the name of Chrift, though addreffed 
reclly to his immediate followers, without any e 
prefs mention made of his future difciples^yet hav 
been underftood by all chriftians as obligatory on 
themfelves, and a fufficient foundation for their 
praftice." Were nothinc; faid by Chrift, intima- 
ting that not only b' ■ immediate ambaffadors, but 
all his minifters in ail future times fhould adminif. 
ter baptifm to believers ; and that all believers in 
fu^ceeding ages fliould afk and receive it, it would 
ftii 1 our duty to inquire whether any thing in 
the nature or circumftances of tb.e mymO^OTs^^c^^ 
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fined it to the perfons, to whom it was firft defiv- 
ered. Now the reafons on which baptifm is found- 
ed are common to all ages. 

This ordinance was direfted to be given and re- 
cieved in or into the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Ghoft, and in the name of 
Jefus Chrift ; i. e. in token and acknowledgment 
of our relation to them, and their relation to us j 
and particularly as a fign that we look upon our- 
felves as the difciples of Jefus Chrift, obliged to 
I- ' an to his dodtrine, to follow his inftruQiions, 
•J : obey his commandments ; and that we de- 
' : « I have an intereft in his mediation. The 
: of Chrilt's commiffion to his apoftles repre- 
i . : ? iptifm as a folemn initiation-^to the chrif- 
. - : ofeffion J and all its engagements and privi- 
Other paffages teach that it* typifies in i 
; ar manner the neceffity of moral purity and 
ifnefs. * " "Chrift gave himfelf for the 
: ; . that he might fandify and cleanfe it with the 
of water by the word*^ Thefe are moral 
. ! *^he ceremony not confined to any age of the 
\ \ i " » i.* As all perfons of all times are interefted 
' . ae regards to the Father, Son, and Holy 
r '^vprcife the feith, and truft, to 
11 .. . * v., . " th^t belong to chrif- 
.ro t[i, .1... ' ■ '''^d in - ''/hich 

the wora;> ^ . »;ij*v/ ...>^ .ae 

. ion of the obfervance I- /, ''^^ t u - ^ 
ng in its nature, or the circumitaiiv.^. ^ i 
■ to limit it, we have reafon to think it intenct- 
be perpetuaL 
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On the other hand, the words ftrongly intimate 
that it fhould be continued. They enjoin upoH 
thofe to whom they are addrefled two afts, that of 
teaching or making difciples, and that of baptizing* 
They contain an encouragement to thefe ferviccs, 
which is the promife of the prefence of the Re- 
deemer to the end of the world. The duration of 
the duties is to be fuppofed coeval with the dura- 
ti6n of the promife. This conftruftion is confirm- 
ed by the very general terms of the diredion in 
ft'Iark, xvi. 15, 16. " And he faid unto them. Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the gofptl to ev- 
ery creature. He that belicveth and is baptized, 
fhall be faved ; but he that belicveth not fliall be 
damned/* We cannot think that baptifm would 
be mentioned, in fuch a connexion, as an aft necef- 
fiiry to exprefs and accompany faith, uulefs it were 
important, and required to be obferved by all be- 
lievers. 

2. The praftice of baptifm with water by the 
apoftles, during the Lord's perfonal miniftry, af- 
fords arguments in favour of the ordinance in quef- 
tion, John, iii. 22. After thefe things came Jefus 
and his difciples into the land of Judea, and there 
he tarried with them and baptized, iv. 1 , 2, 3. 
When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharifees 
had heard that Jefus made and baptized more dif- 
ciples than John ; though Je.ur. himfelf baptized 
not, but his difciples, he left Judea and departed 
».^ain into Galilee. Chrift is faid to do what the 
apoftles did, becaufu they afted by his diro£t:om 
Had cur Lord no defif^n in (hh ? It mult pioba- 
bly have been intended to be iatroduftory to chrif- 
tian baptifm. 
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S. Another proof is taken from John, iii. 5* 
compared with verfe 26 of the fame chapter. 

Jefus anfwered, verily, verily, I fay unto thee, ex- 
cept a m^n be bom of water and of the fpirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven." As if 
he 'had faid to the Jewifli ruler, " you muft have 
new principles and a new charafter, and in token 
of your converfion be baptized with water, in or- 
der to become a regular member of my kingdom." 
In the fame chapter, v. 26, it appears that they wha 
^received Jefus as the Saviour were baptized. 

4. The doftrine of this difcourfe is confirmed 
by thofe numerous paffages which dire&ly or 
' impliedly fpeak of baptifm by water, as a 
(landing ordinance in the fpiritual religion of 
Jefus Chrift, according to apoftolic praftice. 
Rom. vi. 4. V7e are buried with him by baptifm. 
Ephe. iv. 5. One baptifm. Col. ii. 12. juried 
with him in baptifm. Heb. vi. 2. Do^rine of bap-- 
tifnu. 1 Pet. iii. 21. Baptifm doth now fave us. 
Afts, ii. 38. Be baptized every one of you. Eve ry 
ONE OF YOU. 4lft verfe. They that gladly received 
his word were baptized, viii. 12. They were bap- 
iized both nun and women. No distinction of 
SEX AS IN CIRCUMCISION. 13th verfe, Simon be^ 
lievsd and was baptized. 1 6th verfe^ Only they were 
baptized in the name of Jefus. 38th verfe. Here is 
watr-^ t doth hinder to be baptized ? 3Sth verfe, 
.< 'zedhim^ ix. 8. Saul receivedjighf, and 

:s baptized, x. 47. Can any forbid 
^d not be baptized ? 4i%i\iveYk. Peter 
.V tbem to be baptized. Commanded. 
XVI. 15. Lydia was baptized and her houfehild. 
33d verfe, The Jailor was baptized^ he and all hjs^ 
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Jtral^hiway. xviii. 8. Many of the Corinthians be* 
lievedy and were baptized, xix. 5. And when 
they heard this J they were baptized, xxii. 16. Arife 
md be baptized^ and wajb away thy Jim. Rom. vi. 
8. Were baptized intoJefus. 1 Cor. L 16. I hap-' 
tized the houjehold of Stepbanus. x. ii. And were 
all baptized unto Mofes in the cloud, xv. 29.* Elfe 
what Jhall they doj that are baptized for the dead? 
Gal. iii. 27. As many as have been baptized. Thefe 
are fome of the principal places in the New-Tef- 
tament, where baptifm and baptize are ufed : and 
they all mean the ordinance of water baptifm, 
or allude to the ufe of it, as a Jlandint ordinance. 
Other paiTages, which do not aflert, plainly allude 
to water baptifm. Tit. iii. 15. " Not by works 
of righteoufnefs, which we have done, but accord- 
ing to his mercy, he faved us by the wafhing (or 
lover) of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Ghoft." Rom. 6. 4. " We are buried with him 
by baptifm." The apoftle has this exhortation to 
chriftians, " Having our hearts fprinkled from an 
evil confcience, and our bodies wafhed with pure 
water, let us hold faft the profeifion of our feith 
without wavering." 

5. The apo ftles were unanimous in adminif- 
tering baptifm as an appointment of their Lord and 
mailer after he had afcended.^ They baptized all 
their converts without one exception, that we canfind 
on facred record. Afts, ii. 38. ii. 1. They positive- 
ly commanded their converts to receive the ordi- 
nance. A&s, X. 48. " And he commanded them 
to be baptized in the name of the Lof d Jefus.** Is 
it reafonable to fuppofe that all the apostles in all 
parts of the world, among Jews and Gentiles^ iaall 
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ized, but becaufe in their divided ftate, and tl 
wicked and foolilh contefts al^uut dilFerent teach 
this p-:ople might fay he baptized in his ( 
n^^ip. as the h^.ad of a party. 

A' ' . jV iin's baptifin, Paul thought that thi 
v/rn haa received it, ought yet to be baptize( 
the name of Chrift. Afts, xix. The apoftles 
miniftered no other baptifnx than that which Ch 
inftituted. 

4. To fuppofe that the apoftles baptized w 
out any warrant, in compliance with the prejud 
and inclinations of the Jews, is to fuppofe foj 
thin^ againft fcripture and reafon, for it appc 
contmually in this hiftory, that they did baptize 
the name of Jefus Chrifi^ by his autfiority and \ 
rant. Moreover, the moft exprefs inftancej 
water baptifm, mentioned in fcripture, were 
Gentiles who had not been accuftomed to 
water baptifms praftifed amon^ the Jews, a^d 1 
no previous biaffes or partialities upgn the fubi 
When the Jews were baptized on the day off 
tecoft, it was not done in condefcenfion to tl 
defires, but in confequence of the exhortation 
Peter. The fame may be obferved of the Gend 
who were baptized at the houfe of Cornelius 

Other objeftions againft the perpetuity of 1 
rite are taken from our Lord's wafliing the di 
pies* feet and direftin^ them to do it to each otl 
from Paul's circumcifing Timothy, St. James 
refting that the fick be anointed with oil — and 
decrees of the firft apoftolic council at Jerufal< 

In refped to the firft circumflance, it was an 
ample not of a particular ad to be performed, 
of a fpirit and temper to be exercifed and difpla; 



by alh Could it be fliown that wafliing one an- 
other's feet, of which Chrift gave an example and 
command to his apoftles, would be as ufeful in all 
ages and places as it was then in Judea, that it was 
underftoodin a ftrift and literal fenfc, and prac- 
tifed immediately and conftantly by them and their 
fuccelfors, and delivered to the church as a com- 
mand, we might think ourfelves obliged to regard 
wafliing one another's feet as a ftated duty of our 
religion. 

- Paul's circumcifing Timothy was diiSated by a 
reafon peculiar to the times. The ordinance of . 
circumcifion was not then declared to be abolifhed j 
and Timothy, born ef a Jew^ might well fubmit to - 
the rite, in order to aid his reception with the 
Jews. The anointing the Jick in the name of the 
Lord was an appointment for their miraculous cure. 
But the age of miracles has pafled away. The de* 
cree of the famous apoftolic council at Jerufalem 
was adapted to the cafe and circumftances of the 
Gentiles at the time, excepting one article of a 
moral nature. 

Let us make an improvement of the doftrine 
here mentioned. 

Our firft duty is to direft our ferious attention 
to the defigns and ufes of this ordinance. It has 
been a&med to be a vain and unprofitable obferv- 
ance. Did Jefus Chrift impofe on his church a 
ufelefs and abfurd rite ? It is inftruftive and bene- 
ficial, as it teaches us our finfulnefs, our need of re- 
newal— «as it brings to our view the objefts of our 
faith, love, fear, and hope ; and as it implies our 
engagements and vows to "live the lives we live in 
the flefii by the faith of the Son of God.'' Let us 
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learn to confider this appointment with refped and 
gratitude ; for it teaches us by a ftriking fign feme 
of the mod important dodtrines, truths, and duties 
of our reUgion. 

2. Who are the proper fubjefts of this baptifm, 
will be a intter of inquiry in another place. Gen- 
erally it is to be received by all who oonfefs that 
Jefus is the Chriil ; who avow belief in his reli- 
gion, and give credible evidence of iincerity in their 
profeffion, that they are the real difciples of Chrift. 
Such perfons may enjoy the rite for themfelves and 
their infant feed. 

S. With regard to the mode of adminiftering 
the ordinance of baptifm. It is the application of 
water in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghoft, or in compliance with the 
command of Chrift. This is eifential to chriftian 
baptifm, which being once performed is not to be 
repeated to fatisfy the miftaken notions of baptized 
perfons.* 

♦ Some perfons who have once received baptifm have 
exprefled a wifh to receive it again and been urgent in their 
application. There is nothing in the nature of the ordi- 
nance or the terms in which it is prefcribed, favourable to 
the opinion that baptifm is ever to be repeated. It is a 
form of initiation into Chrift's church, though vicious 
mefnbers are to be caft out of the church, there is no inti- 
mation given in the fcriptures that when fo admitted they 
are to be baptized again^ 2 Cor. ii. 68. Baptifm is an 
outward fign of being in covenant with God ; a token of 
obligation on the pertons who have received it to fulfil the 
conditions of this covenant and to obey the whole law of 
God, when it is once performed according to the prefcribed 
rules all its outward effects take place> baptifm is good and. 
is not to be renewed, 

•* One of the ends of baptifm, obferves Dr. Burnet, is 
tbat we are all ba/>iized intQ 9ne bod^^ we are vnadt memL«ri one 
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4. Would prove ourfelves the true difciples 
of Chrift, let us feel and teftify an unihaken at-> 
tachment to all divine inftitutions. We fhould ef- 
teem them. We fhould love them. We fliould 
conftantly and diligently attend upon them. Ordi- 
nances are the helps to falvation, pijpvided by a 
wife and gracious God. Their appomtment dif- 
plays his love and grace, his goodnefs and patience, 
his wifdom and condefcenfion. L^t our eye be to 
God, to blefs and fandiiy to m all the means of 
religion,'which he has ordained. 

^an9tb€r^\ Cor. zii. IS; We are stdmitted: to thefocietf 
m cl^iiftians, and to all the rights and privile|{es of tbat 
body, which is the church. And in order to this, the out« 
"ward action of baptlfm when re^larly gone about is fuf- 
ficient ; a fecond end of baptifm is internal and fpiritaal, it 
reptefenu regeneration, Tit. iii. 5. our being dead to fixi, 
9fid buried with Chriii and our being rifen and qukiemd 
vitH him and made ahvi to God, Rom. vi. Col. ii. It is a 
juft and natural diftin^kion to fay that the outward effiefts of 
baptifm follow it as 6utwardly performed ; but' that the 
inward effe6^s of it follow upon the inward ads. This 
di£Ference is to be obferved between inward afts and out- 
ward adions, that when the outward action is rightly per- 
formedy the baptifm mull be confidered good ; and not to 
be renewed, but if any oiif has been wanting in the inward 
afts, thofe may and muft be afterwards renewed or e:<erted 
and the want made up by repentance and obedience.'' 

It may be proper to fubjoin the following remarks,' at 
tp t^e nes^y of baptifm, fome feem to have hud too great 
a ftrefs upon it, as if it were abfolutely necoiFary in order to 
fidyation, grounding their argument chiefly on John iii. 5. 
Mark xvi. 16. Neverthclefs it will be readily allowed that 
for any to abftain from baptiixn, when he knows or haft 
fiifiicient means to know that it i» an inflttution of ChriCb, 
aad that it is the will of Chrift that he fhould fubjed himfelf 
to it, in fuch an ad of difobedience to his authority, as i« 
kicoQilAcnt wkb true faidi." 
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5. It is the duty of all people to be qualified to 
enjoy the ordinance of baptifm. AH parents fhould 
fee that they lofe no time, to enjoy it for themfelves, 
if unbaptized, and for their children. What is re* 
quired of you, dear friends, is to feek and know 
God; to defive, to know,and do your chriftian duty ; 
and to honour your Maker and Redeemers the ap- 
pointed ways. Give yourfelves no reft, till you 
have obtained reafonable evidence that you are 
meet for gofpel ordinances. It is a mournful 
thought, tti^t fo many live in the total negleA of 
this edifying and holy facrament of baptifm. Ei- 
ther they do not feek to know the will of God, or 
knowing, they difregard it. Unbaptized children ! 
Unbaptized parents ! Unbaptized youth ! Do not 
contenm or poftpone a compliance with your chriC- 
tian obligations. Behold now is the accepted 
time ; now is the day of falvation. Today if ye 
will hear his voice ; there may be no morrow for 
you ; no more time— no more feafons of grace* • 

6. From what hath been faid, let all who 
have enjoyed the ordinance of baptifm, feel the 
facred bonds thereof, and feek divine grace to 
enable them to live up to their baptifmal vows. 
Let parents who have come forward and had 
baptifm for their Children, and have devoted them, 
rfierein. to God, to be his, and for him, bring them 
up in the ways of Religion— teach them to pray— 
and pray witn, and for them in their houfes in- 
6tru& and govern them for God — ^fet a pious ex- 
ample before them— and teach them their baptif- 
mal dedication— the meaning and import of it, as 
above explained, and as a peculiar privilege binding 
tbem to be die IiOrd*s.— And let fucb parents, hr^ 
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ther examine their own hearts and ways, and fee if 
they gave up their Children, in the baptifmal dedi- 
cation, in outward appearance only, or in sincerity 
andln truth, hoping and trufting in God's mercy 
and truth for them. — And let parents who never 
prepared theniselvcs to bring their Children to God 
in baptifm, when they look on their ' dear infent 
Sock, feel a deep fcnfe of their fm, in the negleft 
of their duty to them : and fo pity^ and /§ love 
them, as to come forward, and give them up to 
God in baptifm. — and let unbaptized youth realize 
their duty, and never give themfelves rest, till they 
have dedicated themcel \res to God, in his covenant 
and baptifmal inftitation, to be his in life) his in 
deaths and his for ever. 



AMEN. 



N. B. The foregoing difcourfe is chiefly ^dMvei 
from two Sermons rf Nathan Perkins^ D. D. e»- 
titledy " Bapiifm by water mt a piece of fuperftition; 
but appointed by Jefus Cbriji^* and a DifaUrfe m 
the Bivine In/litution of Water Baptifm^ ay MasEi 
Hmmmenhtat^ D. Hi 
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SERMON I 



ACTS, XVIII. 25. 



Knowing only the baptism of JoHNr 



Ips, who was one of the greateft teachers in the 
fchool of John the Baptift. This mode of expref- 
fion imports his imperfeft acquaintance with the 
dodrines and inftitutions of the gofpel. It places 
him back, in a time when lofs perfect notions of 
chriftianity prevailed. He needed mor^inftruc- 
tion, in order to be completely furniflied for preach- 

' ing the gofpeL When, therefore, Aquila and 
Prifcilla perceived his ignorance, " they took hiiii 
unto them, and expounded unto him the way of 
God more perfeftly." ApoUos theh knew only 
the dodrine and baptifm of John. Hence we con- 
clude, that John's baptifm belonged to a difpenfa« 
tion lefs perfeft than the chriflian difpenfation. 

The principal inquiry is, what was the defign of 
John's baptifm ? Are we to confider it a chriftiaa 
ordinance, or a Jewifli rite ? Shall we place it un- 
der tlie gofpel, or the legal difpenfation f In order 
to take a proper 'View of the fubjeft, it muft be ob* 

I^Cerved, that die difciples of Clvrift.^ Mtifii'^T 




was faid of the eloquent Apol- 
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re£Bon, adminiftered baptifm. I now propofe to 
conlider John's baptifm, and the baptifm ufed by 
the difciples of our Lord. 

It will firft be made to appear, that John's bap- 
tifm, and that of the difciples under our Lord's di- 
reftion, were defigned to anfwer the fame purpofe. 
In doing this, let us pay -particular attention to the 
character and preaching of John, and alfo to the 
preaching of the difciples, who were fent out to 
preach- during our Lord's miniftry. The charac- 
ter given of John, in the prophets, is that of a fore- 
runner of Chrift. It was foretold, that John ftould 
be fent to prepare the way of Chrift. Ifaiah, xl. S, 
** The voice of him that crieth in the wildemefs, 
prepare ye the way of the Lord, make ftraight in 
the defert a high way for our God." When John 
came, the firft words which he uttered, were, " Re- 
pent ye : for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand." 
The principal defi^ of Johh's preaching was to 
give notice of the immediate approach of the Mef- 
fiah ; to inform the Jewifh nation, that Chrift ^Was 
at hand, and to prepare the people to receive him. 
Such was the grejtt Redeemer, and fueh was his 
divine tniilion, that a forerunner was necelTary to 
proclaim his imtnediate approach. This informa- 
tion was fuitable to prepare the people to receive 
him. Luke, i. 76, 77, " And thou, child, (John) 
flialt be called the prophet of the higheft : for thou 
fhalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his 
ways ; to give knowledge of falvation unto his 
people by tne remiffion of their fins." 

John's preaching was chiefly defigned to pre- 
p pare the Jewifli nation for the reception of Chrift. 
The twelve and the feventy difciples were fent 
forth upon a fimilar errand. The directions 
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which our Lord gave the twelve difciples are found 
in Matthew, x. 5, 6, 7, " Thele twelve Jefus fent 
forth, and commanded them, faying, go not into 
the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the 
Samaritans enter ye not : but go rather to the loft 
iheep of,the houfe of Ifrael. And as ye go, preachy 
faying, the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.*' The 
commiliion, which our Lord gave to the feventy 
difciples is found in Luke, x, 1 — 1 1, " After thele 
things the Lord appointed other feventy alfo, and 
fisnt them two and two before his face into every 
city and place whither he himfelf would come.** 
And among other things, which he gave in charge 
to^them, he direfted them to fay, The kingdon* 
of God is come nigh unto you/* 

The particular direftions which our Lord gave 
to the feventy difciples clearly difcover the princi- 
pal defign of their miffion. They were fent, two- 
and two, before the face of Chrirt, into every city 
and place which he intended to vifit.. They were 
required to go before the Saviour, and give notice 
of his coming, that all the peoph? might be in rea- 
dinefs to receive him. This was the (^bjeft con- 
^ tiemplated in John's preaching. lame may be 

faid of the preaching of the twelve difciples. Chrift 
laid to them, Matthew, x. " But when they 
perfecute you in this city, flte ye uito another ; for 
verily I fay unto you, ye ihall not have gone over 
the cities of Ifrael, till the Son of man be come.** 
The lajiguage of Chrift to his difciples, on this oc- 
cafion, was this when you preach in one city^ 
and they begin to perfecute you, do not ftay tO' 
contend with theirx, but flee to another place ; for" 
your time is ftiort to make me fufliciently known. 
iQjhe cities of Ifrael. 



C 10 ] 



John, and the difciples of our Lord, were employ- 
ed in giving information to the Jewifh nation, that 
Chrift was at hand, and would foon ereft the Gof- 
pel kingdom. John proclaimed a Meffiah about to 
come. The difciples of Chrift proclaimed a Mef- 
fisdi already come, who would foon appear among 
the people. John publifhed his meflage and ceal- 
ed. At, or near the clofe of John's miniftry, the 
difciples began their miifion. The preaching of 
John and that of the difciples united in one defign. 
The conclufion is, that as John and the difciples 
Were fent out for like purpofes, fo John's baptifm 
and that of the difciples were ufed for the fame 
end. 

Nothing, perhaps, exhibits more fully the in^ 
portant nuffion of our Lord than the preparations 
made for his reception. John was fent to give no- 
tice of his coming, and introduce him to his pub- 
lic miniftry. The twelve and the feventy difciples 
were commiffioned to go forth, two and two, and 
communicate the interefting tidings, that the Mef- 
fiah had come, and would foon mike his appear- 
ance, in the cities of Krael. 

As, therefore, the preaching of John and that of 
the difciples united in defign, it is highly probable, 
that John's baptifm and that which the difciples 
ufed, in the time of our Lord's miniftry, were de- 
figned to anfwer the fame purpofe, or rather were 
the fame kind of baptifm. 

The principal inquiry yet remains; is John's 
baptifm to be placed under the Chriftian, or Jew- 
ifh difpenfation ? Before I proceed to examine 
this queftion, let me confider the inftance of John's 
baptizing Chrift. While John was baptizing the 
Jews^ Jefus came to him and prefented htmfeu for 
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baptiftn. Matthew, iii. 13, 14, 15, Then cometh 
Jefus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be 
baptized of him : but John forbad him, faving, I 
have need to be baptized of thee, and comelt thou 
to me ? And Jefus anfwering faid unto him, fuflfer 
it to be fo now ; for thus it becometh us to fulfil 
adl righteoufnefs. Then he fuffered him." 

It feems that when Jefus offered to be baptized 
by John, John would have modeftly declined that 
honour, faying unto Jefus, I have need rather to be 
baptized by you, than you to be baptized by me, 
that is, in other words, you are by much the greater 
perfon. - I can baptize with water only ; but you 
fliall baptize your difciples with the Holy Ghoft. 
I have lins to repent of, and be cleanfed from } 
whereas you are entirely without fin, and confe- 
quently you can have no need of the baptifm of re- 
pentance for the remiifion of fins. For thefe smd 
the like reafons, the honour feems too high for me. 
Unto John Jefus replied, " Suffer it to hefo now.'* 
I did not come to defire baptifm of you without a 
divine direction. I acknowledge what you allege 
is, in general, true. I am your fuperior, and am 
without fin ; but it is my Father's good pleafure, 
that as Aaron, the high prieft, was confecrated by 
the prophet Mofes, fo I ffiould, in this manner, and 
by you, as an extraordinary prophet, be introdiiced 
to my miniftry as Meffiah. Whatever I know to 
be the will of my Father, I am ready to perform $ 
and fo ought you to be ready to do alfo. For thus 
it becometh us to fulfil all righteoufnefs ; that is, 
not to comply with every moral duty only, but 
every pofitive inftitution dfo, or every appoint- 
ment of God. Then John fubmitted, and confent- 
ed to do what Jefus defired of him^ 
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If it fliould be objefted, that the baptifm of John 
was the baptifm of repentance for the remiffion of 
fms, and that as Jefus had never committed any 
fin, he could have no occafion for the baptifm of 
repentance, nor for the remiffion of fins. Why 
then did Jefus go and defire tlie baptifm of John ? 
or why did he not acquiefce, when John would 
have declined baptizing him ? In anfwer to this 
objeaiori it might be replied, that the fame divine 
inftitution m*^y, to perfons in different circumftan- 
ces, anfwer different ends ahd purpofes. Here let 
it be carefully obferved, 

1. That the baptifm of Chrift by John was not 
defigned to manifeft his repentance. When Johit 
adminiftered baptifm to the Jews, their baptifm 
fignified repentance. " I indeed baptize you with- 
water unto repentance." Take away the idea of 
repentance, and you take away the principal, if not 
the only defign of John's baptifm, when the Jews- 
were the fubjefts of it. But no repentance was^ 
intended to be manifefted in the baptifm of Chrift: 
hy John. For Chrift was not a fmner. Hebrews,, 
vii. 26, " Who is holy, harmlefs, undefiled, fepa- 
rate from fmncrs,*' — 1 Peter, ii. 22, " Who did? 
no fin, neither was guile found in his mouth." 

When Chrift offered up his life a facrifice, he 
was without fin. Hebrews ix. 14, Who through- 
the eternal Spirit offered himfelf without fpot to- 
God.** Baptifm then was not applied to Chrift, for 
the fame purpofe for which it was applied to the 
people of Ifrael. In them it fignified their repen- 
tance. In Chrift it fignified no repentance. 

2. Neither did Chrift receive baptifm from 
John, as a token of his being walhed from fin,. 
Baptifm, under thegofpel difpenfation,.is exprvffive. 
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of a man's being cleanfed from fin. So it k un- 
derftood in the words of Ananias to Paul, Ads, xx» 
16, Arife and be baptized, and waft away thy 
fins.'' But it is certain^ that Chrifl did not receire 
baptifm for this purpofe. He could not ; for he 
had no fin to wafii. away. He, who was pure, 
could not be wafhed from fin ; nor was it poifible 
tliat he (hould receive a token of being waihed 
from fin. The baptifm of Chrift by John was ufed 
for a diflferent purpofe, than baptifm was intended 
to exprefs, when either Jews under the legal, or 
believers under the gofpel difpenfation were the 
fubje^ls of it. 

3. Neither did Chrift fubmit to be baptized by 
John, as an example to the Jewifh nation, or be- 
lievers among the Gentiles. Chrift was a great 
and fhining example to the Jewifh nation, in all his 
addons which are imitable. He is an example to 
all believers, in all ages of the world, as far as his 
practice was defigned for imitation. But in the in* 
ftance of his fubmitting to be baptized by John, he 
was not a pattern for the people of Ifrael to follow ; 
nor is his baptifm by John an example of imitation 
to believers under the gofpel. Had Chrift defign- 
ed that his baptifm by John fhould have bf^n an 
example of imitation to the Jews, he would prob- 
ably have fubmitted to it at a much earlier period 
than he did. John had almoft finiflied his minif- 
try, when our Lord was baptized. John had bap- 
tized almoft all the people, who received his bap- 
tifm at all, before Jefus came to him to be baptized. 
Jefus was among the laft, who received baptifm by 
John. Luke, iii. 21, " Now when all the people 
were baptized, it came to pafs, that Jefus alfo beia^ 
baptized, and j^traying, the Iveweik o^^^^a^r 
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Chrift did not defign to lead the JewHh natioik 
down the banks of Jordan, in imitation of his bap^ 
tifm ; for he came to John too late, to fuppofe that 
he meant his baptifm as an example to the Jews. 
The greater part of the people, who fubmitted to 
John's baptifm, had been baptized before Chrift 
came to John. 

Neither could Chrift, in his baptifm by John, 
mean to be followed by believers, in gofpcl times. 
For his baptifm did not import the fame thing, nor 
was it ufed for the fame purpofe, for which bap- 
tifm is ufed by chriftians. If the mode of admin- 
iftration was the fame in John's time, as it was a& 
terwards, it was defigned for diflFerent purpofes in 
Chrift, from what it was in chriftians ; and there- 
fore it became virtually another, and a different 
rite. 

No man can fubmit to chriftian baptifm, in imita-. 
tion of Chrift's baptifm by John, if regard be had to 
the things fignified by Chrift's baptifm. For no 
inftance of baptifm among men, can in any cafe, 
mean the fame thing, which Chrift's baptifm- 
meant. There being nothing fignified in Chrift's 
baptifm, which is fignified in chriftian baptifm. 
Thereftti-e following Chrift, in his baptifm, is totally 
without foundation. 

4. Chrlft's baptifm by John was a conformity 
to fome law, which had refpeft to that occafion 
only. When Jcfus came to John, he faid to him, 
Suffer it to be fo now ; for thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteoufnefs. Fulfilling of righteoufnefs 
muft have refpeft to fome law already in exiftence* 
And Chrift, in fubmitting to be baptized by John,, 
fulfilled righteoufnefs, or conformed to fome di- 
vine rule* But .the righteoufnefs, which was per* 



I 15 3 

formed, in Chrift's baptifin by John, had refpeft to 
what pafled between John and Chrift at that time. 
It was confined to that occafion. Whether this 
righteoufnefs is imilable by men will be determin- 
ed, when it is coniidered what divine rule was 
brought into ufe in the baptifm of Chrift by John. 
Therefore, 

5. Chrift's baptifm by John muft be confidered 
as his obedience to divine appointment, in refpeft 
to the inauguration of the priefthood. To obey a 
pofitive, or inftrumental precept, is fulfilling right- 
eoufnefs, no lefs than obeying a moral command.- 
It was the fpecial command of God, that Aaron 
and his fons fliould be confecrated to office, by 
wafliing with water, or baptifm. Exodus, xxix, 4, 

And Aaron and his fons thou fhalt bring unto 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and 
flialt wafh them with water.** See alfo Exodus, 
XXX. 18, 19, 20, 21, concerning the mode of wafh- 
ing. The hands and the feet were to be waflied 
with water. Mofes, an extraordinary prophet, by 
God's diredion was defignated to perform the in- 
augural fervices at Aaron's confecration. John, an 
extraordinary prophet, was by divine authority de- 
fignated to introduce Jefus to his miniftry, by bap- 
tizing him. Jefus had now arrived to that period 
of life, at which the priefts, under the le^al difpen- 
fation, might be confecrated to the fervice of the 
fanftuary. It was the command of God, that no 
prieft, under the law, fliould enter on his public 
miniftry till he was^^thirty years old. Numbers, iv. 
23, From thirty years old and upward until fifty 
years old fhalt thou number them ; all that enter in 
to perform !|ie fervice, to do the work in tKe. ^-ife'^x- 
nacle of the congregation/' Mus tiss^ 




xii, as, " Aad Jefus faimfelf began to be about thir- 
ty years of age." This was laid of him, at die 
tune when he received baptifm from John. And 
here feveral confiderations deferve atttotion upon 
this fubjeft. I fliall mention to you the refemblance 
between Mofes and John ; the transferring of the 
prieflhood $ the vifible confecration of Chrift, and 
the frequent allufions to the ancient inaugurations 



1. There is a refemblance between Mofes and 
John. Mofes and John were both of the fame iam* 
ily, the tribe of Levi. Mofes, the greateft prophet 
that then had ever arifen^ introduced Aaron to the 
priefthood. John, as ^eat as Mofes, introduced 
Chrift to his public mimftry. Mofes was not wafh- 
ed himfelf j but at the command of God he wafh* 
ed Aaron. So we have no account, that John was 
baptized ; but he was fent of God to baptize 
ChrifL Mofes refigned his office to Jolhua. So 
John refigned to Chrift. Mofes foon died, after 
he had given up his office to Jofhua. So Jolm foon 
died, after he had baptized Chrift, and introduced > 
him to his public miniftry. Mofes pointed out 
Chrift. So did John. Mofes prepared the way 
for Aaron's introdudion to office. So John pre- 
pared the Way of Chrift, and invefted him with his 
office. Between Mofes and John there is a fimi- 
larity. Mofes was a fpecial agent appointed of 
God to bring forward the legal eftablifhment. 
John was a fpecial agent appointed of. God to ad- 
minifter baptifm to Chrift, at Iiis introdudion to 
his public miniflrv. 

2. The priefthood was regularly tiansferred^ 
from cbe order of Aaron to Chnft, in his baptiim. 




No man, under the law, might take the office of 
prieft, unlefi? he was regularly called of God, And 
Ghrift did not take this office upon him without 
the conunand of God. Hebrews, v. 4, 5, 10, 
And no man taketh this honour unto himfelf, 
but he that is called of God, as was Aaron. So 
alfo Chrift glorified not himfelf to be made an high 
prlefl: ; but he that faid unto him, Thou art mv 
Son, to day have I begotten thee. Called of God 
an high pneft, after the order of Melchifedec.** A 
mod^ authpr has this obfervation upon the fub- 
jedi, Chrift did not ufurp the priefthood, or take 
it upon himfelf at random, "without rule and or- 
der."* ' 

Chrift aboliftied in his death, the order of Aaron, 
and was invefted with the priefthood of a higher 
order. Hebrews, vi. 20, " Even Jefus made an 
high prieft iFor ever after the order of Melchifedec." 
It IS undeniable, that the priefthood was changed 
from the order of Aaron to a higher order. He- 
brews, vii. 12, " For the priefthood being changed.^* 
This change in the priefthood was completed at the 
death of Chrift. The baptifm of Chrift by John 
was the inaugural rite, by which he was regularly 
introduced to his prieftly office, or rather publicly 
and openly declared to be the true Meftiah. 

Though Chrift received an unchangf able prieft- 
hood, yet the Levitical priefthood was not aboliftied, 
nor was a change made in the law, until the death 
of Chrift. The' Jewifli ritual remained till Chrift 
offered a better facrifice, than could be offered un- 
der the legal difpenfation. Hebrews, x. 12, " But 
this man, after he had offered one facrifice for fit\s<^ 
for ever fat down on the right VvaxvA Oo^** 

• Chaplin, page 97. 

c 
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3. The baptifm of Chrift by John may be con- 
fidered as neceffary to his vifible confecration to 
office. Had not Chrift entered upon his public 
miniftry, in fuch a manner, as to fhfew that he was 
the true Meffiah ; had he not been confecrated ac- 
cording to divine appointment, the Jews would not 
have been cenfurable in rejecting him. Chrift en- 
tered upon his public office in a regular manner, 
and according to divine rule. John was deli^na- 
ted, as the proper officer to adminifter baptifm 
to him, and his baptifm, with its attending circum- 
ftances, was his vifible confecration to office. Here 
then you fee the principal defign of Chrift's bap- 
dim by John. It was the rite, which denoted his 
confecration to the high office to which he was 
introduced. Hebrews, vii. 28, " For the law mak- 
eth men high priefts, which have infirmity:; but 
the word of the oath, which was fince the law, 
maketh the Son, who is confecrated for everriiofe.*' 

4. The frequent iillufions to the ancient inau- 
gurations of prophets, priefts, and kings, juftify. U8 
m confideiing the baptifm of Chrift, "as the intro- 
duftory ceremony to his office as Meffiah. AIlu- 
fions to ancient ijfages and ceremonies are frequent 
n the New Teftament. 

It cannot be doubted that the number of the 
apoftles was twelve, in allufion to the number of 
the twelve tribes of Ifrael. It is probable, that 
feventy other difciples were fent out after the apof- 
tles, in allufion to the number of the Jewifh fahhe^ 
drim. In the epiftle to the Hebrews, Jefus is rep-; 
refent«d as the chriftian lawgiver, in allufion t^ 
^fofes, and the chriftian high prieft, in allufion 
^"i^iron ; and preferred to botti of them^ being calle^i 
high prieft for cY«r, after tYve otdiox o^^^'^ca" 
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edec. And elfewhere Jefus is called the great high 
prieft of our profelfion. I fliall here give you my 
fentiments in the words of a learned writer.* 
The two things with which our Lord was baptiz- 
ed, were water and the holy Spirit. I^et it be fur- 
ther obferved, that the Jewifli high prieft, and the 
other priefts of that nation, were initiated into their 
facred office by baptifm, or being wafhed with wa- 
^ ter. See Exodus, xxix. 4, Leviticus, vKi. 6, 7, 
and their anointed with oil, which was poured up- 
on the high prieft's head. Exodus, xxix. 7, Le- 
viticus, viii. 12, and xvi. S2; to which there is a 
fine allufion, Pfalm, xxxiii. 2. Our Lord, as has' 
been abundantly obferved, is a high prieft of a high- 
er order than tliat of the family of Aaron. And 
after h6 had been baptized, or wafhed with water, 
.he was anointed with the facred undion of the holy 
Spirit, that oil of ^ladnefs above bis fellows. For he 
received the Spint, in a more honourable manner, 
and in greater plenty, than any of the prophets. 
They had it in a limited decree, but Jefus without 
meafure. If we confider him as the great prophet 
of the church, then we may remember, that he was 
initiated into that high and facred office by baptifm 
and the Holy Spirit." 

At his baptifm he was endued with the power of 
working miracles. Thus qualified, he began his 
miniftry. It had been prophefied of him, many 
ages before, Ifaiah, Ixi. ], 2, where the prophet 
introduced the Meffiah, as fpeaking and faying con- 
cerning himfelf, The Spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me, becaufe the Lord hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek." This very 
paiTage our Ix»rd read in the fynagogue* at Caper- 

* Dr. BenfQQ*» Life of CVinJt 
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ftanm, and declared it to be a prophefy concerning 
himfelf, which was then adually fulBUed, Luke, iv. 
16. In aHuflon to that, he is called, A£ts, iv. 27» 
God's holy Son, or fervant, whom he anointed* 
The word Meffiah in Hebrew, and Chrift in Greek, 
fignifies the anointed. And chriftians, who in the 
apoftolic age had fo generally nuraculous gifts of 
the Spirit, are faid alfo, 2 Corinthians, i. 21, to be 
anointed of God. And in John, to have had an 
unftion from the Holy One. 

Kings alfo ufed to be inaugurated, by being an- 
ointed with oil. Thus God exprefled himfelf con- 
cerning David, the progenitor of the Meffiah, 
Pfalm, I^cxxix. 520, " I' have found David my fer- 
vant ; with my holy oil have I anointfed hint.** 
And our bleffed Lord, who was fet upon the throne 
of David, and who was aftually king of this fpirit- 
ual kingdom, was anointed at his baptifm -with the 
holy Spirit, that oil of gladnefs above his fellows. 
So that, in whichfoever of his offices we view the 
bleffed Jefus, whether as prophet, prieft, or king, 
the baptifm with the holy Spirit was highly proper^ 
to initiate him into his high, facred, and diftinguift- 
ed miniftiy. 

Taking into coufidcration the numerous allu- ' 
fions to the ancient ceremonies, at the inauguration 
of prophets, priefts, and kings, it is natural to con- 
clude, that the baptifm of Jefus by John was his 
regular introduftioii to his office, as the Meffiah. 
It was fulfilling righteoufnefs, in relation to the law, 
for confecrating men to the prieftly office. It was 
a praftical conformity to divine direftions, for in- 
troducing men to the priefthood. Chrift w^s " A 
minifter of the fanftuar)'^, and of the true taberna- 
cle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.*' 
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ACTS, XVni. 25. 
Knowing only the Baptism or John. 

The inquiry, refpe£Hng the baptifm of 
Chrift by John, being finiflied, it now remains to 
confider John's bapiifm, and that ufed by the difd- 
ples under our Lord's miniftry. And here I fhall 
be underftood to fpeak of John's baptifm, when ad- 
minifter^d to the Jewiih nation, including the bap- 
tifm of the difciples under the diredion of Chrift. 
" Thoueh Jefus himfelf baptized not,** yet his dif- 
ciples, tor a time, did baptisse. The main queftion 
now to be decided, is, whether John*s baptifm is to 
be placed under the chriftian, or legal difpenfation. 
In other words,was John's baptifm chriftian baptifm? 
I anfwer, it was not. The following reafons are 
now offered to prove, that John's baptifm was not 
chriftian baptifm. 

1. The ends propofcd ])y John's baptifm were 
different from thofe of New Teftament baptifm. 
The principal deftgn of John*s baptifm was tomani- 
feft, or point out Chriil to the Jewifit nation. — 
Jc^L 31. And I knew him not; but that he 
(hoiild be made manifeft to Ifrael, therefore am I 
coI^e baptising with water.' ' "But TeStewaecx 
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baptifni is defigned for other purpofes. Believers 
are faid to be baptized into the death of Chrift. 
Romans, vi. S " Know ye not, that fo many of us as 
were baptized into Jefus Chrift, were baptized into 
his death ?" John's baptifm could not be ufed for 
this purpofe. For Chrift was not crucified. 

2. John's whole miniftry muft be placed un- 
der the legal diipenfation. John was a prophet, but 
he lived and died under the legal difpenfation. — 
John the Baptift was a minifter of the Jewifh, not 
the chriftian church. Luke, vii. 28, " For verily 
I fay unto you, among thofe that are born of women 
there is not a greater prophet than John the Bap* 
tift : but Tie that is leaft in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he." Thefe words evidently fuppofe 
that John's miniftry pertained to the legal difpenfa- 
tion. They make John one of the greateft proph- 
ets, who had ever appeared under the Mofaic eftab- 
Kfhment ; but they make him inferior to the leaft 
in the gofpel kingdom. 

As John was the laft prophet under the Jewifli 
difpenfation, he lived, as it were, in fight of gofpel 
times, and therefore was the greateft prophet that 
had arifen ; but compared with the gofpel ftate, he 
was inferior to the leaft in the gofpel kinj^dom. 

Chrift, therefore, places John's miniftry under 
the Mofaic economy. John feemed to confider 
himfelf and his miniftry in this light, when he fpoke 
of himfelf and of Chrift. John, ii. 30, " He muft 
increafe,but I muft decreafe.** By which he intima- 
ted, that the difpenfation, under which he minifter- 
ed, was abo«t to cppie to an endr The conclufioa* 
IS, that as John is placed back in times anterior to 
the gofpel day, he did not adminiftcr ordinances* 
pecuUsur.toihe gofpel church. Therefore his bap- 
iifm was not chriftian baptifnw 
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3. llie legal difpenfation aftually continued till 
the crucifixion of Chrifl. Much has been faid in 
favour of giving an earlier date to gofpel times. 
It is prefumed, however, that no man would plead 
in fupport of this fcheme, unlefs he were driven to 
it, in defence of fome peculiar favourite tenets. 

In c^pofition to the fyftem, which makes the 
gofpel kingdom commence under the miniftry of 
John the Baptift, I bring forward the example and 
dodrine of Chrift. Chrift, throughout his whole 
miniftry, both yielded and taught obedience to the 
c^emonial part of the Jewifh law. He attended 
the appointed feafts. He kept the Jewifli paffover 
■OTth his difciples, even the very night in which he 
was betrayed. To the cleanfed leper he faid, Mat- 
thew, viii. 4, But go thy way, fhew thyfelf to the 
prieft, and offer the gift, that Mofes commanded, 
for a testimony unto them." Did our Lord teach 
obedience to rites, which were already abolifhed ? 
If the ceremonial part of the law was abrogated j 
if gofpel times had commenced, why did he give an 
example of obedience to the ceremonial law? 
Why did he teach and praftife in conformity to 
the Jewifh ritual, if it was done away ? The 
Jewifli rites and ceremonies were in being during 
the miniftry of Chrift, or they were not. If they 
were fet afide, why did Chrift give them fupport, 
by his example and direftion ? Without hefitation, 
it may be declared, that the legal difpenfation, with 
all the Jewifli ritual, continued through the miniftry 
of Chrift, even to his death. It remained in full 
force until th(e vail of the temple was rent in twain. 
This is clearly the 4oftrine of the Bible, Hebrews, 
ix. 8j The Hohr Ghoft this fignifying, that the 
way into the holieft of all was not ^el m^A^ Tec^\A!- 
ha, wjiile as the firft tabernacle vj^.^ ^-^Sbsv^^ 
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Here it may be obferved, that the firft tabernacle 
-wzs (landing till the death of Chrid. Giits and 
facrifices might be offered in it, till the death and 
crucifixion of Chrift. Therefore the gofpel difpen- 
fation did not commence until Chrift put away fm 
by the facrifice of himfelf. This receives confirr 
mation from the following words, Hebrews, ix. 16, 
17, " For where a teftament is, there muft alfo of 
neceffity be the death of the teftator. For a teflar 
ment is of force after men are dead ; otherwife it 
is of no flirength at all while the teftator liveth.'f 
According to thefe words. New Teftament times 
cannot be dated earlier than the death of Chrift. 
For a teftament does not begin its operation till the 
death of the teftator. The death of the teftator is 
neceflary to give life and exiftence to the teftament. 
Common fenfe teaches us, that a teftament does 
not begin to be in force while the teftator liveth. 

In order to explain away the import of this text, 
it may be faid, as fome have afErmed, that a tef-* 
tament is made, figned,fealed, and witnefTed, before 
the teftator dies, and he whofe will is a fovereign. 
law, to govern in all the concerns of his teftament, 
may, if he pleafe, bring things into that ftate befor^ 
his death, which he intends they fhould be in after-i 
wards.*** This author alTerts that the teftator's 
will is a fovereign law. I add, it is while he lives. 
His will, and not his teftament is the law, during 
his life, but this does not prove, that the teftament 
of the teftator becomes a law during his life. It 
does not. Therefore according to this writers 
ftatement. New Teftament times did not begin till 
the death of Chrift. Confequently John*s baptifn\ 
belonged to the legal, not the chrifiian difpenfation^ 

• Saward Ciark. 
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4. The commiffions with which the twelve and 
the feventy difciples were fumiflied during our 
Lord's miniftry, afford additional evidence, that 
John's baptifm belonged to the legal difpenfation. 
The commiffions which the twelve and the feventy 
difciples received from Chrift are recorded, Mat- 
thew, X, 5 — 14, Luke, ix. 1 — 5, Mark,iii. 14, 15, 
and Luke, x. 1 — 11. Here are all the inftances of 
Chrift's fending out his difciples to preach. In 
feeir.commiffion, we find feveral particular direc- 
tions given the difciples, for the rule of their con- 
dufl:. Their whole duty was pointed out. They 
were authorized to do all that Chrift wanted theiji 
to do. But they were not authorized to baptize.— 
The adminiftration of baptifm was not included 
among the articles of their inftruftion. TheomilV 
fipn (rfbsiptifm cannot be imputed to forgetfulnefS| 
but to ddign. Had John's baptifm, ojr the "bap- 
tifm ufed by the difciples under Chrift's direfUon, 
been chriftian baptifm, or had the chriftian difpen- 
&tipn begun its operation, we fhould have found 
a command for baptizing in the iriftrufHons given 
tp thti twelve and the feventy. For New Tefta- 
ment baptifm is an ordinance of the gofpel, and as 
foon as the New Teftament difpenfation commen>- 
ced, Clirift commanded his difciplevs to teach and 
to baptize. Matthew, xxviii. 1 9, " Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft." 
Whoever will carefully examine the particular di- 
refiions, which our Lord gave to the twelve and 
the feventy difciples, will find, that he did not de- 
fign that his difciples, at that time, ftiould admin- 
f ifter baptifm. The omiffion of baptifm, in our 
Lord's inftruftions to his difciples, oiixSDi^oc^'As^ 
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evidently fupports the conclufion, that John's bap- 
dfm was not chriftian baptifm. ChrifUan baptifm 
could not begin, till there was a command for it. 
There was no command for it, in the foremention- 
ed in{lru£tions to the difciples ; confequently neither 
John's baptifm, nor the baptifm ufed by the difci- 
ples mider our Lord's diredions, was chriftiun bap- 
tifm. 

5. It is evident, that John's baptiffn belonged to 
the legal difpenfation, becaufe there was no inflance 
of water baptifm, from about the time of John's im- 
prifonment to the refurreftion of Chrift. From 
the death of John, till the refurre6l:ion of Chrift, 
there was an interval, or fpace of confiderable 
length, in which .no mention is made of the prac- 
tice of an inftance of water baptifm. In this fea- 
ibn, there were doubtlefs proper fubjefts for bap- 
dfm. The want of inftances of baptifm, it is prob- 
able, is not to be afcribed to the vrznt of proper 
fu^e£ts. 

Neither muft the omiflion of baptifm be imputed 
to the negle£l of the difciples* For had it been 
the fault of the difciples, Chrift would undoubtedly 
have reproved them for their negligence. But no 
reproof of this nature is found m the Evangelifl^ 
When the feventy returned to Chrift, and gave 
him fome account of their miflion, our Lord did 
not fuggeft to them any failure in their duty, or the 
omiilion of any performance, which pertained to 
their office. We are therefore juftified, in fuppof- 
in^, that the difciples did not baptize, in this fpace 
oftime, becaufe Chrift did not command them to 
baptize ; iince therefore we find no inftance of 
Jonn's baptifm, or that of the difciples, or any other 
water baptifm, from the death of John to the refur- 
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refUon of Chrlft, we have fatisfadlory evidence, 
that no water baptifm, before the relurreflion of 
Chrift, was chriftian baptifm. 

6. John's baptifm was not chriftian baptifm, be- 
caufe it was not performed in the name of the Ho- 
ly Trinity. This needs no proof. Chrift was not 
declared to be the Meffiah when John began his 
miniftry. But the fubjeft is placed beyond doubt 
in the account given us, Afts, xix. 1 — 7, And 
Paul finding certain difciples, faid unto them, have 
ye received the Holy Ghoft, fince ye believed ? and 
they faid unto him, we have not fo much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghpft. And be faid 
ilnto them, unto what then were ye baptized ? and 
they faid unto John's bap tilin. Then faid Paul, 
John verily baptized with the baptifm of repen- 
tance, ia,yir.i; unto thr: people, that they fhould be- 
lieve on hiia vvIiicL /hould come after him, that is 
on Chrifi: Jjfur,. When they heard this, they were 
baptized in the nalne cf the I*oxd J :fiis '* It may 
be obfervcd^ that the twelve diiciplcs, mentioned 
in the words now quoted^ appeared to he ignorant 
of the ufe of the Holy Trinity in baptifm. They 
faid, we have not lb much as heard whether there 
be any Holy Ghoft. They had been baptized uft- 
to John's baptifm, but appeared hot to have heard 
the Trinity named in th<??r baptilin. From this 
confideration, we may conclude that the Holy 
Ghoft was not named in John's baptifm. Confe- 
quently John's baptifm was a different kind of bap- 
tifm, from New Teftament baptifm. Indeed > the 
queftion which Paul afked them, fuppofed there 
were different kinds of baptifm* If not, what pro- 
priety was there in his queftioTV? 
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Moreover, the twelve difciples before mentioned 
were rcbaptized. This is plain. For when Paul 
had explained to them the nature of John's bap'^ 
tifm, and told them, that it was merely preparatory 
to their receiving Chrift, then they were agam 
baptized by Paul. What further proof is wanting 
to convince us, that John's baptifm was not chris- 
tian baptifm. For had it been the fame kind of 
baptifm, which is ufed under the gofpel difpenfa- 
tion, it would have been needlefs and unwarrant- 
able to repeat it. 

In this place, give me leave to recite to you the 
words of Dr. Benfon upon the fubjeft. When- 
P^ul had finiftied his journey through the upper 
part of Afia Minor, he returned to Ephefus, and- 
there found twelve perfons that were the difciples 
of John the Baptift. And being willing to impart un- 
to them fome fpiritual gifts, if they had not received 
any already, he afked them whether they had re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoft. They -replied, that they 
had not fo much as heard, that the Holy Ghoft had 
been poured out, or that any perfon had been bap- 
tized therewith, as John the Baptift had predifted. 
No, fidth the apoftle ; not without wonder and fur- 
prize ; what not fo much as heard of the effufion 
of the Holy Ghoft i Pray, unto what then were ye 
baptized? They anfwered, we have been baptized 
only unto John^s baptifm. The apoftle faid, John 
did indeed prepare the way for the coming of the 
Meffiah,. by baptizing with the baptifm of repen- 
tance for the remiffion of fins. When they heard 
this, they were baptized again, and that in the name 
of the Lord Jefus Chrift." 

A late author, * ta evade the force of the argtf-; 
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ment drawn from this paiTage of fcripture, makes 
the account given in thefe varies, Paulas account 
of John's dodtrine and baptifm. This certainly 
makes nonfenfe of the account. For it is faying, 
that thofe on whom Paul laid his hands were the 
people whom John taught, and that all the mea 
whom John taught were about twelve. 

It is undeniable, that thefe twelve perfons whom 
Paul found, were baptized again. It is alfo .prgba« 
ble, that fome of the three thoufand, who were 
baptized on the day of pentecoft, had been bap- 
tized before by John, l^ot they were Jews and 
Jewifli profelytes, fome of whom had lived in Ju# 
dea, and had been concerned in the murder of 
Chrift. As John's baptifm had been adminiftered 
to the greater part of the Jewifh nation, doubtlefc 
many of thefe converts had received John's bap- 
tifm. If then it be admitted, that fome, who had 
been baptized by John, were b2\iptized again after 
the refurreftion of Chrift, it foUdys, that the apof- 
ties did not confider John's baptifili to be chriftian 
baptifm. There is abundant evidence to fupport 
the belief, that John's baptifm belonged to the Jew- 
ifh, and not to the chriftian difpenfation. 

1. From what has been faid upon this fubjed, 
we learn that neither John's bjiptizing the Jews, 
nor his baptizing our Lord, are examples for our 
imitation. Baptifts are fond of taking a ftand near 
the waters of Enon and Jordan. They fay much 
about following Chrift down the banks of Jordan. 
A late author* has traced the origin of the baptift* 
to Enon and Jordan. This man is uncommonly 
fanguine in his aflertions, and for one who had, 
according to his own declaration, bvjl \o& 

* Mr. Merril't Sevea SenDSUi. 
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from darknefs, feetns by no means to abound with 
modefty. In his hiftory of the baptifts, he carries 
back their origin to John the Baptift. The fame 
imagination, which could form the image of baptifts 
atfo early a period, might, if the fame reafon had 
vrged him, drove him back to the antediluvian 
age, and there found the name, or the fubftance 
or the baptift religion amone the people of the old . 
world. He has told us, that great and learned 
men have been perplexed to find when the bap- 
tifts firft began. But ftrange! his imaginiition 
could f\irmQunt all difficulties, and without proof 
or evidence make the origin of the baptift religion 
coeval with John the Baptift. What he calls a min- 
iature hiftory of the baptifts is mere conjefture, un- 
fupported by teftimony. With as much propriety, 
another man might conjedure, that the name and 
fubftance of the baptift religion was imknown in 
the world, till after the twelfth century. But not- 
withftanding all that this author has faid to the con- 
trary, it may be aflerted^ that no man has author- 
ity to adminifter chriftian baptifm from any com- 
mand or ejcample which exifted before the refur- 
reftion of Chrift. The authority for adminifter- 



fion which our I^ord gave to the apoftles, after he 
arofe from the dead. Matthew, xxviii. 19, Go 
ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizmg them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoft/' John's baptifm belonged to the 
legal difpenfation. We may not imitate Chrift 
in his baptifm. For it was not defigned for our 
imitation. There is as much authority for follow- 
ing Chrift in hisfafting forty days— walking upon 
tAe watcr-^rid'mg into Jeru&Lem oivm afsr— work- 
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iftg miracles— dying between two thieves— -or mak- 
ing his grave with the rich in his death, as in his- 
baptifm by John. In oppofition to the fentiment 
now advanced, baptift writers urge, with the ap- 
pearance of plaufibility, that the gofpel kingdom, 
began its operation with John's miniftry. It muft 
always be evidence that a caufe labours, when it is 
neceflary to prefs in its fupport, arguments which 
are falfe, or to deny what is fully revealed in the 
Holy Scriptures. . One author* in the baptift in- 
tereft, with apparently greater zeal for the defence 
of his peculiar tenets, than love to the truth, has 
denied that Chritt was a Jew, This feems to be 
done to prove that the gofpel began with John's 
miniftry. After quoting from a late publication 
thefe words, " Chrift was born a Jew^ he lived 
JeWy and died a Jew^^ he then makes the follow- 
ing aflfertion^ ; " This in a literal fenfe is falfe/'—- 
But who, even on the baptift fide of the queftion,. 
will give credit to fuch aflertions ? Jefus faid. Rev- 
elation, xxii. 16, I am the root and the offspring 
of David/' The apoftle faid, Hebrews, vii. 14„. 

For it is evident that our Lord fprang out of Ju- 
da." If then David was a Jew, Chrift was a Jew.^ 
If the tribe of Judah were Jews, Chrift was a Jew. 
Moreover, Chrift was called a Jew^ and taken to be 
a Jem. John iv. 9, " How is it that thou being 
•/iw, alkeft drink of me, which am a woman of 
Samaria ?" He was called the king of the Jews*. 
Pray for what purpofe did Matthew and Luke, in 
their gofpels, trace the genealogy of Chrift ? Tc 
prove that he was not the Son of David ? No : but 
to prove that he vras the feed of David according, 
to promife. 

• ytx. £<iward. Clark o£ Med€»id.. 



Another writer,* who pleads ftroBgly in fayour 
of making the gofpei difpenfation begin with John's 
miniftry, has fupported his opinion, by an argu- 
ment drawn from the four firft verfes of the firft 
chapter of Mark : a flender argument in fupport 
of a hypothefis of fuch magnitude. The words in 
Mark are thefe ; " The beginning of the gofpd 
of Jefus Chrift, the Son of God ; as it is written in 
the prophets," &c. But why did not this author 
carry back the gofpei difpenfation to Abraham's 
time ? He might have proved with as much ibrce 
of argument, that the gofpei began in Abraham's 
day, as he has that it began with John the Baptift. 
The gofpei was preached to Abraham. He has 
evidently forced a conftruftion upon the four firft 
Terfes in Mark, which may feem plaufible, but 
which will not bear examination. AH his argu- 
ment refts upon the word beginning of the gofpei. 
Read it as it means, and his argument is lofL The 
beginning of the narration of thofe fafls which re* 
fpeft the miniftry of John and Jefus Chrift. Be- 
ginning here refers to the relation of fa&s, and 
not to the time when the gofpei kingdom commen* 
ced. The kingdom of God was not yet come» 
when John began his miniftry. John himfelf only 
faid it was at hand. 

The feme w riter proves that the gofpei difpenfa- 
tion began with John's miniftry, becaufe it is faid, 
Luke, xvi. 16, The law and the prophets were un- 
til John. 

The meaning of this text is explained by its 
parallel, Matthew, xi. 13, For all the prophets 
and the law prophefied until John. That is, the 
law and the prophets foretold thofe things vabidt- 

« Dr. Balidwisu . < . 
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ftoufd take place in John's time. The law and 
the prophets ^inted out John, and the Mefliah who 
was to come after him. This by no means proves' 
that the legal difpenfation ceafed upon the ap* 
proach of John. For the ceremonial law was not 
taken out of the way till the death of Chrift. Co- 
loffians, ii. 14, " And took it out of the way, nail'- 
ing it to the crofs.*' And the New Teftament 
could not begin till the death of Chrift, confequent- 
ly the legal difpenfation continued till the death of 
Chrift, " For a teftament i» of force after men 
are dead ; otherwife it is of na ftrength at all while 
the teftator liveth." "There is therefore no au- 
thority for imitating Chrift in his baptifm by John. 

2. From this difcourfe, ir appears that we can- 
not afcertain the mode of chriftian baptifm from the 
adminiftration of John's baptifm. 

I know that writers on the blaptift fide feem to 
eonfider it improper to inquire after the mode of 
baptifm; They iay that baptifia immerlion. 
They fay to dip is to baptize, and to baptize is to 
dip. According to them, if I und'erftand them, 
baptifm, in no cafe, can exift unlefs by immerfion. 
But this is the queftion in difpute. We fay, and 
we think the fcriptures juftify us in- faying, that 
tihere are divers baptifms. We lay, that immer- 
fion, aflfuiion^ and afperfiou, are called baptifm. 
But be it as they fay, ftill we have.no authority to 
plead John's baptifm j in fupport of i^amerfion, under 
the gofpel. Becaufe John*s baptifm belonged to 
tiiiQ legal difpenfation*- And fur^er, it is by no 
meatus certain, that John's baptifm was performed^ 
Hy^immeriion. If Chrift's baptifm^ by John had al-- 
. Jib&on to ^the inaugural ceremonies at the vaiY^^&si<^ 
..Ifcnof tbejjigfe prieft, it is doubx£>4'«^^^^^^^''''^ 
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plunged all over in water. We find that only the 
hands and the feet of the priells were waihed with 
water. John faid to the Jews, Matthew, iii. 1 1 , ** I 
indeed baptize you with water, — but he (hall bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghoft and with fire." Con- 
fider a moment, what John faid to the Jewifh na^ 
tion, and keep in mind that the Jews knew perfe£Uy 
'VeW the manner of John's adminiftering baptifm. 
Let usthenfuppofe, as the baptifts do, that John 
baptized by plunging, and then read his words, as 
the baptifts will have us read them. I indeed plunge 
you alt over into water, but Chrift fhall plunge you 
all over into the Spirit. What abfurdity ! Read 
them as we fay they muft be read. I indeed pour 
water upon you, but Chrift fliall pour the Spirit up* 
on you. This reading will be natural and intelli- 
gible. 

Certainly there is a correfpondence between the 
ancient cuftom of anointing with oil, and bapttfm 
with the Holy Ghoft. Chriftians are all baptized 
with the Holy Ghoft. They are all anointed of 
God. But it is difficult to attach the idea of im» 
merfion to this unction, or baptifm. Nothing can 
be gathered from John's baptifm, in fupport of bap- 
tifm by immerfion. 

S. In the Hght of this fubjeft, it appears that 
baptifm by immerfibii only, is not fufficiently fup- 
ported by exprefs fcripture declarations. It muft be 
confidered, that the queftion is, what does the Bible 
teach us upon this fubjeft ? If you have recourfe ta 
remote antiqiliiy, teftimony againft teftimony may 
be produced. Criticifm upon the original worcb 
r.fed for baptifm, may be employed in fupport ofa 
favourite theort, and a long lift of nanies of posdA*' 
hsptid authors may be added, to ^rove that ba^tifift 
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13 imm^fion. But a refort to fuch means will nev- 
er decide the main queftion. Saith a modern au« 
thbr, " But when an article of chriftian dodrine of 
momentous importance, is either aflailed or defend- 
ed by criticifm alone, there is always fomething fuf- 
picious/' Much, indeed, has been faid on our 
iide of the queftion, againft the baptids, for exclur 
ding all chriftians from their communion, who dp 
not unite with them, in believing that chriftiaa 
baptifm is immerfion. It is true that ferious and 
extenfive evils refult from a rigid adherence to thi$ 
fentiment Their excluding all paedobaptifts from 
a vifible (landing in the church of Chrift, creates 
coldnefs, and excites jealoufies among brethrien. 
In confequence of their rigid adherence to their pe- 
culiar notions of baptifm, the baptifts and psedo- 
baptifts aft, in many refp^Ss, in oppofition to one 
another, and weaken and deftroy one ajiother. 
They lofe all that energy, which their united influ* 
-ence would give them. But great and ferious a$ 
thefe evils are, the baptifts are entirely confiftent 
with their own fyftem. If baptifm be immerfion 
only, then all who are not immerfed are unbapti- 
zed. Their pra£lice, in treating paedobaptifts as 
unbaptized perfons, refults from the belief that noth- 
ing is l)aptifm but immerfion. Grant them th^ 
creed refpefting this fubje£t, and grant them too, 
that baptUm is a term of chriftian communion, and 
they are Ihielded to the heeh Their errour is, their 
maintaining that baptifm, in all cafes, is immerfion. 
This is certainly taking a ftand which can never be 
fupported by exprefs fcripture authority. Where, 
in all the Bible, is it faid, in fo many words, that 
baptifm fhall be adminiftered after this or 
. manner? , Wbea oar Lord gav^^dkddoiS^^^^^^^^ 

i 
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mg prayer, he faid, After this manner there« 
fore pray ye." Had there been the like explicit 
declarations, in favour of baptifm by immeriion, 
the caufe would be decided in fupport of the bap- 
tifts. But fmce tliis pofitive declaration concern- 
ing baptifm by immerfion is wanting ; (ince bap- 
Mm does not, m all cafes, mean the total immer- 
fion of the thing baptized ; fmce it is certain that, 
in fome inftances, baptifm means no more than the 
aq>plication of water, either by afperfion or affufion, 
it undoubtedly follows, that the baptifts aflume too 
much to themfelves. Accuracy in faith refts upon 
the authority on which it is built. If there is po& 
itive divine declarations, in fupport of ou/ creed, 
we are not chargeable with error, in pofitivelr 



ded, as to the manner of performing it, no man mar 
be pofitive, in declaring how it fhail be performcdi- 
Had the baptifts embraced immerfion, as in their 
c^inion the fcriptural^ baptifm, and not have pofi^ 
tively denied that affufion was fcriptural baptilhv 
they would have exhibited a modefty much more 
becoming chriftians than what now appears in their 
writings. Since the baptifts are not able to bring 
pofitive condufive proof, that in all cafes baptifin 
m the New Teftament does mean immerfion only, 
they feem to be tenacious of an articfe of their &ito, 
not fo much becaufe they have fcriptural reafons 
for it, as becaufe it is a fevourite idea in dieir 
-fcheme. 

Take away John's baptifm, as an example, and- 
the confequence is, they muft refort to times fuc-^ 
ceeding the reftirredion of Chrift, to determine 
whether baptifm is immerfion or not. It has al^ 
nsadjr been obferved, thtt there is uo. ^roof, tfaaitk 




belief. 
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John baptized by immerfion. Confider candidly 
the inftance qf Paurs baptifm, Afts, ix. 9 — 18; 
Paul appears to have been baptized in the famei 
place, where he had remained three days. 

The circumftances attending his baptifm, are 
fuch as naturally lead us to think that he never 
went out of the houfe to reqeive baptifm, " And 
he received fight forthwith, and arofe and was bap- 
tized.'* No man, in reading the account of Paul's 
converfion and baptifm, would ever fuppofe that he 
was plunged all over in water. 

It is highly improbable, that the jailer and his 
houfe were baptized by immerfion. Paul and Si- 
las had been confined in the , inner prifon. The 
jailer brought them out of the inner prifon, and 
probably placed them in his own apartment. It 
was a late hour in the night when the jailer was 
baptized. Tt is not faid that they went out of the 
houfe to a river or to any water. Nothing is faid 
about their return to the houfe again. Nothing is 
iaid about their changing garments on this occa- 
fion. Nothing is faid, which makes it even prob- 
able^ that their baptifm was performed, by immerf- 
fion. Peter's fpeech, at the baptifm of Cornelius 
and his friends, imports the application of water in 
a manner different from immerfion. Can an^ 
man forbid water, that thefe fhould not be bapti^ 
zed, which have received the Holy Ghoft as welk 
as me ?" 

This form of fpeech, taken in conne£tion with 
their being baptized at the command of Peter, 
makes it probable that they were baptized in the 
fame place where they were ; and that water was 
beought in ibme veliel for the purpofe. 
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Without having recourfe to other inftances of 
flmilar import, it may be obferved, that there is no 
pofitive proof that baptifin, in the apoftoUc age, 
was in any cafe performed by immerfion. It cer. 
tainly cannot be proved that immerfion was invari- 
ably in ufe, from any circumftances attending the 
adminiftration of baptifm. No mention, in a An- 
gle cafe, is made of changing garments on the oc- 
cafion ; a circumftance, the omiffion of which it is 
di£5cult to account for, upon the fuppofition that 
baptifm was invariably performed by immerfion. 

If any perfon, after all, (hould believe that the 
apoftles baptized by plunging ail over in water, be* 
caufe it is faid that they reforted to the water, when 
they baptized ; and at the time of adminiftering 
baptifm, they went down into the water, and came 
up out of the water, let him confult the following 
extraft from the Rev, Ebenezer Chaplin's Treatife 
on the Nature and Importance of the Sacraments, 
relative to the words in queftion, page 123 — ^127- 

^Trefuming on the candour,and indulgence o£mj 
readers ; I obferve, that the words under confider- 
ation, are a part of fpeech called prepofidons. The 
Greek word in thofe places tranllated /«, is En. 
The word expreffing, Jefus went up Out of the wa« 
ter, is Jfo. The word expreffing, Philip and the- 
Eunuch went down Into the water, is Eis. The 
word expreffing they went Out of the water, iff 
Ek* 

^ Now I could eafily have told, that thefe prep* 
ofitions, and all others, take various conflruftions,, 
and different words, in tranfladng from one lan- 
guage tQ another ; according to the different cir- 
cumftances attending, events related ; and accord-* 
ios' to the different Idioms of languages. And ( 
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eould have given a long catalogue, of thofe various 
conftru6^ions, from the Lexicon and Di£lionaries ; 
\nthout cofting me any labour. But as thofe con- 
firu£lions in the Lexicon, are grounded on all the 
Greek authors extant : and as I from the begin- 
ning, profeffed to go folely by the Scriptures ; I 
have given myfelf, the trouble, and labour to ex- 
amine all thofe four prepofitions, through the 
-books wherein they are ufed, relative to baptifm, 
viz. Mat. Mark, Luke, John, and Afts. I have ex- 
amined thofe prepofitions, in all thofe five books^ 
how they are tranflated in every place, where they 
are ufed.* There are of all that I have examined, 
2859. En is ufed 1033 times, of which 47, are 
rendered in adverbs. 25, The fenfe is involved in 
other words, fo that there is no diftinfl: word in 
Englifli, anfwering to En^ in the Greek. The reft, 
964, are rendered in Englifh prepofitions, feven- 
teen different ways ; viz. in, by, with, among, with' 
in, for, under, at, through, on, before, unto, into, of, 
t^j about, over. It is tranflated in, more than all 
the reft ; but it is rendered at 53 times, by 44, 
with 42, among 4*5, on SO. The reft are lefs, as 
10, 7, &c. 

^« I will give the reader examples of thofe I have 
fpecified. 

Examples of En tranflated. 

IN — Mark, i. 4. John did ba^Jtize En, in the 
wildemefs* 

* I hare ati^ed, to make the exjunination correct ; yet very prob»> 
b1e,m flUih a tttiiltipUcity of words, there may be feme erroura. : But if 
mtj be relied oa, ti^ere are non^ fach as affc(^ the oh\e6t la '^ivevi \^\t» 
to give the comsnotf reader, t general Idea, oi iVie ^m<va% coi^^x^iiibQAiGA 
«f vTM^iia mmtbuitigeMa one language to aaoxW. 
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AT — ^John, xviii. 89. Ye have a cuftom, that I 
ftiould releafe unto you one En, at the Paffover. 

« BY— Mat. xii. 27. If I En,iy Beelzebub caft 
out Devils, En, by whom do your children caft 
them out. 

« WITH— Afts, li. 29. His fepulchre, is En, 
with us unto this day. 

" AMONG— Luke, i. 42. Bleffed at thou En, 
among women. 

" ON — Luke, X. S 1 . And paffed by En, on the 
other fide. 

jffpo Examined. 
j1;^o, is the Greek word, tranflated out of, in 
Mat. ih. 16, and Mark, i. 10. Where it fays, Je- 
fus went up out of the water. This word jipo,l 
have found ufed 428 times, in thofe five books I 
have examined. 6, are rendered advei-bs, 1 1, are 
involved. The reft 406, are rendered in Englifh 
prepofitions, thirteen different ways ; viz. From, 
of, out of, for,fince, off', with, at, away, by, out, ago, 
yfon. It is tranflated from, 235, all the reft 172 ; 
fo that from is many more than all the reft. Of 92, 
out of 4:% for l\,Jince 7. 

Examples of Apo tranflated. i 
" FROM — Luke, xvi. 18. Whofoever mar- ! 
rieth her that is put away, Apo, from her huft>and J 
committeth adultery. ] 

" OF — Mat. vii. 15. Beware App, of felfe 
prophets. 

« OUT OF— Mat. vii. 4. Let me pull out the 
mote, Apo, out of thine eye. 

« FOR — Luke, xix. 3. And be fought to fee 
fus, who he was^ and could not Apo'^ for the 
prefs. 1' , 



C 41 ] 



^*SINCE— Mat. xxiv.21. Then fliall be great 
tribulation^ fuch as was not Afo^ Jince the begia^ 
ning of the world. 

Eis Examined. 
Eis^ is the Greek word, tranilated i%io^ ABo^ 
rai. 38, Where it fays, they went down both into 
^he water. 

This word Eis^ I find ufed 955 times, in thofe 
Sve firft books of the New Teftament. 17^ are 
rendered adverbs. 36 are involved. Th^ reft 
302, are rendered in Englifli prepofitions, feven- 
teen different ways ; viz. Into^ in^ unto^ for^ ofj 
by J among J again^j af^ upOHj tawardj ibroughoutj on^ 
^om^ concerning^ before. It is rendered 01/^ 388, 
r^HreS, unto 91^ in 86, on A^S^for 23, at 18, agitwfi 
18, the reft are lefs, as 10, 8, &c. 

Examples of Eis tranilated. 

" INTO— .John, iii. 24. For John was not yet 
caft into prifon. 

u TO — ^John, ii. 2. And both Jefus was ca^ed, 
and his difciples Eis^ U the marriage* 

" UNTO— -John, vii. 8. Go ye up Eisy unto this 
Feaft. 

" IN— Afts, viii. 23. For I perceive that thou 
art £w, in the gaul of bitternefs. 

ON — Mark, xiv. 6. She hath wrought t 
good work Eisy on me. 

« FOR— Mat. V. 13. It is thenceforth good 
Eis J for nothing. 

AT— Luke, iv. 61. But let me firft go, and 
bid them farewell, which are Eis^ at home. 

« AGAINST— John, xiL 7. EUy a^ainjl 
daj of my burial hath fhe done 
. E 



Ek^ Examined. 

Ek is the Greek word in Afts, viii. 39, tranflat- ■ 
<ed out of. And when they came up Eky out of the 
Water. j 

This is found 446 times, in thofe five firft ] 
books of the New Teftament. 4, are rendered ad- 
verbs, 6, are involved. The remainder 435, are 
rendered in Englifli prepofitions, thirteen differ- 
ent ways ; viz. Of out offrom^ among, hy^fpr, on, 
/rway, with, off, unto, fince, at. It is rendered of ! 
\^\,from 102, out of on 30, 'u;ith 17, the reft i 
are lefs, 6, 4, &:c. 

Examples of Ek tranflated. ' 

*« OF — John, i. 13. Which were bom not Ex,* 
<f blood, nor Ek, of the will of the flefti, nor Ek^ -i 
of the will of man : But Ek, of God. 

" FROM— John, vi. G6. Ek, from that time, ; 
many of his difciples went back. 

OUT OF— Ads, vii. 3. Get thee Ek, out ff\ 
thy country. \ 

i< ON— Afts, ii. 34. The Lord faid unto my^ 
Ijori, fit thou Ek, on my right hand. . *S 

« WITH-r-Afts, viii.' 87. If thou believeft Eki 
with all thy heart, thou mayeft.'* 

No'vV unto him who is able to keep us from fall- 
ing into errours — to God our Saviour be glory m\ 
•the churches, world without end, 

AMEN.' J 



:* Tl?is is Ex before a vowel, Ek ii^orea confonant. 
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SERMON I. 

ON CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. 



MATTHEW, XXVm. 19, 20. 

Go YE, THEREFORE, AND TEACH ALL NATION^,. 
BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE Fa-. 
THE R, AND OF THE SoN, AND OF THE HoLTT 

Ghost ; — ^Teaching them to observe all 

THINGS whatsoever I HAVE COMMANDED 
VOU : AND, LO, I AM WITH YQU ALWAY, EVEl* 
UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD. 

My dear friends^ and beloved hrethreuy 

It is my prefent defign to addrefs yotf- 
on the ferious and important fubjefl: of Baptifin.— • 
Treating this point, as God fliall enable me, in a 
courfe of fermons, I fliall endeavor to handle the 
fubjeft-with great plainnefs and candor, not feek-? 
ing fo much the applaufe of man, or the convic- 
tion of thofe who differ from us, as the eflablifh- 
fnent of your mmds in the truth. The wordis 
which 1 have now read are joyful, folemn words. 
They were fpoken in a very aftefting fituation— 
they are fome of the laft words of our bleffed Lord 
Saviour to his dear difciples* la itv^ y^^^^^* 
E2. 
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iog chapter, we have an account of his crucifixion 
and pamfui death on the crofe — ^In this, of his 
joyful refurreftion and appearance to the apos- 
tles, whom he informed of his acceptance with 
God as the Mediator and Saviour, and of his 
great power in heaven and earth. He gave them 
die commiffion in our text — Go ye, therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoft J — ^Teaching them to obferve all things what- 
foever I have commanded you : and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world/* 

1 here mention feveral things of great im* 
portanc^ to the fubjeft before us, in which all 
pvties agree ; and be^ you will k>eep them in view 
ihrough the enf^ing difcourfes. 

fi/y?. Our blefled Saviour^s command, in this 
test) is equally binding on all his minifters, imall 
ages of the world — ^that they are to preach the 
gofpel to every creature, and to teach all who are 
capable of inftruftion, in all the dodriAes he 
has revealed in his word. 

^cmJ, The minifters of Chrift are to baptize 
amoog the natiions, ^ in the name of the Father^ 
§Qn> and Holy Ghoft," all thofe, and only thofe^ 
who^ according to his revealed will, are the prop- 
er fubjeds of baptifm. 

Thirds All his minifters, by this, are bound to 
teach the nation^ to obferve and obey all thin^^ 
whatibever Jie bath commanded ; all the laws, or- 
dinanceS) and inftitutions, which, according to the 
fcriptures, are in force under the gofpel c^peiifii* 
tion. 

Fourtffy Let it be well obferved, that accordin ' 
ft> t^Mpromie^ Chrift wiU be with bU nunifters, f 
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fiippoit and comfort tliem-~to bleis and fticc^ 
them in tile glorious work unto the end of the . 
world. Thei^ things beuig obferved, I fliall proceed 
to eonfider our text, with reference only to the fa« 
crameiit of baptifm-^and endeavor to ftew, 

I. That baptifm with water i$ an inftitution of 
Chrift, to be a ftanding ordinance in his church to 
the end of the world. 

Q. I {hall fpeak of the mode of baptifm as it ro- 
^eds the coBtroYerfy between us and our brethren 
eaHed Baptifts. 

I. I am to fpeak of water-baptifm, and fhew that 
it b an inftitution of Chrift, to be a (landing ordi- 
nance in the church to the end of the world. 

Hiere is a baptifm of the Holy Ghoft, and with 
fire, agreeably to Mark, i. 8. I, in4eed, have bap- 
tized you with water, but he fliall bapti:^ you wth 
the Holy Ghoft.** Luke, iii. 16. « He 6^11 bap- 
fizeyou with the Holy Ghoft, and wkh fire.** 
But its adminiftration Chrift has referved to himfelf. 
We no where read of his commanding any to ad- 
xpii^ifter fuch a baptifm. Some; indeed, fince the 
appftles'- day, have undertake to do it ; but we 
j^xpe^ they will ftand reproved in the great day of 
the Lord. 

That baptifm by water is an inftitution of Chrift, 
b very evident from our text. *^ Go, fays Chrift, 
te^ch, or difciple all nations, baptizing them,'' &ic. 
They are commanded to teach, and they^ are 
commanded to baptize. The fame prec^ is alfo 
recorded^ Mark^ xvi. 15, 16. And he (aid unto 
th^. Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gQfi]»el unto every creature. He that believ^ib^ 
i 1^ i^'hutized, inall be faved ; but he tluit beUe^«^ 
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the apoftles, and primitive minifters of Chrift, bap- 
tizing all whom they difciplined to him. On the 
day of Pentecoft, when three thoufand were added 
to the church in one day, the apoftles called on them 
to repent, and be baptized. The Quakers, and 
fome others, deny that baptifm with water is to be 
continued in the church ; but the contrary feemi 
evident, from the very face of the command. The 
apoftles, and fucceeding minifters of Chrrft, were 
commanded to teach, to preach the gofpel, and to 
baptize all nations ; and in faithfully teaching a^d 
baptizing, Chrift promifcs to be with them to the 
end of the world. Our bleffed Saviour, likewife, 
exprefsl'y enjoins on the apoftles, to teach his difci- 
ples to obferve all things whatsoever he hath com- 
manded them ; but baptifm by water was the conr- 
mand which had juft then proceeded from his fe- 
cred lips. It is manifeft that the primitive church 
received the practice from the apoftles, and obferved 
it is a command of Ghrift. 

The defign of baptifm as a feal of the covenant,- 
and badge of the Chriftian profeflion — its ufe as an 
initiating ordinance into the church, ajid its obvi- 
ous fignification;^ all plainly fliew it to be a ftanding 
inftitution in the church, and to be adminiftered 
with water, to all proper fubjefts, " in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft,*' 
by all the fathAil minifters of Jefus Chrift. 

II. I am now to fpeak of the mode of baptifm. 

'Before I proceed, two remarks are worthy of 
particular notice.. 

1. As baptifm is merely a pofitive inftitution of 
Chrift, nothing, with regard to its mode, fhould IjQ 
made eflential, but what Chrift has exprefsly cmdi^ 
€d^ This obfervation muft be too evident to 
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^th any oppofition. Should any thmk this or that 
mode moil decent, convenient, or fignificant, let 
them anfwer a good confcience, where the fcriptures 
are lilent ; but let them not make it eflential to 
baptifm, unlefs it is exprefsly emoined by Chrift. 

2. No denomination of Chriftians has a right to 
fet up one mode of baptifm as efTential, and exclude 
all other modes without exprefs fcripture warrant,^ 
or fome pofitive proof, that it is the will of Chrift, 
the great king and head of the church. The reafon 
of this is plain. Since it is the prerogative of 
Chrift to appoint the ordinances of his church, it 
muft belong to him alone to determine, what 
fliQuld be confidered effential to them. For any, 
therefore, to determine the exclufive mode of bap- 
tifm, or make any thing effential to it, which 
Chrift hinxfelf has riot appointed^ is not only very 
uncharitable to their brethren, but alfo a great pre*, 
foipption ou the prerorative of Chrift. Oixx bretH- 
ren,^ the BaptUts^ my hearers, hold with us, that 
baptifm muft be adminiftered, by a regular micjf- - 
tpr of Chrift, with water, in the name of the Father, 
Son,, and Holy Ghoft ; but, they affert, that it 
muft be done in the mode of dipping, or plunging 
the whole body under water, otherwife it woula 
be no chriftiah baptifm. Let us now candidly exr 
amine this matter. The queftion is not, whether 
dipping or plunging is baptifm, but whether plung- 
ing or dippmg is the only mode of chriftian bap- 
tifm. It is uiot fufficient for them to prove in the 
cleareft manner, that plunging is a proper mode 
of baptifm ; but they ought to prove, and muft 
^ove, if they do any thmg to the purpofe, that 
plunging is the only mode of baptifev V} ^sv- 
ttituted by Chrift. InattetiUoii to tKv& otc^ws^i&a^^ 
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I believe, has been the occafion of much doubt 
and confufion in the minds of fome, if not the 
fource of real impofition, in this point, on many 
chriftians. But, I hope, your minds may be free 
from all fuch impofitions, and that you may be 
able, ill the truth, to ftand faft in the liberty where- 
with Chrift has made you free. 

Let us now, keeping thefe things in view, con- 
fider the words of the inftitution, as we have them 
in our text. " Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, Teaching 
them to obferve all things wliatfoever I have com^ 
manded yo}! : and, lo, I am with you alway, event 
unto the end of the world/* Here we have the 
plain command to baptize, but not any thing pofi- 
tive refpefting the mode. Does this prove that, 
plunging is the only fcripture baptifm ? — Would, 
not one of the baptifts have expreffed it differently, 
he defigned to eftablifh dipping the body under. 
: , ipfater as the only mode of baptifm ? Since the bap*, 
lifts affert, that the true meaning of the word bap*, 
tize, is to dip or- plunge under water, this mml 
command fome attention ; but as it will lead us. 
back to the original language in which the gofpel 
was written, waters too deep for moft of you, my 
dear hearers, I fliall firft lead you where you may 
fee for yourfelves. 

1. We affert, that the word baptize does not 
now generally fignify to plunge or dip any thing 
under v/ater ; nor is it any where confined to this 
fignification alone, but among the baptifts. — ^They 
fay, on the contrary, that we have perverted the 
word to fupport our own pradUce*— We therefote 
sJTert, 
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^. That the word baptize did not, in our Sa- 
viour's time, always fignify plunging or dipping* 
Luke, xi. 38, " And, when the Pharifee faw it, he 
marvelled, that he had not firft wafhed before din- 
ner or, as it is in the original, that he was not 
firft bapti:sed. We all know^that baptizing here 
does not mean the dipping or plunging of the 
whole body under water, but only the wafliing of 
the hands. But is the word baptize here mifap- 
plied and perverted ? Who has done it ? 

It is alfo certain, that this word is ufed by infpi- 
ration to fignify divers wafhing without any refer- 
ence to the mode, Mark, vii. 4, " And from the 
market, except they baptize or wafli, they eat not.*' 
The word baptifmous^in this and the eighth verfe, de- 
ferves particular attention. Being in the plural 
number, it muft fignify various modes of wafliing, 
of cups, pots, brazen veffels, and of tables. The 
word is likewife applied to the many kinds of cere*, 
monial wafliings. Heb. ix. 10. Only in meafe' 
and drinks, and divers baptifms or wafljings/' 
Some of thefe wafliings or cleanfings were per- 
formed by pouring, others by fprinkling, andfom'e 
of them could not be done by dipping or plunging. 

There are many other places in the fcriptures 
where the word is ufed to fignify any kind of wafli- 
ing or cleanfing, even where there is no dipping. 
Some of our brethren, the BSptifts, may, perhaps, 
ftill infifl:, that according to the beft lexicographers 
and moft approved mafters of the original lan- 
guage, this word fignifies dipping or plunging only. 

'It may therefore be neceffary for their fakes, to 
-pay fome farther attention to this matter ; though 
if all the Lexicons in the world ftvovsXiiL 
their appropiisLte memvfig of lYve^ox^^Sx ox^'^^^ 
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have no weight with you contrary to the known 
ufe of it by divine infpiration — ^However, for your 
better iatisfadion, I have examined a number of 
lexicographers, and find, that all of them allow 
the word bapti%o^ to fignify any kind of wafliing^or 
cleanfing with water. This matter I believe, will 
be clear beyond all doubt, to any one who will take 
the trouble to examine Hefychius, Budeus, Scapu- 
la, Stephanus, and Dr. Leigh's Critica Sacra. 
They are all acknowledged to be great mailers 
in the Greek language, and they allow the word to 
fignify wafhing in general. 

In their Lexicons and Commentaries, they fay, 
baptizo JavOj which fignifies, beyond all difpute, 
waflfing in general — baptifma lavaiioj ablutio^ walk- 
ings ablution, which we all know may be done, and 
is often well done, without plunging . the body all 
under the water. It is of no force to fay, that th^ 
word alfo fignifies to wa(h by dipping, or plung* 
in^ ; becaufe it then allows of other modes of bap- 
^ -tizing befides dipping* 

This is granting all we contend for in the tcart, 
that our bleffed Saviour did not command and fix 
any particular mode of walhing with water in the 
facred inftitution of baptifm, and that he does not 
require dipping or plunging, any more than fprink- 
- ling or pouring, but only baptifm. 

Some fay, that the word baptizo is derived from 
hapto* which all allow to fignify dipping or plung- 
ing only, as the dyers do when they mean to tinge, 
or form a bright colour ; and, therefore, it muft 
have been the defign of our Saviour to fix the 
mode of baptifm by that word. — But this is nothing*^ 

^' ^ Even the word ba^ does not ^Iwayv li^ify to dip or* phnye; % 
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J purpofe. If our Saviour defigned to eftab- 
le mode by the word, why did he not in the 
ition of baptifm, make ufe of bapto inftead of 
which would at once have carried the al- 
. more ftrongly, and forever fixed the mode 
)tifm to plunging only, as the Baptifts would 
it ? — ^It is more than probable that the word 
\o was ufed by our Saviour, and not bapto ; 
fe it carried the beautiful allufion of the oth- 
it left his church at liberty to ufe the various 
s of adminiftering the holy ordinance accord- 
\ the different climes and feafons — according 
5 different circumftances and neceffities — and 
ding to the various infirmities of his dear 
e. 

vz,s his maxim, " I will have mercy and not 
ce." — But not to weary you with thefe re- 
5, we fhall return to the law and teftimony — 
ne you fee that the mode of dipping 2ts the 
true baptifm, is not enjoined by our Saviouc 
; words of the inftitution, where we (hould 
certainly have found it, had it been his de- 
-let us examine fcripture example refpedting - 
lode of baptifm. There we have a right to 
\ fome pofitive proof, that dipping is the only 
, efpedally fince it is not pofitively and ex- 
y enjoined in the words of the inftitutiom 
Fall the examples of baptifm we have record* 
ere moft evidently performed by plunging, it 
i no more than' prove that plunging is on6 
ural mode, or at leaft it would not alone prove, 
t is indifpenfably neceffary to baptifm. The 
m of our bleffed Saviour, by John, m Jordan, 
s our firft attention. Matt. iii. 16/^ Mx^. 
bSn he was baptized, weat ftr^igJkiXM^^ oxxv 

' F ^ i 
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the water/* — ^This may be true hiftory, though h 
were not baptized by plunging. His coming u] 
out of the water may have no refpcft at all to th 
mode of baptifm ; tor it was manifeftly after h 
was baptized. Here we might moft furely hav 
expe&ed it to have beon eftabliihed, were any on* 
of the modes of baptizing to be the only true bap 
tifm. But we are ftill left without any thing cer 
tain to determine, whether our blefled Saviour him 
felf was baptized by fprinkling, pouring, plunging 
or fome other way. — Mark alfo fays, " Jefus wai 
baptized of John, in Jordan but refpedking th< 
mode, he is wholly filent. — He might have beer 
baptized by either mode, efpecially as there wai 
water enough for dipping. — ^The fa£k that Jefus 
came up out of the water after he was baptized] 
cannot with any certainty prove, that he had been 
plunged all under the water upon that folemn oc« 
cafion. 

The next example is John's baptizing at Enon, 
John, iii. 23, And John was alfo. baptizing in 
Enon, near to Salem, becaufe there was much wa- 
ter there ; and they came and were baptized." 
This does not even prove that John baptized bf 
plunging, much lefs that dipping is the only mode 
of baptifm. Where there were fuch multitudes of 
people as reforted to John, much water muft have 
been necelTary for their ufe, had he baptized by 
pouring or fprinkling. 

John, notwithftanding all that appears to the 
contrary from the facred hiftory, might have ufed 
all the modes on different fubjefts, according to 
their fl^x, age, and circumftance. On the day of 
Pemocoft, when there were three thoufand added 
^ the church in one day^ is it not very improbaUfSi 
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that any of them, fince it is incredible that all of 
them, were baptized by plunging ? The baptifm of 
the Eunuch is another example recorded in fcrip. 
ture — ^we have a particular hiftory of this in the 8th 
chapter of the Afts of the apoftles — " and they 
went down both into the water, both Philip and the 
Eunuch, and lie baptized him ; and when they 
were come up out of the water, the fpirit of the 
Lord caught away Philip/* This is a very particu* 
lar defcription of the fi&lemn tranfafkion upon 
which the Baptifts muft infift, as a clear and pofi- 
tive proof, that plunging is the only ijcripture bap- 
tifm. 

But I hope, in a few words to fhew, that this is 
fo far from proving, that dipping is the only fcrip- 
ture baptifm, that there is not any certain proof 
whether the Eunuch himfelf was baptized by 
plun^ng, pouring, or fprinkling. Here let it be 
noticed, that the Greek prepofition eis^ does not 
always fignify, into, as it is here tranflated, but is 
often tranflated, to or unto — 2SiA ek tranflated, out 
of, very frequently fignifies,yr^w any thing. Agree- 
able to this, the paffage may be thus read- — " And 
they went down both to the water, both Philip and 
the Eunuch, and he baptized him ; and when 
they were come up from the water,*' &c.* 

I may now appeal to any impartial mind, that if 

• Sonie fuppofe that the mctte of baptifm is clearly afcertaioed, by its 
being faidof Chrift and others, that at the time of their baptifm they 
went down into the water, and came up out of the water. If fuch will 
turn to the hiftory of Ifrael's tranfit over Jordan, they will find it re- 
peatedly aiSerted that they vrtnt down into Jordan, (the lame river in 
which Chrift was baptized,) and came up out of Jordan, and wet the 
folesof their feet only. If Ifrael went down into Jordan, and came up 
ont of Jordan, and were not plun;;:ed all over in Jordan^ 9& '\\, \% c«t\5bcok. 
•^^Mj weria not, then ChnQ,'» going into Jordan, andi cocn\ik\^>3Li2 
Jerdao, farmlhes no evidence that he wat baptized V] v\>xn!^xk%. 
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my one fiiould read this hiftory, who has heard of 

baptizing only by pouring water upon the perfon 
baptized, whether he will not immediately fay the 
Eunuch was baptized in that way ; and whether 
he who has never feen the ordinance adminiftered 
only by fprinkling of clean water, will not as cer- 
tainly conclude, that Philip baptized him by that 
mode ? — But could this poffibly be the cafe, if 
there were in the text any clear and certain proof 
in favor of plunging ? We will now <;onfid|gr the 
paffage more critically — and they went down 
both into the water, both Philip and the Eunuch." 
The going down into the water could not be the 
baptifm here recorded ; becaufe Philip muft then 
alfo have been baptized, fmce they both went down 
into the water. But the plain faft is, that the going . 
down into the water, is no part of the baptifm here, 
but a diftinft thing — " And^ he baptized him.** 
This fentence contains the baptifm, and all that is 
certain about the mode in which it was adminifter<- 
ed. After the Eunuch was baptized, it is faid, 

they both came up out of the water.** Does ' 
this prove that the Eunuch was plunged ? and why * 
not Philip ? Since he alfo came up out of the water. 
Should it be granted that the Eunuch was dipped, 
which is by no means certain, it will not eftablifli 
dipping as the only fcriptural mode of baptifm. 
Neither will it prove, that it is e^^ential to the right 
adminiftration of the ordinance, efpecially as it is 
not made neceffary by him, who is the acknowledg- 
ed author of the facred inftitution. 

Let us now confider thofe particular palTages of 
facred fcripture, which are brought to prove that 
plunging is the only true mode of fcripture bap 
ti/in — The firft I fhall take uolke of \s inColoflian^^ 



11. 1 2, and the parallel text in Romans, vi. 4, " Btf* 
ried with him in baptifra, wherein ye alfo are rifen 
with him through the faith of the operation of God, 
who hath i-aifed him from the dead. ITierefore 
we are buried wkh him by baptifm into death : 
that like as Chrift, was raifed up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even fo we alfo fliould 
walk in newnefs of life." It is very clear that the 
defign of infpiration in thefe words, was not to ef- 
tablifh any particular mode of baptifm'. It was to 
(hew, that all thofe to whom he addreffed himfelf, 
who were truly baptized into Jefus Chrift, had 
really the internal change fignified by baptifm. 
They were baptized into his death, as the apoftle 
expreffes it. They were really dead, and buried 
with Chrift as to fin, and with him were rifen again; 
and they alfo were really alive uato God, and 
could not defire to live any longer in fin. 

This is true with refped to all thofe who have 
this internal fpiritual change, by the wafhing of 
regeneration, and fprinkling of the blood of 
Chrift fignified by baptifm ; though they were 
baptized only by fprinkling. They are truly and 
fpiritually baptized into his death — They " are bu- 
ried with him by their baptifm into death and 
they alfo " are truly rifen with him through the 
faith of the operation of Grod, who hath raifed Chrift 
from the dead." 

Let us not, my hearers, be too ftrenuous, but 
candid and generous to our brethren, who fcem to 
be a little ftraitened on this fubjefir. Let us allow, 
that the apoftle has reference to the external mod-.? 
of baptifm. It will then prove that plunging is an 
allowed mode — But grant th?it it was an approv<i<3L 
mode > grant that it was a mode ol Wtjv&kv ^^-^c.* 
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fifed in thofe warmer climes ; and, ftill farther, 
grant that it was the only mode pra&ifed by the 
apoftles, even then it will not by any means follow, 
that plunging is the only chriftian baptifm. It is 
not exprefsly commanded, and exclufively enjoined 
by our Lord and Mailer, in the original inftitution ; 
neither any where elfe in the facred fcriptures, is it 
intimated to be his wilL 

Some, to prove dipping to be the only baptifm, 
have made ufe of 1 Cor. x. 2. And were ail 
baptifed unto Mofes, in the cloud, and in the fea." 
But it is probable, that they who imagine it to the 
purpofe, are ftill where our fathers were, under a 
cloud, and have not yet paiTed through the fea. 
Should any think it refers to the mode of chriflian 
baptifm, I (hall only obferve, that the fpray of the 
waters on the right and left, and the mift of the 
cloud above, as they pafTed through the fea, gently 
fprinkling them, do as aptly reprefent, to an im- 
partial mind, the mode of fprinkling. But the 
apoftle, Eph. iv. 5, fays, " One Lord, one faith, 
one baptifm.** It is true that we acknowledge 
but one baptifm by water, even thai inftituted by 
our bleffed Lord in our text ; but flill there may 
be different ways of applying the water in the facred 
wafhing, fuch as may anfwer a good confcience, an4 
may moft aptly reprefent the manner of his death 
with Chrift, as to fin, and his rifing again to fpiritual 
life. The three modes ufed in the proteflant 
church, taken together, may moft fitly reprefent 
the out pouring of that all powerful influence of 
the Holy Spirit, by which the command comes 
l^ome to the guilty foul : by which fin revives, and 
the fiiiner is overwhelmed in death. They maj 
alfo reprefent that fpiritual wafhing of regeneratiom 
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and fprinkling of the precious blood of Chrift, by 
which die foul is cleanfed from fin and guilt, and 
rifes with Chrifl to a new fpiritual life and com- 
fort, through faith, which is of the operation of 
God. 

On the whole, it at lead: is evident, that our 
brethren the Baptifls ought to be a little lefs pof- 
itive on this fubjed, and more , modefl and char-, 
itable toward thofe who differ from them in that 
refpe£t. They hold that without dipping or plung- 
ing the body all under the water, there is no chnf- 
tian baptifm ; efleeming themfelves, from this 
principle, the only chrifUan church in the world : 
diey will hold no chriflian communion with any 
of the proteflant churches. 

The Epifcopal church adminiflers baptifm by 
pouring, and thofe of their communion ufe that 
mode. "We think the mode of fprinkling as fcrip- 
tural as pouring or plunging ; but yet we can ufe 
either mode as may befl anfwer a good confdence 
to him who is baptized. 

The mode of baptizing, by fprinkling clean 
water, we think was holden forth by the Jewifh 
types, and clearly foretold of the chriflian church 
in £zek. xxxvi. 25, 26, " Then will I fprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye fhall be clean from 
all your filthinefs, and from all your idols will I 
cleanfe you. — A new heart alfo will I give you, and 
a new fpirit will I put within you ; and I will take 
away the flony heart out of your flefh, and I will 
give you a heart of flefh/- It is exprefsly promifed 
to Chrifl, in Ifa. Hi- 15, "So fhall he fprinkle 
many nations ; the kings fhall fhut their mouths at 
him, for that which had not been told them fhall 
they fee i and that which ihe^ lva.d xlovV'^m:^^ 'iwa^ 
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they confider." This mode of baptifm is very er-* 
preffive of our being wafhed and cleanfed from our 
fins, filth, and pollution, by the precious blood of 
Chrift, which is, therefore, called the blood of 
fprinkling. Heb. xii. 22 — 24. " But ye are come 
unto Mount Zion — and to Jefus the Mediator of 
the New Covenant, and to the blood of fprinkling, 
that fpeaketh better things than that of Abel.** — 
1 Pet. i. 2. " Eled according to the fore-knowl- 
edge of God the Father through fanftification of 
the Spirit unto obedience, and fprinkling of the 
blood of Jefus Chrift.*' 

Upon the whole, it is clear to me, beyond a 
doubt, and I ferioufly think it will alfo appear to 
every impartial mind, that it was not the defign 
of Chrift to confine his church in the adminiftra- 
tion of baptifm, to either of the modes which have 
been mentioned. He, therefore, has given fuf- 
ficient light in his word, to countenance the ufe 
of either mode, as the circumftances and neceffities 
of his people may require. To afcertain the proper 
fubjeds of this ordinance, is a matter of much 
greater importance. I fhall, therefore, proceed 
upon that fubjeft, after making a few remarks. 

1 . Our brethren are moft certainly wrong and 
fchifmaticalj in rejecting all other chriftian churches, 
Cfi account of their difference in the mode of ad- 
miniftering baptifm. They have no fufficient war- 
rant to make dipping or plunging effential to the 
very being of baptifm. — We do not doubt that 
many of them think they are right ; but it is very 
clear to me, that fuch have never thoroughly and 
impartially examined the facred fcriptures, or have 
not yet learned what that meaneth, " I will have- 
mercy and not facrifice,** 



2. We may, and ought to own thofe minifters 
and churches which Chrift Jefus owns, and bleffes 
with his graces, prefence and influence in the ad- 
miniftration of his word and ordinances, agreeably 
lo his precious promife in the text, — We believe 
he thus owns fome of the Baptift churches and 
minifters ; and, if we make the comparifon, we 
truft fome of our minifters and churches are noth- 
ing behind them^ Should we not then blofs 
God together, and loye one another as brethren ? 
Who objefts to this ? Let him anfwer it to our 
Lord and mafter. But rather let him now, in love, 
receive the light and truth as it is in Jefus — let him 
Jeam to be lefs bitter and cenforious — let him be 
more modeft and charitable towards the church of 
Chrift, and let him not make a fchifm where Chrift 
makes no difference. 

3, It is of great importance as matters now ftand, 
that we all fhould critically and impartially exam- 
ine the facred fcriptures on this point. Important 
for us that we may know and have our minds ef- 
tabliflied in the truth ; and be able to " ftand 
faft in the liberty wherewith Chrift has made us 
free.*' Important for the Baptifts, that they may 
be lefs zealous in matters non- elTential ; but more 
zealous in the things that make for the peace, and 
the edifying of the body of Chrift in love ; left 
fome of them fuffer lofs when they fliall be faved 
fo as by fire, and others ftand reproved in the great 
day of the Lord. 
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THE QUALIFICATIONS IN ADULTS FOR 
ADMISSION TO BAFllSM. 



ACTS, vni. S?. 

And Pmili> said, if thou belibvest with all 
thinb h£art> thou maybst. 

This was the anfwer given by Philip, 
an eminent preacher of the gofpel, to the Ethiopiaa 
Eunuch's requeft to be baptized. " See/* faid the 
Eunuch, " here is water ; what jdoth hinder me 
to be baptized Philip replied, " if thou believeft 
with all thine heart, thou mayeft.**— The Ethiopi. 
an anfwered, I believe that Jefus Chrift is the 
Son of God.'' Upon this profeifion he was bap« 
tized. 

There are two queftions about the proper fub- 
jefts of baptifm. One refpefts adult perfons — ^the 
other infants. Our text has immediate reference 
enly to the former, and is a proper anfwer to diait^ 
queAion. 
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We (hall, therefore, now proceed to confider, 
who, among the adults to whom the gofpel is 
preached, are to be bapdzed,or what qualifications 
in fuch are neceflTary to baptifm. Let it here be 
well remembered, that as the facred fcriptures are 
the rule, we muft neither increafe, nor diminifli 
the qualifications therein prclcribed. — I fliall, there- 
fore, call your attention, 

I. To the facred fcriprurcs on this fubjeft.— 
And then proceed, 

IL To prove the neceffary qualifications for 
adult baptifm, from the nature, ufe, and defign of 
the facred inftitution. 

The enquiry now before us is, who among the 
adults, that live under the light of the gofpel, and 
are capable of hearing and underftanding its folemn 
and interefting report, are to be baptized ? — ^The 
obfervations which fliall be made in this difcourfe, 
are to be underftood with reference only to thefe. 
The other queftion, refpedting infants, mufl be dif- 
tinftly confidered in another place. 

On this fubjed, my brethren, we have the Bible 
open before us ; but the text claims our firfl: at- 
tention, becaufe of its place at the head of this dif- 
courfe ; " If thou believefl with all thine heart, 
thou mayefl'* be baptized. This text muft be al- 
lowed to import, that if thou doft not believe with 
all thy heart, thou muft not be baptized — may 
not baptize thee. It is evident that rhilip here in- 
tended two things by his anfwer. I. To refer the 
Eunuch to his own confcience before God. 2. To 
obtain fome credible evidence of the true ftate of 
his mind. The firft being clear, the Eunuch read* 
ily and folemnly anfwers the fecond in the follow- 
ing emphatical words — 1 believe that Jefu Girifi it 
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the Son of God. What kind of faith is here requir- 
ed by the Evangelift, is the only queftion that re- 
mains tQ determine the fenfe of the text ; for it muft 
be fuppofed,that the Eunuch profeflcd the fame faith 
which Philip required. Some imagine it to be on- 
ly what is called an hiftorical faith — a common 
bare alTcnt of the underftanding to the hiftory of 
the gofpel — fuch as thofe commonly have who are 
educated under its light. But how this can be 
called believing with all the heart, can hardly be 
conceived, fince the very deliuition wholly excludes 
the heart. ^ 

Others fuppofe it is the fuith that, in fomc meaf- 
ure realiz?s to the mind the folemnity and impor- 
tance of the facts holden up to view hi the golpel, 
which mull greatly alRct the foul, and make the 
fmner tremble \ but does not imply any change of 
heart, or real conformity of it to the things believ- 
ed. — But how can this be a believhig with all the 
heart, which is, according to the fuppofition, a be- 
lieving againfl the heart! — I'hus the apoftle fays, 
" The devils believe and tremble." But let the 
fcripture explain itfelf, and we fliall not here be at 
a lofs. Rom. x. f), 10. That if you flialt con- 
fefs with thy mouth the Lord Jefus, and fhalt be- 
lieve in thine heart that God haih raifed him from 
the dead, thou flialt be faved. For with the heart 
man beiieveth unto righteoufnefs, and with the 
mouth confeflion is made unto falvation." To be- 
' lieve in the heart, and with the heart, is a faving 
faith in fcriptui^Wfti\guage ; " Fc»r v/ith the heart 
man beiieveth unto righteoufnefs.'* It is alfo ob- 
fervable, that the true confeflion with the mouth 
flows from^a believing heart ; for thus confeffioa. 
IS nstde unto falvati^n. 
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It b evident, that in order to baptifm, the Evan- 
gelift required faving faith in Chrifl:, and that of 
one alfo who was not a heathen. It {eeroM hence, 
clearly to follow, that of thofe to whom me gofpel 
is preached, no one is to be baptized but the believ- 
er, and he only upon giving credible evidence of 
his faving faith in Chrilt Jefus. This agrees with 
the moft obvious fenfe of the commifSon, Matth. 
xxviii. 19. Mark, xvi. 15, 16* " Go ye, there- 
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoft. And he faid unto them. Go ye in- 
to all the world, and preach the gofpel unto everv 
creature. He that believeth and is baptized fhaU 
be faved j but he that believeth not fliall be dam- 
ned." 

It accords with the doftrine Chrift taught long 
before, fee John, iii. 5. Jefus anfwered and faia 
unto him. Verily, verily, I fay unto thee, except a 
man be bom again he cannot fee the kingdom of 
<xod. Jefus a^wered. Verily, verily, I fay unto 
thee, except a man be bom of water, and of the 
Ipirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.*' 

It alfo feems to have been the uniform prafUce 
of ail the apoftles, according to the infpired records 
of their conduft. Afts, ii. 38 — " Then Peter 
faid unto them, repent and be baptized, every one 
of you in the name of Jefus Chrilft, for the remif. 
lion of fins, and ye fhall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghoft. Then they that gladly received his 
word were baptized } and the fame day there were 
added unto them about thrpe thoufand fouls.'' 

True repentance neceflarily implies a change of 
heart ; therefore to give up ourfelves to be ba.^- 
tized in the name of Jefus ChnSl, as caU^s^ u^^vil 



in the text, pre-fuppofes a faving faith. — It pre- 
fuppofes that faith, which is connefted with the 
forgiveld^ of fins. But to clearly determine the 
matter, mis added in the 41 ft verfe, " then they 
that gladly received the word/' which is the fame 
as believing with all the heart, " were baptized." 
Here it is inanifeft that the apoftles baptized none 
of the many thoufands, who heard them preach on 
that folemn occiifion, but thofe who appeared cor- 
dially to embrace the gofpel, Afts, viii. 12, 13. 
" But when they believed Philip preaching the 
things concerning the kingdom of God, and the 
name of Jcfus Chrift, they were bapt,ized, both 
men and women. Then Simon himfclf believed 
ahb,'* &c. Simon was baptized only on t^e fuppo- 
fition of faving faith, and was rcjcfted immediately 
when it appeared, that he was in the gall of bitter- 
nefs, and bonds of iniquity. I find no example in 
this facred hiftory, of adult perfons, who were 
baptized, but whrit confirms the fame thing.* 

Upon the whole, it is very evident, that though 
the apoftles preached the gofpcl to every creature, 
to Jews and Gentiles, yet they baptized no adult 
perfons, unlefs they made a profcffion of real re- 
ligion, and gave credible evidence of faving faith 
in the Lord Jcfus Chrift. Thus it appears from 
fcripture, that nothing ftiort of true and faving 
faith renders an adult perfon a proper fubjeft of 
chriftian baptifm. — I fnalJ now proceed, 

XL To argue the neceflTary qualifications for 
adult baptifm, from the nature, ufe, and defign of 
the facred inftitution. 

Under this head I ftiall -endeavor to ftiew, from 



* Sec the inlUnce of Ljrdia and the Julec — A&m^ vtl IS — S4^ 



[ 67 ] 



a Tariety of confiderations, that faith in Chrilt, 
and nothing Ihort of it, qualifies an adult perfon 
for baptifin. 

This will appear, yfry?, from the ufe olbaptifm 
as an initiating ordinance into the churCh. Our 
bleflfed Saviour, fpeaking of adult perfons, lays, 
John, iii. 3. " Except a man be bom again he can- 
not fee the kingdom of God.'* In the 5th verfe— 

Except a man be born of water, and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. And 
in John, xviii. 36. " Jefus anfwered, my kingdom 
is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this 
world, then would my fervants fight, that I fliould 
not be delivered to the Jews ; but now is my king- 
dom not from hence.'* The apoflle alfo alTerts, 
Titus, ii. 14, " That Chrift gave himfelf to redeem 
us from all iniquity, and to purify unto hirifelf a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works.'* 

If the church of Chrift is to confift of a peculiar 
people, feparated from the world — if a man 
nxuft be born of the Spirit to enter into this king- 
dom, it muft follow thatbaptifm, which introduces 
an adult perfon into the vifibh church, as a quali- 
fied member, ought not to be adminiftered to any 
of thefe but upon credible cvidonco, that they are 
thus qualified. This is exaftly agreeable to the 
anfwer of our queftion, in the Shorter Catechifm, 
which fays, " That baptifm is not to be adminifter- 
^ ed to any who are out of the vifible church, until 
they profefs their faith in Chrift, and obedience to 
him.'* 

2. From the defign of baptifm, as a feal of the 
covenant of promife, both on God's, and on our 
part. In this covenant are promifes to the church 
in general, and to the believer \vl ^^\.v:.\sJax^ ^issc 
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himfelf and his children, as I fliall fliew on another 
occafion. But nothing Ihort of fiuth in Chrift 
brings an adult perfon into this covenant, and en^ 
titles him to the promifes. The proxnifes are yea 
Qnd2medi only in Chrift Jefus, agreeably to S 
Cor. i. 20. Since it is by faith only tHat a perfon, 
who a£ts for himfelf, or who, according to the 
gracious conftitution, a£ks for others, a^es to the 
covenant, or takes hold of the promife, it is a great 
abfurdity to adminifter baptifm, which is a feal of 
the covenant to any adult unbeliever. Faith, there* 
fore, in Chrift, or an hearty agreement to the covc^ 
nant on our part is abfolutely necefiary to baptifm. 

S. Adult baptifm is a public folemn profeffion, 
that we do forfake our fins, that we renounce our 
idols, and give ourfelves and ours to God througE 
Jefus Chrift. But no perfon a&ually does this ex- 
cept he has faith in Jefus Chrift. Philip, therefore, 
faid, If thou believeft with all thine heart thoo 
mayeft'' be baptized. Confequently true iiadth h 
a neceffary qualification in adult baptifm. But to 
fum up the whole, and bring it before you in one 
view— If adult baptifm fignifies any thing fpiritual 
on the part of the baptized, if it feals to him anj 
promife for himfelf, or for his children, it muft 
fuppofe real faith. For example : the wafliing 
away of our fins by the blood of Chrift muft cer- 
tainly fuppofe faith in Chrift, or elfe it fignifies that 
which is not true. If it feals to adults the prom- 
ifed bleffings ofthenew covenant for themfelves, 
or for their children, it is only through Chrift, and 
necefiarily fuppofes faith. In whatever light we 
CDnfider the fubjeft, faving feith appears to be a 
qualification efientially neceflary for adult baptiiiru 
All tbeinftances of adult baptifm^ we hav« record* 




They clearly fhew, that the apoftles, and primitive 
difciples of Chrift did not baptize any to whoni 
they preached the gofpel, on the fuppofition of a 
mere hiftoricai faith, or becaufe they were only 
ferioufly affefted. JFelix trembled, but was not 
baptized. And, no doubt, many others trembled 
under the powerful preaching of the apoftles on ^ 
the day of Pentecoft ; but we do not read that any 
of them were baptized, except thofe who gladly 
received the word. When th-i apoftles went out 
to the Gentiles, they pn-ached the gofpel to vaft 
multitud»3S ; but we do not find that they baptized 
any adults, either men or wouicn, except thofe 
who made a credible profciTr ai of their faith in 
Chrift, 

We have fufficient light, therefore, whether we 
look direftly to the fcriptures, or reafon on the 
nature, ufe, and deiign of this inlliturion, to fliew 
us that faith is an effential pre-requifite to adult 
baptifm ; or that this ordinance muft not be ad-^ 
miniftered to any but through the qualifying influ- 
ence of this grace. The reafon is obvious. All 
the promifcd bleffings of the covenant of grace are 
tresdured in Chnft for his church and people, and 
flow out to them only through faitli.* This alone 
unites us to him, and gives us a gracious title to 
the privileges and bleffings granted to believers, 
either for themfelves or their children. The apof- 
tle addreflfed the multitude on the day of Pentecoft, 
exaflly in this connexion. 

Prefling on them the call to repentance, faith, ^ 
and baptifm, by this very argument, he faid, Re^^ 



aame'ofJefus Chrift, for the revxdSioit ^A/Wr-? 



pent and be baptized 
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For the promife is to you, and to your children." 
It is plain, that there is neither force nor propriety 
in this, unlefs repentance and faith were nece&ry 
to baptifm, and to the enjoyment of the bleffings 
and privileges of the gofpel church. 

That which qualifies an adult perfon for baptifm, 
gives him, through this ordinance, an equal rkht 
to enjoy all the privileges and bleflings of the free 
citizens of Zion. But nothing Ihort of faith in 
Chrift can give an adult perfon, before God, and 
nothing fhort of a credible profeflion of it can, in 
the view of the church, give him a right to the en- 
joyment of all thefe blemngs and privileges. Tditb 
in Chrift, therefore, muft be confidered as an ef« 
fcntial qualification for adult baptifmr— And, upon 
the ftrl^eft examination, this will be found to be 
agreeable to the pra£Hce of the church in purefl 
times. It alfo has been the fentiment and praftice 
of the moft pious and fuccefsful minifters of Chrift 
in every age of the church~and it agrees with the 
confeflion of the faith of our church, and I believe 
of all the heft reformed churches in the workL 
This difcourfe iliall now be clofed with a few re^ 
marks. 

1. Baptifm is a folemn inftitution. It is un* 
doubtedly of equal authority and folemnity with 
the holy ordinance, the Lord's fupper. Some 
feem to have loofe ideas of baptifm, and of the 
qualifications neceflary for its proper fubjefts, who, 
at the fame time, are very fuperftitious rdpe£dng 
the holy fupper. But, according to fcripture, they 
are both on the fame foundation-— both equtUy 
Solemn and facred. They have one author. Tbev 
^ >iea75 of the fame covenaxit \ zsA \he^ are both 
. *^Qt5 of the new tie&amraXy ^ndi x^Q^sfis^ ^ 
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hme qualifications in adult perfons — ^in both we 
have to deal with a heart-fearching God ; and we 
are to give up ourfelves in covenant to him, through 
Jefus Chrift, to be his for ever. — ^The fin of com- 
ing un(^ualified to both, is equallv heinous — ^the 
profanation of either is equally dangerous. — ^He 
who comes properly qualified to bapdfm, ought 
to blefs God, and come cheerfully to the Lord's 
fuppen 

2. The true church is founded on the rock 
Chrift Jefus. Since baptifm is the initiating ordi- 
nance into the church, faith in Chrift is neceflary 
Id baptifm in adult perfons. A credible profeffion 
of this faith is the ground upon which baptifm is to 
be adminiftered to any adult perfon. According* 
'ly we find that when Peter profefled his faith in 
Chrift, our blefled Saviour anfwered, (Matt. xvi» 
18.) " And I fay alfo unto thee that thou art Pe- 
ter, and upon this rock I will build my church ; 
and the gates of hell fhall not prevail againft it.'' 
There may be other churches, and indeed thofe 
matt be other churches, who are not built on this 
foundation, and make not any, or a different profef- 
fion. — They may be numerous and flourifhing ; 
but they certainly will be entirely confumed when 
every man's work fhall be tried by fire» 

8. The church of Chrift ougnt to hold the or- 
dinance of baptifm, very dear and facred. This 
not only fignifies and feals to believers the inefUma- 
Ue bleffings and privileges of the new covenant^ 
but is the ordinance of admiffion into the church* 
Ob ! how careful fhould the minifters and church* 
€B of Chrift be in their condud, left thi& &ct^ cst^ 
finance be pro&aed ! They fiioviVd ?\^^:^^\^ ^^e^ 
Jm^kaamy ihould pnrfm^ Vito i^\sx^^«^ 
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vcrlti lii-niUi know thiit luii^iftt-rs h.we no right, 
bur Irsni Chrift, to adminiftLr baptifm to any. 
Every one ought to kni^w, that it is not a matt».r 
of favor with them, whitli they nu y b( ftow at pleaf- 
urc, but at their peril. The wc rd of God is their 
rule : and we all know, or ouj^ht to know, that 
when this facred inftitution is niifapplied and 
abuled, it is always attended with fbnie of the 
worft confequences, both to the church and to the 
fouls of men. 

4. They who defpife and wilfully negleft this 
ordinance, cannot be chriftians. Though we do 
not hold that baptifm is abfolutcly ncceflary to fal- 
vation ; yet fmce it is a pofitive inftitution of Chrift, 
and enjoined on his church as a ftimding ordi- 
nance, they who wilfully negleft it, they who de- 
fpife it, are certainly chargeable with continued 
difobedience to him, and rauft be confidcred as 
deftitute of the diftinguifhing qualifications of 
chriftians. 

5. All thofe who arc baptized are under moft: 
folemn obligations to live holy lives — the.y are giv- 
en up to God — they arc fet apart for him — they 
ought to give up themfelves wholly to God and 
his fervice, and to live foberly, righteoufly and 
godly in all manner of converfation. For them 
now to live in fin, and to purfue the ways of the 
wicked, is to deny their baptifm ; is to difown the 
God of their fathers, and to load their fouls with 
aggravated guilt. ' Be perfuaded then, all you of 
this charafler, to renounce your tranfgreffions, 
fpare your own fouls, and give glory to God through 
Jefus CArift. Some of you V«i\e fokmalY ac-;- 

kaowledged thefe obligdtiotvsb^iote Oo^ \isa^K. 
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l>eopIe ; and hare fealed the covenant at the Lord's 
table : you ought, therefore, to love and fenre hunt 
whom you have thus acknowledged to be your 
God and Savioun Confider, oh ! conlider how 
aggravated your fills mufl be againft fuch folenm 
' ties ! ,Can you think any obligations fo (acred, fo 
folemn, fo often confirmed, as thofe which you are 
under, to foriake all the ways of fin, to live to God, 
and to ferve him with your whole foul ? 
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SERMON III 

INFANT BAPTISM^ 



GAL. III. 29. 

And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abki- 
ham's seed, and heirs according to thi 

PROMISE. 

Respecting the eternal council of 
God the Father, and the defign of his grace to- 
wards our loft world, we are informed, John, iii. 
] 6, Th.it " God fo loved the world that he gave j 
his only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth 1 
in hhn fliould not perifh, but have everlafting life." . 

To complete this glorious work of falvation ; to ] 
redeem us from all hiiquity, and purify unto him- 
felf a peculiar people ; to deftroy Satan's kingdom, ■ 
and to bring gloi7 to God in the falvation of fin* - 
ners — ^Jjfus Chrift was appointed Mediator of the 
New-Covenant. It plcafed God, foon after the 
fall of man, to reveal this gracious defign, and fet ' 
up his church and kingdom cn earth, which he has ■ 
fupported in every age of the world. To the 
members of this kingdom, God has, at different 
dmeSy promifed certam bV^^u^^^ ^xvd granted cer- 



tain privileges gradually difplaying the riches of 

his grace and goddnefs, in a variety of fucceffive 
difpenfations. The firft gracious intimation is re- 
corded. Gen, iii. 15, where it is promifed, that 
" The feed of the woman fliall bruife the ferpent's 
head.**- It pleafed God more fully to reveal this 
glorious defign to Abraham. With him he ef- 
tabliflied a gracious covenant ; a covenant which 
contained certain promifes. To him he alfo grant- 
ed certain blellings and privileges, both for his nat- 
ural and fpiritual feed, (Gen. xvii. 7.) Upon this 
I fliall hereafter have occafion to fpeak more fully. 
— God thus conflituted him the Father of the 
Faithful. He thus eftabliflied his covenant, that 
they fliould not only pattern his faith, but that all 
his fpiritual feed or children fliould alfo inherit 
the fpiritual bleflings and privileges of the cove- 
nant of promife. This the apoftle, more than 
once or twice, exprefsly aflerts in our context. 
" Know ye, therefore, that they which are of faith, 
the fame are the children of Abraham. And the 
fcripture forefeeing that God would jufl;ify the hea- ' 
then through faith, preached before the gofpel un- 
to Abraham, faying. In thee fliall all nations be 
blefled. So then they which be of faith are blelTed 
with faithful Abraham. That the blefllng of A- 
braha n might come on the Gentiles through Jefus 
Chrift ; that we might receive the promife of the 
Spirit through faith. For ye are all the children 
of God by Faith in. Chrifl: Jefus.*'* Then he fums 
up the whole in our text. If ye be Chrifl:'s, then 
are ye Alvaham*s feed, and heirs according to the 
proDMfe." . That the promife here mentioned, con- 
tained fpiritual bleflings and privile^e^ \ 

• VedtM, \ 8, 9, 14, ^ 
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granted tbefe to Abraham as the Father of the 

Faithftil ; that it was one of thofe bleflbigs con- 
tained in this covenant of promife, that in&nts 
were to be received with their parents into die 
church) and have the feal of the ri^hteouihels of 
£euth adminiftered to them — ^that this bleffing, or 
privilege of Abraham, is now come upon the Cren- 
tiles, through faith in Chrift, as is afferted in the 
14th verfe — ^and that all who are Chrift's, are A* 
braham's feed and heirs according to the promife 
as expreffed in cnr text, feem to be inconteftible 
truths. The doftrine iiJvirred from the words of 
our text, in this connexion, as the fubjed of the 
enfuing difcourfe, is, 

That believers under the gofpel difpenfadon 
have a right to baptifm for their infant children, 
or that the infants of fuch are to be baptized* 

To illuftrate and eftablifh this dodhine, it is pro* 
pofed by divine affiflance to jfhew, 
' L That God did gracioufly grant unto Abra* 
ham, as the father of believers, that infants fhould 
be received into the vifible church with -their po^ 
rents. 

II. That God commanded, that the feal of At 
righteoufnefs of faith ihould be adminiftered unto 
them. 

IIL That this great privilege is, under the gof- ' 
pel, confirmed and continued to believers. Or ' 
that the infant children of believers are to be bap* 
dzed. 

L I am to fhow. That God did gracioufly gnutf 
unto Abraham, as the father of believers, that iif^ 
fants fhould be received into the ififible churchr^tb 
their parents. 
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That the truth of this may clearly appear, feveiv 
al thmgs command particular attention* 

1. At a time when religion was very low in the 
world) and when the vifible church was almoft ex^ 
tin£i, God called Abraham out from the wicked 

' world, in order to fet up his church and kingdom 
in his family.* ■* 

2. When God had tried and proved Abraham's 
faith and obedience,! he eftablifhed his covenant 
with him as an everlafting covenant, and fet up his 
church in Abraham's houfe.| Here we fee certain 
commands enjoined on Abraham ; certain inftitu* 
tions for him to obferve, and certain bleflings and 
privileges granted to him for himfelf, and for his 
feed. Thefe bljeffiii^ were to continue in the 
church, and to defcehd to his children through fuc« 
ceeding ages. This was an everlafting covenant. 

I will ba a God to thee, and to thy feed after 
thee." 

3. Let it be ftridly obferved, that the fpiritual 
bl^fings contained in this covenant, were granted 

^ to Abraham as a father to the faithfiil. The^ are 
r iummed up in thefe emphatical words ; I will be 
; a God to thee, and to thy feed after thea" The 
Jews themfelves underftood it in this view, but con* 
fined the blei&ngs, both fpuritual and temporal, to 
Abraham's natural feed through the law. This 
grofs miftake the apoftle correds, in the chapter 
containing our text, by clearlv (hewing, that thejf 
tfrere defigned for his fpiritual feed alfo, through 
the gc^pd, whether Jews or Gentiles. The true 
ftate oif the matter was this — The viiible church at 
tbat tkae vas almolb fwallowed up in a deluge of 
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idolatry, and wickednefs— -but God was (deafed to 
tall forth Abraham, and begin a new difpenfation 
of grace to his church. To difplay more fiiUy his 
glorious defign, he gave richer promifes,and grant- 
ed more ample privileges. 

This was to be an everlafting covenant. Gen. 
xvli. 7. And I will eftablilh my covenant be- 
tween me and thee, and thy feed after thee, ii 
their generations, for an everlailing covenant, to be 
a God unto thee and thy feed after thee/' 

4. In this difpenfation of his grace to his church, 
he exprefsly granted unto Abraham this great priv- 
ilege, that infants fhould be received into thd vifi- 
ble church with their parents; and he ordered 
that the (ign of the covenant (hould be adminifter- 
ed to every male child at eight days old. The 
fame day, in obedience to the divine command, was 
Abraham circumcifed, and his fon IflunaeL* 

Here, my brethren, was fomething new and glo- _ 
rious— -Abraham, through this covenant, no doubt, / 
law Chriil, the glorious head of all his fpiri||^I I 
feed, and was glad, as our bleffed Saviour obferve&t / 

Under this difpenfation you fee that God ap- | 
pointed and commanded, that infants Ihould be re- i i 
ireived into the church with their parents. In&nts, I ^ 
by circumdiion as an initiating ordinance, were ad- I ^ 
mitted into the church. Thus the apoille hjh I ^ 
*A£ls, vii. 8. And he gave bim the covenant of | j 
circumcifion. And fo Abraham begat Ifaac, and | j 
circumcifed him the eighth day," &c. I ^ 

It is very evident that the church once poflefled ■ 
this ineftimable privilege of giving up. their chil- 
dren to God in the covenant of promife j and it 
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as evident that by the fpecial command of God, the 
faithful, in the only true church, enjoyed the fame, 
through fucceeding ages. They alfo had many, 
precious promifes for their children recorded in- 
the facred oracles, all which are yea and amen in 
Chrift Jefus to believers. — Of this I Ihall have oc- 
cafion to fpeak more freely in another place. 

11. I propofe to fliew, that God did command, 
that the feal of ttie righteoufnefs of faith fliould be 
adminiftered to infants. To prevent a difficulty 
from arifing in your minds, 1 would here obfervcj 
that no fign nor feal, which is wholly legal, and re- 
fpedls only temporal bleffings, can, with any pro-, 
prfety, be called a feal of the righteoufnefs of faith* 
Thofe who believe the facred fcriptures, cannot, 
doubt, that God commanded circumcifion to be adr^ 
miniftered to infants of eight days old.* 

It is commanded, that not only Abraham mu(L 
circumcife his own* children, but it is exprefsly 
commanded, that his feed after him muft be cir- 
oomcifed in their generations. So ftrift was the 
command, that every uncircumcifed male child was 
ordered to be cut oflF from God's people, becaufe 
he had broken the covenant. Some, perhaps, may 
fay, that this is nothing to the purpofe, for circum« 
cifion was a carnal, legal, bloody ordinance. They 
may fay, that it was a covenant of works, and could 
have no refpeft to Chriftian baptifm. As for fucb, 
let them take heed left they be found to oppofe the 
apoftle, and contradict the fpirit of infpiration. 
But, my hearers, let your minds be calm and at- 
tentive. Circumcifion was a feal of the righteouf- 
nefs of faith. The very fame circumcifion which 
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God appointed, and commanded to be adminifter- 
ed to infants, who were, by it, admitted into the 
covenant of promife v(ith their parents, was a feal 
of the righteouftiefs of faith.— Faith is not of works, 
but of grace. 

Whatever ends circumcifion might be fuppofed 
to anfwer in this, or the fucceeding difpenfation, 
yet it was here a feal of the righteoufnefs of that 
£uth, by which a believer is juftified and faved. 
The aix)ftle Paul referring exprefsly to this com- 
it!and of circumcifion, and foeaking of the blefled- 
nefs of thofe whofe fins are forgiven, fays, Romans, 
iv. 9, 10, 11, 12. " Cometh this bleflednefs then 
upon the circumcifion only, or upon the uncircum- 
cifion alfo ? for we fay "that fiaith was reckoned to 
Abraham for righteoufnefs. — How was it then reck- 
oned ? when hfe was in circumcifion, or in uncir- 
cumcifion ? Not in circumcifion, but in uncircum- 
cifion. — And he received the fign of circumcifion, 
a feal of the righteoufnefs of the faith which he had, 
yet being uncircumcifed : that he might be the fa- 
ther of all them that believe, though they be not 
circumcifed, that righteoufnefs might be imputed 
unto them alfo : — and the father of circumcifion ' 
to them who are not of the circumcifion only, but 
who alfo walk in the fteps of that faith ef our fa- 
ther Abraham, which he had, being yet uncir- 
cumcifed.** 

Having proved to you that circumcifion was a 
feal of the righteoufnefs of faith, and having proved, . 
that God himfelf commanded it to be ?dminiftered 
to infants as a ftanding ordinance in his churchj 
under the Abrahamic pnd Mofaic difpenfaticns of 
the covenant of promife, it, therefore, muft be ev- 
ident to every impartial mmd, l\v?x \\\^\xw^ Oswa^ 
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once had this grant from heaven, and that the meim 
hers of the vifible church did once, and for a long 
time enjoy this great, this interefting privilege. 
They did give up their infant offspring to God^ 
and in token of this the feal o£ the righteoufnefs of 
faith was adminiftered to them. 

Thefe are the points which were to be eftablifh- 
ed under the firft and fecond heads of this dif- 
courfe. But before I proceed to the next head, it 
may be neceffary to anfwer fome obje6kions, which 
have been thrown in the way of the truth, and 
which may ftiil be lurking in fome of your minds. 

It has been faid, that the law given at Sinai dif- 
annulled this covenant with Abraham ; that the 
law was four hundred and thirty years after this ; 
and that, fmce it was an entire new difpen* 
fation, attended with many new ceremonies, 
it muft have rendered the Abrahamic difpenfation 
ufeiefs. In confequence of this remark, fome have 
faid, that all arguments drawn thence are of no 
weight, and tend only to confufe and deceive weak 
minds. All this is very plaufible, indeed, and may 
have great weight with fome ; but it is eafy to Ihew 
every candid mind that the affertion is falfe, and 
that the objeftion has no force. 

1. Though it fliould be granted that the Abra- 
hamic difpenfation ceafed, when fuccecded by 
the Mofaic economy ; yet it will by no means 
follow^ that the covenant of promife was maSej 
void. Neither will it follow, thart: any of the blef- ^ 
fings and privileges once granted to believers, were 
taken away. Thefe may ft and good, and promifed. 
bleilin^ be more clearly holden up to view, and 
more liberally bcftowed on the chwcVv^ vcv ^ ws^ 
TOj, by the jfucceeding d\fpetl£^X\ou, •^'gc^^iri^^ v^- 

H2 
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the gracious defign of God, more fully to difplay 
his mercy. 

2. It is certain, that circumcifion, as a fign of 
the Abrahamic covenant, and as a feal of the 
righteoufnefs of faith, vfzs continued under the 
Jewifh difpenfation ; that the privileges granted to 
the church were continued — that many of the 
bleffings promifed to Abraham, as the father of 
believers, were enjoyed by the Jewilh church, ai^d 
that God bellowed thefe bleiTmgs on that people, 
as the God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and 
the God of Jacob. It, therefore, muft follow, that 
the Abrahamic covenant was not made void by 
the Jewifh difpenfation. 

3. But what is more than all, we have the apof* 
tie's exprefs declaration on this head— a declara-* 
tion, which, when properly confidered, muft for 
ever filence all fuch objeftors. Gal. iii. 17* 

And this I fay, that the covenant that was con- 
firmed before of God in Chrift, the law which 
was four hundred and thirty years after cannot 
difaiinul, that it fliould make the promife of none 
effift/* If the law, or Jewifli difpenfation, had 
made void this great promife, or privilege, it would 
now have been of none effeO:. — I'he bleffings could 
not have come upon us Gentiles. 

III. It is here propofed to fiiev/, that the priv- 
ilege once granted to Abraham, as the father of 
believers, that infants fliould be received into the 
vifible church with their parents, is confirmed .un- 
der the gofpel, and is continued to believers. 
Here it would be eafy to fhew, that all the prom- 
ifes, bleffings and privileges of the churcTi, con- 
tained in every difpenfation, in all their true fpizit- 
aalmeaniAg^ are, under t\ie ^otipe\,coT&cxo&«L«A 
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continued to believers ; but we are confined, by, 
the narrow limits of our difcourfe, to only one 
privilege. But let it be our prefent comfort, that 
this is not fmalK 

!• Every fpiritual privilege once granted to the 
church by its great King and Head, remains in 
full force ;intil repealed. This may be thus illuf- 
trated— God once granted unto Abraham, as a 
Either in the church, the privilege of giving up 
himfelf in covenant. This remained in force 
under the Jewifh difpenfation to all his feed, and 
as It is not yet repealed, remains ftill in force to 
alV his fpiritual children. This, I believe, will 
hold good with refpedt to all the fpiritual bleffin^s 
and privileges God has granted to his church m 
every age. Modes and lhadows may be changed, 
but the fubftince ftill remains. It has been proved, 
that God did grant and confirm unto his church 
the privilege that infants fhould be received into 
the vifible church with their parents, and that the 
fealof the righteoufnefs of faith fhould be given 
unto them. This, unlefs it has been repealed, 
moft certainly remains as an inheritance for be* 
Kevers, which they may enjoy as members of the 
vifible churchy and true children of Abraharaj 
For to ufe the apoftle*s argument, believers are 
all one in Chrift Jefus, and if ye be Chrift*s, then 
are ye Abraham's feed, and heirs according to the 
promife. 

If believers have now an undoubted, right, by 
heirfliip, to all the privileges of the covenant of 
promife granted to Abrajiam, which are not re- 
pealed under the gofpel, we may boldly affert, 
that if this privilege is not now repealed^ live, ccsccw- 
naxtd of Cod is now on all true V)^YieM«%\a 'g^^ 
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up their infants to him in covenant ; and, as a 
token to this, ought to have adminiftered to them 
that which is now the fign of the covenant, and 
feal of the righteoufnefs of faith. 

But we believe, and confidently affirm, that all 
the fpiritual bleffings and privil(»ges formerly 
granted to the church are now in full force. 

We have particularly proved, that this privi- 
lege alfo was once granted, it, therefore, remains 
confirmed under the gofpel, and continued to be- 
lievers. Thofe who* undertake to releafe chriftians 
from this command of God, and deny believers 
the ineftimable pleafure of giving up their dear in- 
fant offspring to God in covenant through Jefus 
Chrift, ought now folemnly to prove, that this 
privilege is made void by the gofpel. The burden 
of proof now lies upon our brethren, the Baptifts* 
Here we ought alway to put the laboring oar into 
their hands, and then let them labor fince they 
will undertake it. But, alas ! their talk here is as 
difficult as it is unthankful. — Our bleffcd Saviour 
charges us not to think thSt he came to " deftroy 
the law and the prophets." (Matth. v. 17.) The 
apoflle alfo affures us, that all the promifes are yea 
and amen in Chrift Jefus, (2 Cor. i. 20.) Agree- 
ably to this we may be affured that Chrift came to 
be unto his dear people all that the law typified of 
him — to fulfil all that the prophets foretold of 
him, and to beftow all tlbe fpiritual bleffings pro^- 
ifed in his word. 

But let us calmly hear, and let us without prej- 
udice examine what our brethren the Baptifts fav 
to prove that this privilege is repealed by the gofpel. 

1. It is faid that this covenant belonged to t^. 
Jewilb di/pejofation^^vhicU^^^ ^\vo\Vj '^'^V 
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by Chrift, and that confequently it is now r>f no 
force. 

Anf. 1. But ^though we allow that the Jewifli 
dii^enfation is now wholly done away — ^though 
• We alfo grant that this privilege belonged to it, 
yet it will not follow that this, or, indeed, any of 
the fpiritual bleflings and privileges are now re- 
pealed. We muft here diftinguifti between a dif- 
penfation, and the bleffings difpenfed. The for- 
mer is the way in which the latter are difplayed 
and conununicated. The Jewifti difpenfation was 
only the manner which God chole, by various 
laws, types and fhadows to difplay and communi- 
cate the bleffings of his covenant to the Jewifli 
Church. It is eafy to fee, that one difpenfation 
may entirely ceafe and give place to another, and 
yet all the covenant bleffings and privileges of th« 
former may be continued, an3, indeed, many 
more added and enjoyed under the latter. This, 
in fa£t, has been the cafe in the church thrqugh % 
various fucceffive difpenfations, as might very eafily 
be (hewn, were it neceffary. 

2. But we utterly deny that the covenant of 
promife containing the privilege for which we con- - 
tend, ever belonged to the Jewifli difpenfation. We 
aflert the reverfe, that the Mofaic difpenfation be- 
longed wholly to this, and was added four hundred 
and thirty years after, for fpecial reafons as the 
apoftle fays.* Since, therefore, the giving of the 
law did not difannul the covenant of promife, the 
taking of it away, certainly could not deflroy the 
privilege for which we contend. Ntlther could it 
make void tke folemn command by which it was 
enjoined, nor hinder the bleffitvg AJoT-aScc^cccv^ \^ 
^is refpe&^ from coming on the G«v\i\^^» '^v^i^ 

/ ♦ Gal. Ui. n, IB. 
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ihoft evidently the true ftate of the matter. Whci 
the Jewilh dilpenfation was taken away, the cove- 
nant command and promife, with^ll the fpiritual 
privileges and bleflings, came under the gofpel. 
difpenfation confirmed to true believers, the fpirit- 
ual feed of Abraham, the true heirs according to 
the promife. Thus it is eafy to fee, how the blef- 
fing of Abraham is now come on us Gentiles. 

To this it is objefted that the promife of the 
land of Canaan is done away. Though this objec- 
tion is not fo very evident in every refpeft ; yet 
grant it, and then the heavenly Canaan remains to 
the church, which was*the fpiritual meaning of the 
original promife. That circumcifion is aboli/bcJ 
by the gofpel, is another objeftion. But notwith- 
ftanding this, the fpiritual bleifings fignified by cir- 
cumcifion, remain under the gofpel ; and Jefus 
Chrift fulfils it to his people by circumcifing their 
hearts. Chrift, under the gofpel difpenfation, has 
Alfo inlKtuted baptifm, to be the fign of the cove- 
nant, and the feal of the righteoufnefs of faith. 
This, therefore, is called by the apoftle the circum- 
cifion of Chrift. Col. ii. 11, 12. "In whom alfo 
ye are circumcifed with the circumcifion made with- 
out hands, in putting off the body of the fins of the 
flefli, by the circumcifion of Chriftjj, buried with 
him in baptifm,'* &c. 

Baptifm now remains under the gofpel an ini- 
tiating ordinance into the church. It is now the 
fign of the covenant of promife, and the true feal 
of the righteoufnefs of faith. From this there is 
not the leaft evidence that the command is repeal- 
ed, and the granted privilege taken .away j but, 
on the contrary, it. clearly (hews, that they are 
full force on believers uuder v\ve ^o^^d. 
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INFANT BAPTISM. 

Ik 



GAL. III. 29. 

And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abra- 
ham's SEED, AND heirs ACCORDING TO THE 
PROMISE. 



IN the preceding difcourfe, this dodrine 
was inferred from the words of our text, viz. 

That believers under the gofpei difpenfation have 
a right to baptifm for their infant offspring or that 
the infants of fuch are to be baptized. 

In iliuftrating and eftablifliing this dodrine, we 
have fliown. 

That God did gracioufly grant untq Abraham, 
as the father of believers, that infants ftiould be re* 
ceived into the vifible church with their parents : 

That God commanded, that the feal of the 
righteoufnefs of faith (hould be adminiftered to 
them : — And, 

' That this great privilege is confirmed and con- 
tinued to believers under the gofpei ; or that the 
infant children of believers are to b^Vyd\f6s&!^% 
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On this laft propofitionwe remarked, that every 
ipiritual privilege once granted to the church bjr 
its great King and Head, remains in full force unnl 
repealed. That this privilege is not repealed, and 
that the command of God is new on all true believ- 
ers to give up their infant offspring to him in cov- 
enant, to receive the fign. of the covenant, and feal 
of the righteoufnefs of faith. 

We examined what the Baptifts fay, to prove 
that this privilege is repealed, by the gofpel, viz. 
that this covenant belonged to the Jewifli difpenfa- 
tion which is done away by Chrift. — This reafon- 
ing we found to be inconclufive — ^we called you to 
diftinguifli between a difpenfation and the bleffings 
difpcnfed — and fliowed that the covetiant of pronN 
ife, containing the privilege for which We contend, 
never did belong to the Jewifli difpenfation, but 
that the latter was added four hundred and thirty 
years after, and when it was taken away, the cov- 
enant, command, arid promife, with all their fpirit- 
ual privileges and bleffings, came under the gofpel 
confirmed to true believers. Thus the bleflSng of 
Abraham is now come on the Gentiles. 

We proceed to remark, that though the Jewifh 
difpenfation be aboliflied— though circumcifion be 
done away, yet the grant is not repealed — the priv- 
ilege remains to believers — the command is in full 
force, and fince baptifm is the circumcifion of 
Chrift, and a feal of the righteoufnefs of faith, 
through the adminiftration of this, the blefling of 
Abranam may now come upon the Gentiles. Some, 
to prove that this privilege is now repealed, and 
that infants are cut off from the church by the 
gofpel, bring Matth. iii. 8, 9. Bring jfbrth^ 
therefore^ fruits meet for repentaoce : And think 
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not to fay >vithin yourfelves, we have Abraham to 
our father : for I fay unto you, that God is able of 
thefe ftones to raife up children unto Abraham.** 
^ Upon this I would iiiake the following obferva-. 
tions. 

1. The infants of believers are here either in* 
tended, or not intended. If infants are not fpoken 
of in^this place, it is nothing to the purpole, for 
which it is cited. But Ihould any fay, that the in- 
fants of believers are here intended, and are by this 
cut off from the church as well as others, it will al- 
fo as certainly follow, according to verfes 10 — 12. 

■ That fince they cannot brmg forth fruit, they 
will alfo be hewn down, and caft into unquencha- 
ble fire.** 

2. The truth is this, adult perfons only are in-, 
tended by John in this addreft. They are trees 
full grown, which rauft bring forth good fruit, or 
be excluded the church by the gofpel, and be hewn 
dowji, and caft into unquenchable fire. — ^The Phar- 

>ifee8 and Sadducees prefumed that they had a good 
light to baptifm, merely becaufe they were the 
xiicoral feed of Abraham. But John (hewed them, 
that under the gofpel this would be of no avail to 
adultg, who do not bring forth good fruit. 
This implies what we contend for, that all who 
bring forth fruit meet for repentance, fhould, un« 
^er toe gofpel, inherit the covenant-blefling of Fa- 
ther Abrateon. 

Others think that, what the apoftle fays, in his 
"einfUe to the Hebrews,* refpefting God*s making 
51 new covenant and deftroying the old, folly re- 
XHsalt tbe gianty command and pxotD^e icyt ycxL^ 

HebMWtt viiL 7« S« 9. 
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we contend. But it will be evident to any one, at 
leaft to every impartial mind, who attentively reads 
this and the following chapter, that the apoftle 
here refers only to the law given at Sinai, or the 
Jewifli difpenfation. This, we have proved, may 
be aboliflied, and the privileges which God had be- 
fore granted his church, with the command by 
which they were enforced, remain unafFedlcd. 
"Whatever, in the Jewifli difpenfation, was defigned 
by the old covenant, which was taken away, it 
could not difannul the covenant which was before 
confirmed in Chrift, it could not fo difannul it, as 
to make void any of the Ipiritual privileges and 
bleflings. For thefe wxre before confirmed in 
Chrift to believers.— (Gal. iii. 17.) 

It alfo appears from this whole cpiftle, that the 
apoftle was laboring to convince the Jews, that 
God's defign in the abolition of the Sinaic econo- 
my, containing many coftly, carnal, and bloody or- 
dinances, and a worldly fanftuary, was to make 
way for the gofpel difpenfation, a difpenfation 
which, inftead of contracting the bleflings and priv- 
ileges of his dear people, fliould eftablifli them on 
a better foundation, with great additions, and flicuJd 
increafe their fpiritual bleflings in[ heavenly places 
in Chrift Jefus. Here certainly can be nothing 
like a repeal of the grant made to Abraham. It is 
worthy of particular notice, that in giving a view of 
the new covenant, the apoftle makes ufe of the lame 
exprefEon which God mfed with Abraham. Bjr 
this he doubtleCs intended to fliew, that the privi- 
leges granted to Abraham are confirmed and con- 
tinued to believers under the gofpel. 
But if the Abrahamic \>kff\tv^ xtJ^^OLm^ infants 
is confirmed SiU^ CQViV^\y^^ "^^^^^ 



[ 91 .3 



gofpel, it is moft certain that the command alfa 
comes clothed with all the weight of the vaftly fu- 
perior light and grace which diftinguifh the gofpel 
difpenfation. We may, with much greater propri- 
ety, infift, that the Baptifts fliould point out a re- 
peal of this command — that they fhould point out 
an expi^cfs prohibition of infant-baptifm in the New 
Teftament, with much greater propriety, I fay, 
tlian they can demand or us a new command for a 
privilege once granted to the church, a privilege 
always enjoyed before, and a privilege fo clearly 
eftabliflied and continued to believers under the 
gofpel. We cannot, we dare not give up this priv- 
ilege of believers without^ fome exprefs warrant 
from God. An exprefs command from him is as 
neceffary to nullify^ as to eftablifli a pofitive infti- 
tution, to revoke as to grant a privilege to the 
church. — ^I'he Chriftian church thus underftood 
it, and both circumcifion and baptifm were at firft 
adminiftered together even to the Gentiles, till cir- 
cumcifion was exprefsly prohibited by infpiration, 
and baptifm alone eftabliflied in the church, as the 
fign of thfe covenant, and feal of the righteoufnefs 
of faith. But there is no prohibition of the privi- 
lege granted to the church, refpefting their infant 
-feed; it, therefore, remains to believers under the 
fanftion of the divine command, and is fealed to 
them for their children ia the ordinance of baptifm* 
We have no neceiQity of a new command, fmce 
baptifm is now the feal of the righteoufnefs of that 
faith by which we become the jfeed of- Abraham, 
and heirs according to the promife. We mighty 
with the greateft propriety, reft the controverfy 
here, for the Baptifts cannot fliew any prohibition 
of this privilege in the facred fcriptureS'-rb^UsM^ 
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and be baptized refpefts adult perfons in the firft 
inflance, and their offspring through them, as is 
proved. If the grant is no where repealed, it is 
moft certainly continued to believers under the gof- ' 
pel difpenfation. But in addition to this, we think 
it is eafy to ftiew, that this privilege is confirmed 
to believers in many places in the New Teftament. 
We have fliewn from fcripture, that God did grant 
this privilege unto Abraham as the father of be- 
liever5, and that he did command that infuits 
fliould be received into the vifible church with their 
parents, and eniniiied, that thefral of the righteouf- 
nefs of faitli be adminiftered to them. When, 
therefore, \vc find the apoftle declaring, that they 
^ho are of the faith are tlie children of Abraham,* 
that ihcy are blefled v/ith faithful Abrahani,t that 
the blelling of Abraham is come on the Gentiles 
^ through Jefus Chriil, (Gal. iii. 14.) and thai de« 

cidnii^, II! our test, tnat it ye be Chrill's th6fl aM f 4 
Abraham's feed, and heirs according to the prom- 
ife ; we muft firmly believe that this Abrahamic 
privilege or blcffing, as well as othersr, is confirmed 
to believers under the gofpel difpenfati©n. , 

The apoftle, in his epiftle to the Romans, af- 
firms very clearly, by a ftriking fimilitude; that the 
Gentile believers were to enjoy, at leaft, the fpirit-* i 
ual privileges and bleflings granted to the Jewiih j 
church, Romans, xi. 1 6, 1 7. " For if the firft fiiiit j 
be holy, the lump is alfo holy : and if the root be J 
holy, fo are the branches. — And if fome of the | 
branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild ! 
olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with ! 
them partakeft of the root and fatnefs of the oEve 
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tree/' For whether by the root is meant Jefus^ 
Chrift, or Abraham, and by the olive tree is un- 
derftood the church, or the covenant, yet being 
grafted in by faith they partook of the root and 
fatnefs of the olive tree. — ^This cannot be under- 
ftood of the enjoyment of any thing fliort of the 
fame fpiritual privileges and bleffings, of which the 
Jews were deprived. But the Jews once enjoyed • 
this Abrahamic privilege refpe£ting infants, and 
are now deprived of it by their unbeHef. If Gen- 
tile believers, under the gofpel, are cut oflF from 
the privilege of having their infant oflFspring admit* 
ted with them' into the vifible church by baptifm, 
then though they partake of the root, yet are they 
(rut off from the fatnefs of the olive tree — a con- 
• fequence \vhich is both unnatural and abfurd. It 
h evidently contrary to the apoftle's defign ; and 
it greatly weakens, if ndt wholly deftroys the force 
ef his reafoning in this pbce. Ourbleffed Saviour 
very feverely reproved ihofe difciples who forbad 
that little children fhould be brought to him, that 
they might receive his blefling. On that occafion, 
he gave them a command, which may be con- 
fidered as binding upon all his difciples. He re- 
^ed, " fufFer little children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not ; for, faid he, of fuch is the king- 
dom of God Or, in other words, fuch as are 
brought to me by faith for my bleffing, belong to- 
my -church, or kingdom on' earth. The order* 
which immediately follows refpefting the admiffion 
of adult members into this kingdom, feems to fa- 
vor this fenfe of the words, (Mark, x. 14, 15.) 
This command alfo feems to be a plain confirma- 
tion of the former privilege granted to ^^'cs^^V^. 
Thus the apoflle learned of CWi^, v^xxx-^vX. ^^iv^ 

12 
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Corinthians, (1 Cor. vii, 14. and onward) that if 
either parent was a believer, the children were, by 
God's appointment, fet apart for him, or confe- 
cratcd, as the word, tranilated holy, often fignifies 
in the facred oracles. 

To bring the matter to a point— That the in- 
fant children of believers are to be baptized, is -a 
neceflary confequence of the proportions which 
have been already eftablii(hed. In whatever light 
vre take them, either together or feparately, it will 
clearly follow, that the infant children of believ- 
ers are to be baptized. God granted unto Abra* 
ham, as the father of believers, that infants {houFd 
be received into the vifible church with their pa* 
rents J and he alfo commanded that the feal of tike 
righteoufnefs of faith fliould be adminiflered unto 
them. But we have proved that this great priv- 
ilege is, under the gofpel, confirmed and con- 
tinued to believers, confequently the infants o£ 
believers, under the gofpel, are to be received into 
the vifible church with their parents, and, by the 
command of God, muft have the feal of the- 
righteoufiiefs of faith given to them, which is the 
chriftian circumcifion or^baptifm.^ 

1. God did grant unto Abraham, as the father 
of believers, that infants ftould be received into the 
^jfible church with their parents. All true be- 
hevers, under the gofpel, are Abraham's feed, and 
%s his children they are the true heirs, in Chrifl,. 
of this privilege, therefore, by the divine appoint- 
ment, their infant children muft be received into 
the vifible church with them, and are to be cir- 
cumcifed with the circumcifion of Chrift j or, in 
ether words, they muft be baptized*. 
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i. God commanded that the feal of the righ- 
teoufi^eis of fisuth Ibould be adminiftered to infants, 
who are received into the church with their pa- 
rent^. Circumcifion was once this feal in the 
church, but, under the gofpel, baptifm is the feal 
oiF the righteoufnefs of faith ; therefore, by divine 
appointment, baptifm muft be adminiftered to thofe 
mtoits, who are admitted into the church with 
their parents imder the gofpel difpenfation. 

S. The great privilege, that infant children 
fhouid be received into the church with their pa- 
rents, and have the fign of the covenant, the feal 
of the righteoufnefs of faith, adminiftered to them, 
is, under the gofpel, confirmed and continued to 
beliefvers. Hence it clearly follows, fince baptifm 
is the feal of the righteoufnefs of faith, that when 
adult perfons, upon their repentance and faith, 
are admitted into the gofpel church, their infant 
children are to be received with them, and to be 
baptized. Thus the apoftle Peter, on the day of 
?entecoft, in the application of that moft fuccefsful 
fermon, applies the promife exadtly to this purpofe. 
He enforces on his afFefted audience the gofpel 
call to repentance, faith and chriftian baptifm, by 
this ineftimable privilege. Afls, ii. 38, 39. Then 
Peter faid unto them, Rjspent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jefus Chrift fon 
the remiflion of fins, and ye fhall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghoft. For the promife is unto you, 
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God fhall call.'* It 
may not be improper here to take notice of fome 
other paffages of the facred fcriptures, which may- 
be confidered as direft proofs of infant baptifm. 
The commiQion of our bleffe^^ ?>W\cw "^ssss. 
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point, claims our firft attention. Matt, xxviii. 19. 
Though it is brought by the Baptifts as an objec- 
tion ; yet, properly confidered, I think it is' fo far , 
from' being in their favor, that it will aflFord a 
convincing proof of our doftrine to any perfon 
free from prepofleffions. 

1 . The apoftles were commanded to go out into 
all the world. Till then they had been confined 
to the Jews, and both circumcifion and baptifm 
were adminiftered to thofe who embraced the gof- 
pel, and to their infants. There was not the leaft 
hint antecedent to this, that infants were to be ex- 
cluded, but much to the contrary, as has been 
fliewn. The apoftles themfelves did not know that 
it would be lawful for them to go out to the Gen- 
tiles ; much lefs that infants, as the Baptifts alSert, 
were to be cut off from this privilege in the gof- 
pel church. They were here commanded to teach 
all nations, and preach the gofpel to every crea- 
ture. It is probable that even the Baptifts do not 
imagine, that this immediately refpefts infants, as 
to the external teaching and preaching of the " word, 
they being wholly incapable of this. But it certain- 
ly does fome way refpeft them. The words are 
plain — ^I'he command is exprefs — Go teach all 
nations — Go preach the gofpel to every creature.- 
Surely our Saviour, who fo tenderly took the dear 
little ones into his gracious arms, who fo afFeftion- 
ately blefled them, I fay furely he did not forget 
them on this ipoft intereflfing occafion — Surely he 
was not ignorant of the tender feelings — Surely he 
was not a ftranger to the pious breathings of the pa- 
rental heart of his dear people in ages past. On 
tliis occafion, when the life of a thoufand poor Ifli- 
nuelites was at ftake, lie xvo\. iorc^oM^w ihe 
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burft of Abraham's fatherly heart, " Oh, that 
Ifhmael might live before thee Gen. xvii. 18. 
Nor was the compaflionate Saviour infenfible to 
thofe pious parental defires of true believers to- ' 
wards their infant offspring through all future ages, 
much lefs can any fuppofe, that he excludes them 
irom the race of intelligent creatures, to whom 
*the apoftles were to preach the gofpel. We muft 
either deny that they are part of all nations— -we 
ihuft alfo either deny that they are rational crea- 
tures, or we muft fuppofe that they are fome ho^f 
included in the apoftle's miffion, 

2. The apoftles are hereby commanded, to teach 
frmtheteufate J to d^ciple dill uatlons, an^ preach 
the gofpel to every creature. Since then it is cer- 
tain, that the teaching and preaching of the gofpel 
does fome way refpeft infants, I confefe, upon th« 
Baptift's plan, I am utterly at a lofs how to un- 
derftand ft, unlefs it be wKoUy to exclude them 
from chraitian baptifm, from the chyrch, and from 
heaven ; and either to ftrike them out of exiftenct? 
all together, or to plunge them headlong into eter- 
nal damnation. But if we underftand the corar 
miffion in the plain and natural fenfe, according to 
the circumftances in which-it was fpoken, as an 
boneft, pious Jew would take it, and as it is clear 
the apoftles underftood it, the whole matter is plain. 
The teaching and preaching of the gofpel, were to 
difciple infants by baptifm with their believing 
parents, as had been a common known cuftom 
among the Jews, when they profelyted a heathen to 
the true religion. 

The commiffion was exprefs — ^It was very eafy 
to be underftood by thofe to whom it was given-— 
fince they were weU acquainted with the commaxid 
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by which infants were to be received into the church 
with their parents — fince they knew this had al- 
ways been the practice — and fmce they had never 
heard any thing to the contrary drop from the blef- 
fed lips of their divine mafter, but much in favor of 
fuch h'ttle ones, was it poffible for them to under- 
ftand it in fuch a manner, as to exclude the infants 
of believers from the church and from baptifm ? 

Upon the whole, it is with me beyond all doubt 
that the apoftles fo underftood their blefled mafter, 
as fully to warrant and oblige them to receive in- 
fants into the vifible church with their believing pa- 
rents, and baptize them. Agreeably to this they 
raftifed, when it is faid that Lydia and her houf- 
old were baptized — when the jailer and all his 
were baptized, and- when Paul baptized the houfe 
of Stephanus, &c. It thus continued, no doubt, 
through the apoftolic age ; and from the beft ac- 
count we have in hiftory, infant baptifm was gene- 
rally, if not univerfally, praftifed in the church 
more than twelve hundred years, though much 
corrupted. Notwithftanding fome have fmce call- 
ed it in queftion, yet, through all this long fpace 
of time, there was no church or fociety of chriftians 
which denied infant baptifm, except thofe .who de- 
nied all baptifm with water. W e have a particu- 
'lar authentic hiftory, both of the firft rife and prog- 
refs of this feft that denied infant baptifm. Jt firft 
appeared in Germany at the place called Munfter, 
foon after the reformation from Popery. 

If we grant, as the Baptifts aflert, that infant- 
baptifm was neither allowed nor pra6lifed by the 
church in the apoftolic age, it is utterly inipoflible 
that it fhould have been introduced in any fubfe- 
quent period of the church. They, therefore^ 
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might as well affert that it never has been praftifed. 

Let us now candidly examine this matter. — Somcf 
confidently affirm, that this praftice was firft intro- 
duced into the church in the dark days of Popery. 
This cannot poflibly be true. It is eafy to fhew 
from the moft authentic writers in thofe times, that 
it was praftifed in the church long before ; and, if 
I miftake not, fome of the Baptift writers themes, 
felves allow that it was praclifed in the African^ 
church before the dari period of Popery* But be 
this as it may, it was not then firft introduced into 
the church. If it was not the pradice in the apof- 
ties' day, it muft have begun in fome of the fuc- 
ceeding ages before Popery. — It is generally allow- 
ed that it commonlv prevailed through all the 
churches after the lourth century. Mr. Tombs, 
on the part of the Baptifts,* exprcfsly fays, that St. 
Auftin*s authority carried it in the following ages 
almoft without control j but St. Auftiu moft fol- 
^mnly profelTes, that he never heard of any in his 
time that oppofed infant-baptifm. We have only 
the four firft centuiies to examine. We are cer- 
tain that the practice was firft begun in one of them. 
Let us, therefore, go back and fee if we can' pofG- 
bly find when it was firft introduced into the 
cUurch. — Our brethren, the Baptifts, are, with us, 
equally interefted in this inquiry. St. Auftin, who 
lived in the fourth century, fpeaHs of it as prevail- 
ing in his day ; and that it was not decreed by any 
council, but had been ever in ufe. The fanie au- 
Aor, in his difpute with the Pelagians about orig- 
inal fin, brings infant-baptifm as an unanfwerable 
proof of original corruption. This was about 

•Part l,Se€^M 
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A. 2>. 590. We alfo have a number of writers 
through the whole of this century, who fpeak of 
infant-baptifm, but fay nothing of its introduftion. 
As Siricius, A. D. 384, St. Ambrofe S74, Gregi, 
Nazianzen 360, Optatus 306, the Council of EK- 
berius 305, and many others, mention infant-bap- * 
-^r tifm as a thing in common ufe in the church. Thus, 
fee, it was not firit introduced in the fourth 
l^ntury.* 

In the third century, there are feveral remark- 
able teftimonies concerning infant baptifm, wh ich 
make it very evident that it was not firft intro- 
duced in that day. About the'^middle of this cen- 
tury Cyprian called a council of fixty fix minifters 
or bifliops on this queftion, " Whether infants 
might be baptized before they were eight days 
old ?'* This council unanimoufly agreed, there 
was no neceffity for fuch a delay. In confequence 
of this, a letter, which was figned by Cyprian, 
was written to the churches, to notify to them the 
refult of their deliberation, 

Origen, who was bom lefs than an hundred 
years after the apoftles, and flourifh'fed in the be- 
ginning of this century, fpeaks often of infant bap- 
tifm in his homilies on Original Sin, as an eftab* 
lifhed pradice in the church. In one place he ex- 
prefsly fays, that the church had a traditional order 
from the apoftles to give baptifm to infants. This 
clearly (hews, that ini^t baptifm was then an ufage 
in the <:hurch. TertuUian alfo, who lived about 
the fame time, mentions infant baptifm as no nov- ' 
elty in his day. He pleads for the delaying of the* 
baptifm of inrants on account only of the <langer " 

♦ mOory of Jnfaat Baptifia« part 1, (^ka|^l^%«tA Oafc 1^ 
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which might attend the introduftion of fponfors. 
This can properly apply only inthofe cafes, where 
parents were unbelievers, or were fick. Jacob 
Pamelius obferves, in his ^Annotations on this 
place, that Tertullian had reference to fuch.* 

From thefe obfervations, it is clear that infant 
baptifm. was not firft introduced either in the third 
or fourth century. It certainly was not introduced 
in the fourth, becaufe we find Ihui the third— nei- 
ther in the third, becaufe it is twM. iQpoken of as 
a common undifputed pradice. ffftWfatj[uuy is 
now reduced to the limfcs only of two ''^^feiMuri^^ 
and it is clear to me, that infant baptifm mtrflMiatfb 
been introduced into the chriftian church in one or 
the other. Let us now carefully examine the mat- 
ter with refpeft to the fecond century, the agef 
that immediately fpUowed the apoftles and firft 
minifters of Jefus Chrift. 

All the immediate fucceffors of the apoftles 
muft perfonally know, what was the praftice of 
the apoftles themfelves. The churches alfo muft 
know whether their infants were baptized or not. 
If the minifters and churches knew that infant 
baptifm had never been praftized by the apoftles, 
it is utterly impoflible that it ftioijjid then have 
been introduced into the church without making 
great difturbance. It muft have met with the 
greateft oppofition, both from the minifters and 
churches, of primitive zeal and purity. W ere that 
faft, is it credible that we fliould not have heard 
fomething.of it, when fome of the writings of thofe 
Fathers.have come down to us? — Two of them 
are frequently mentioned on this fubje£t, but not 
a word that there was any controvcrfy in the 

• Dr. Forbjlius- Hift. •r\keiAciC3* 
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church refpefting infant baptlfm, Ireneus, who 
flourifhed about the middle of this century, was 
acquainted \i-ith Polycarp, St. John's dilciple, and 
alfo faw and converfed with thofe who had feen 
Jefus Chrift. He mentioned infant baptifin as no 
matter of difpute. 'Reckoning up feveral forts of 
perfons who were born again unto God, he ex- 
prefsly mentioned ii^fents among them. It is natu- 
rally fuppofed th^Ae there muft mean their being 
bom of th&^^i^r or baptized, as many of the 
Fathers Qpf^e word in this fenfe, as infants 
i^uldiljpNe evidence of no 'other regeneration. 
'^him Martyr, who is fuppofed to have been 
bom about thirty years after the death of our . 
bleffed Saviour, in his Apology, written in the 
y^r 140, mentions perfons who were difcipled 
to Chrift in infancy. He alfo fpeaks of baptifms 
being to us inftead of circumcifion. Ignatius 
lived in the end of the firft century. He converfed 
with the apoftles, and fuffered martyrdom under 
Trajan, A. D. 107.* But from none of thefe 
have we a word refpedHng the firft rife of infant 
baptifm in their day. Since we have now purfued 
our inquiry back to the firft century without fuc- 
cefs, I would juft make one remark here on the 
whole." ' If infant baptifm is fuch a grofs error and 
corruption — ^if its introduftion deftroys the very 
being of the churchy it is utterly incredible, if not j 
impoffible, that the praftice of it could have ob- ; 
tained, either in the fecond, third, or fourth cei>- ' 
turies, without its rife and progrefs being mention- ' 
ed, or even that there were ever fuch heretics in 
the .world. This remark obtains great weight 
when we confider that St. Auftin, in the dofe of 

• Dr. YorbftM Bift.'T\\toVci^. 
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the fourth century, wrote a book, giving a partic- 
ular account of all fefts that were, or ever had 
been in the church — (he enumerates eighty-eight 
with their feveral tenets,) — And when we find, in 
the writings of the Fathers, an account of all the 
particular errors, and fmalleft departures from the 
Ikith and praftice once eftabliflied in the church, 
we are reduced to this dilemma, either that infant 
baptifm was- introduced into the church in the 
fir ft century by the apoftles th^Shfelves, or that 
it never has been praftifed in any a|{e of the world. 
— ^The latter is contrary to known h&. The 
former is the truth, and it is the very d(>6bitie 
propofed to be -illuftrated and eftabliihed by this 
difcourfe. I fliall now conclude with a few re- 
marks. 

1. We have both fcripture command and ex- 
ample, for receiving infants of believers into the 
vifible church with their parents, and for adminif- 
tering to them thefeal of the righteoufnefs of faith. 
This command and this example from Abraham 
the father of the faithful, evidently run through 
the whole of the Old and New Teftaments. When 
Chrift came and fulfilled the law and. the prophets, 
he confirmed the covenant of promlfe, he enlarged 
it with greater privileges, and he continued it to 
believers under il\e glorious gj^fpel, as examples of 
infant baptifm. We alfo have the evident pradice 
of all the churches of Chrift in ages of the greateft 
zeal and purity. Thofe who deny that there is 
either command or example for this. praftice,ought 
firft to point out from authentic hiftory, a church 
or fociety of chriftians, within twelve hundred 

Zears of the apoftles, who did not praclife infant 



2. ThoTe who deny infant baptifm hare no juft 
ground for breaking off from all the churches of 
Chrift on this account ; and much lefs for efteem- 
ing themfelves the only true church in the world. 
For though they hold this to be an error, yet it is 
not fuch as to fubvert the foundation, nor indeed 
lias it always been their fentiments, as appears by a 
confeffion of the faith of a hundred churches of 
their communion.* Awful have been the confe- 
^uences of this Ifeparation, and, perhaps, nothing 
tamifhed the gtory of the reformation from Pope- 
ry more than the conduS of its firft founders. 
Thofe, therefore, who, in the prefent day would 
break off from other churches of Chrift and join 
this feparate communion, ought firft well to con- 
fider the nature of the a^on, left they be involved 
in the awful guilt of many generations. On the 
whole, it is high time that all party zeal was ban- 
iflied from the church of Chrift, and that all de- 
nominations were united in the common caufe. 
The day of the Lord is at hand. In the mean 
time, let us give up ourfelves and all ours to God 
and to his difpofal— let us take hold of the cove- 
nant through Jefus Chrift, and thankfully enjoy 
the privileges —let us plead the promifes for our* 
felves and our children — and finally, let us wait pa- 
tiently for his coming and kingdom, who will then 
areveal his righteous judgment, and reward every 
man according to his works. 



* printed m Loadoa, 1699. 



SERMON V. 



BELIEVERS AND THEIR OFFSPRING IN 
COVENANT VJTITH GOD. 



ACTS; II. 39; 
For the p-romise rs unto tou, and to your 

CHILDREN,. AND TO ALL THAT ARE AFAR 
OFF, EVEN AS MANY AS THE LORD OUR GoX>- 
SHALL CALL, 

In the former part of this chapter, we 
have an account of that wonderful out-pouring of 
the Holy Ghoft up»n the apoftles on the day of 
Pentecoft. hi the context we have Peter's folemn 
addrefs to the mixed multitude, coUefted together 
on that occafion, in which the apoftle proves to 
them that Jefus Chrift, whom they had taken, and 
by wicked hands crucified and fiain, was the 
Son of God, the true Moffiah and Saviour of the 
world. And he folemn iy teftifies that God had 
raifed him from the dead, and had exalted him at 
his right hand, whofe blood they had impioufly 
raiprecated ou themfelvcs, and on their children. 
Under a fenCe of this guilt the^ n^'^"^^ ^dOc.v!$vX^ 
K.2 
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the heart, and, under awful apprehenfions of the 
divine wrath, in agonies of diftrefs they cried cut, 
men, brethren, what Jloall we do ? The apoftle 
then called them to repent of their fins — ^to em- 
brace the gofpel, and to be baptized in the name 
of Jcfus Chrift, as the only way to efcape thg di- 
vine wrath, which was coming on that wicked gen- 
eration, and as the only way to enjoy the bleffingt 
and privileges of the golpel difpenfation. This call 
they enforced by the weighty argument in our 
text. " For the promife is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many 
as tlie Lord our God fhall call.*' 

It is generally fuppofcd that this declaration re- 
fpefts both Jjws and Gentiles. The promife is to 
\()u, and to your children. This refpeils thofe 
who were of the Jewifh religion. The promife is 
to them who are afar off, when God ftiall call them, 
and to their children. This is fuppofed to have 
rofcrer.cc to the Gentiles, who fhould alfo be gath- 
ered into the church by the gofpel, and fhould then 
enjoy the bleliings and privileges of the covenant 
of promife with God's p-jople. 

We have feen in the preceding difcourfe, that all 
who believe are Abraham's feed, and heirs accord- 
ing to th* promife ; and that, by divine appoint- 
ment, the infant children of fuch are to be received 
with their parents, and to be baptiz?d. But it has 
been afked, what advantage is this to parrtits, or to 
t'leir children ? To give an anfwer to this quef- 
t fliall be the fubj of ray prtfent difcourfe. 
] lliall, therefore, now endeavor, by divine ailift- 
ance, to fliew, 

I. What the covenant of promife contains for 
hL]h\\n^ parents with rcfpcdl to themfelves. 
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IL What it contains for them with refpefl to 
their children. 

IIL Shew how parents may have an intereft in 
this covenant, and enjoy its peculiar bleffings and 
privileges for themfelves, and for their children. 

!• Under this head I do not propofe to fpeak of 
thofe bleflings which are common to believers in 
general, but only of thofe which are peculiar to 
them as parents. It is highly reafonable to fuppofe, 
that as they have a peculiar truft and charge, they 
alfo (hould have fpecial afGftance, and particular 
bleffings and privileges. The apoftle fays, they are 
bleffed with faithful Abraham. Believing parents 
being heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jefus Chrift, 
have not only their fins forgiven ; they have not 
only God for their God, for their father and por- 
tion—they have not only Jefus Chrift for their Sav- 
iour, the Holy Spirit for their Sanftifier ; but, in 
the firft place, they alfo have the great privilege, 
that their infant children fhould be confidered as 
in covenant with them. That this is a great privi- 
lege, every parental feeling is ready to acknowledge. 
It was before proved and illuftrated, that under ev- 
ery difpenfation of the covenant, this has been 
granted to believing parents, as God faid to Abra- 
ham, the father of believers, " I will be a God to 
thee and to thy feed after thee.** 

It muft certainly be confidered as a great favor 
to the parent, that the great and good God fhould 
thus.graciouily mention their infant offspring in the 
covenant with them. By this he doubtlefs intend- 
ed to fhew his condefcending grace and mercy to 
his people, that they might be encouraged in the 
£uthful difcharge oi their important truft. 



2. The covenant of promife, as has been prov- 
ed ill the former difcourfe, contains, for believing 
parents, the privilege of giving up their children to 
God in baptifm, through Jefus Chrift.— This is a 
great favor in every refpeft, but efpecially, that 
by faith believers may thus bring their infants tc^ 
the compaffionate Saviour for his blefling^the Sa- 
viour who is ever prefent in his ordinances. When 
thus given to him, they may always with freedom^ 
in their prayers, bring them to the throne of free 
covenant-grace and mercy ; they may, with hope, 
commit them to God's fatherly care ; and they 
may, by faith, take hold of the covenant of his own 
appoincment, and plead its bleflings for them, as for 
their own fouls. 

3. Another privilege this promife contains for 
parents is, that their children, in their infant and 
moft helplefs ft ate, may be, with them, members of 
the church. They may here confider them, in a 
peculiar fenfe, not their own, but the children of 
the houfehold of faith. They may confider them 
the Lord's property, and that they are to be 
brought up for hini. TTiefe rcfleSions will not 
only ftrengthen all their obligations, but atfo great* 
ly fweeten all their care and labor. They adBTord,. 
to believing parents, a fovereign balm for all their 
wounds, and a fweet cordial for all their fears 
foefting their dear infant-children. How wonder- 
nil are the condefcending grace and goodnefs of 
God to his dear people ! But how vile the ingrati- 
tude and unbelief of the human heart ! 

4. This promife contams, for believing par- 
ents, all needed wifdom and grace to bring their 
offspring up for God, while he continues them un-- 
der tbdr care. How often do parents find their 



[ 109 ] 



flrength fail in trying circumftances refpefling them 
even in their infant-ilate ? But what a bleffing have 
they in the covenant ! Here is ftrength and affif- 
tance ^ and, indeed, they never fail of obtaining a 
recruit when they come here by faith. In the ri- 
per years of their children how often do they find 
that they lack both wifdom and. grace to give them 
inftruAion, to reftrain them from evil practices, and 
to bring them up for God ? But here is both gnice 
and wifdq^l in ftore. Here they may come. ire«ly 
by faith, and obtain m'^rcy, wifdom and grace to 
help in every time of need. God fays, in the cov- 
enant of promife, I will be a God to thee, O be- 
lievmg parent ! The promife is to thee in the char- 
Si£ter of a parent, and contains every bleffing and 
grace neceffary for the education of your children, 
who are devoted to his fervice. Thefe blefliugs 
ajre treafured up in Chrift to be communicated to 
all thofe parents who come to God for them by 
faith — by that faith which takes hold of the cove- 
nant — which works by love, and is produftive of 
new obedience. Ignorant and unbelieving parents 
may thmk lightly of all thefe bleflings, but they 
mull certainly be exceeding precious to him who 
has been made fenfible what it is to be without God 
in the world — to him who is fenfible what it is to 
have a covenant-God and father through Jefus 
Chrift, and to him who knows what it is by faith to 
plead the precious promifes for his own foul. — How 
iupporting to the tender, faithful, parental heart, 
when ready to fmk under a view of the many evils 
which are thickly fcattered in the vale of tears, 
through which their dear child tauft pafs ! How 
fupporting, I fay, are thefe covenant-bleflings, ef- 
pecially when parents can take hol^ \)ckft. wi^-? 



Rant, and, by faith, obfcun grace to inftruft, warn, 
and guard their children, and thus cheerfully com- 
mit them to the holy keeping and difpofal of a 
heavenly father. 

5. In this promife tliere is abundant mercy to 
make their prayers, iiiftruftions and corrections ef- 
feftual. Here' is not only grace to make them 
faithful, but mercy to render them fuccefsful.— 
Pious parents, when they confider the total deprav- 
ity of the human heart— when they fee that the im- 
agination of the thoughts of the heart is evil, and 
CHily evil continually, and when, upon a fmall tri- 
al, they perceive the obftinacy of their children, 
then they are exceedingly apt to be difcouF* 
aged. But the promife contains grace foverei^ 
and powerful enough to fubdue the moft ftubbom 
will, and to break the hardeft heart. — Here is mer- 
cy fufficient to make the weak, but faithful and per- 
fevering endeavors of pious parents fuccefsful, on 
the moft finifhed piece of human corruption.— God 
fays, " I know Abraham, that he will command 
his children, anil his houfchold after him, and they 
floall keep the way of the Lord — Gen. xviii. 19» 
'1 rain up a child in the way he fhould go, and when 
he is old he will not depart from it" — ^Prov. xxii. 
6. The Lord himfelf anfwers for the event. To 
tliis fource faindng believers ought always to Ipok» 
Faithful Parents, who have given their children to 
God in covenant^ may undoubtedly depend on the 
all-fufEcient mercy of a covenant-keeping God. Is 
this no advantage to parents ? Is there no peculiar 
bleffing for them who have given up themfdves 
and their children to God in covenant ? Is there 
no fuitable I encouragement — ^no particular afiif* 
fi»iicefpr tl)en|iiip^tlu& covenant) which is fo well 
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ordered in all things and fure ? — But here let me 
obferve, that as thefe covenant-bleflings are fpiritu- 
al — the fpiritual perfon only can enjoy them. They 
are fo little attended to, and underftood, and fo lit- 
tle believed even by pious people in the prefent day, 
that we need not wonder they have fo little appar- 
ent eflfeft ; and efpecially when fo few parents take 
hold of the covenant truly by faith, and are zQive 
and diligent in the ufe of all thofe means by which 
God communicates the covenanted-bleffings to his 
people. 

Sixthly^ a7id lajily — Should it pleafe God to take 
away the infants of believers by death, the promife 
gives them full liberty, by faith, to commit, through 
Jefus Chrift, tlreir intents, as their own fouls, into 
their heavenly Father's hands. — ^To this great priv- 
ilege they are undoubted heirs, as children of Abra- 
ham. No favor, perhaps, could be more grateful 
to the feelings, no bleffing more fuitable to the de- 
fires, and no privilege could more exaftly corref- 
pond, than this, with the wiflies of a pious parent, 
in fuch an affeding fituation. O parent ! behold 
the grace and coridefcending goodnefs of a cove- 
nant-God and Father. 

11. I am to fhew, what are the promifes and 
bleffings contained in this covenant, for believing 
parents, refpefting their children. 

Firji-^xv their infant and moft hclplefs ftate, 
tbejr are admitted into Chrift*s family on earth— 
This is no fmall privilege. How great would you 
think the favor to your children, to be taken into 
the family of an earthly king ? But the church is 
the houfhold of faith, the family of the king of 
kings. Here are the richeft promifes, and greateft 
bklings, and here is a fouxvdbxlc^^loT 



fangulne expeftatlons. In this fituation they are 
intcreftcd in all the public prayers for the welfare 
of the church, and they ought to be always re- 
membered in the private and fecret petitions of all 
God*s people. 

Secondly — ^I'he God of Abraham is their God— 
The promife is to believing parents, and to their 
children. " I will be a God to thee and to thy 
feed.'* This is certainly an ineftimable bleflSng 
of the covenant, which believers have for their in- 
fants. God, therefore, will preferve them through 
the dangers of their inftint ft ate, or will take them 
to himfelf. All this is doubtlefs implied in his 
being their God. For if believers are, by the di- 
vine command, to give their infants to God, and 
they in obedience, do give them up to him as he 
hath appointed, will he not accept them ? He 
certainly will, and through Jefus Chrift, he doubt- 
lefe becomes their God in life, agreeably to the 
tenor of the gracious covenant. But to fuch as die 
in an infant ftate, he is forever a God and portion.* 
Thus only can this be an everlafting covenant re- 
fpefHng fuch, and in this view alone his mercy to 
them endureth forever. Thofe, therefore, who 
believe that the promife contains any thing refpeft- 
ing the infants of believers, who die in their infant 
ftate, can hardly doubt of its fecuring to them the 
faving bleflings of the covenant in the eternal 
world. What bleflings are here for the dying inr 
fants of believers ? bleflings infinitely rich— infi- 
nitely free ! — This is not a new fentiment — It was 
holden, and firmly believed by the raoft zealous 
and pious ancient fathers in the church. 

Should thefe infants, on the contrary, live and 
advance to the ftate of childhood » tliere are ftill 
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great bleffings for them in this gracious covenant. 

Firji — ^That grace, promifed to believing parents 
to make, them faithful, has fomc fpecial reference 
to children in thisftate. If believing parents have 
grace to be faithful, this is a great blcfling, not to 
parents only, but alio in a very fpecial manner to 
their children : It gives them the advantage of 
their faithful pious inftrudion. 

S^fc«<i/j^-^Believing parents, refpefting their 
children in this ftate, have the promife of the blef- 
fing to attend faithful inftrudion and difcipline. 
Prov. xxii. 6 — xxiii. 13, 14— xx. 7. "Train up 
a child in the way he ftiould go, and when he is 
old he will not depart from it — Withhold not cor- 
redion from the c-hild \ for if thou beateft him 
with a rod, he Jhall not die — ^Thou flialt beat him 
with the rod, and Jhall deliver his foul from hell. 
The juft man walketh in his integrity ; his chiU 
dren are blejfed after him.*' What precious prom- 
ifes ! What unfpeakable bleffings for their chil- 
dren ! If God gracioufly grants his bleffing to at- 
tend the faithful care of pious parents, this will 
certainly make it effectual, and lay a glorious 
foundation for their children's ufeftdnefs here, and 
for their eternal felicity in the world to come. 
This has often been the cafe, and it is more than 
probable always will be the cafe, where parents 
take hold of the covenant, and are perfeveringly 
faithftil in their inftrudion and difcipline towards 
their children, agreeably to the following paflages 
of facred fcripture. — " And I will eftablifh my 
covenant between me and thee, and thy feed after 
thee, in their generations for an everlafting cove- 
nant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy feed after 
diee. For I know him, that he will coxslxsv^wI Vs\^ 

1. 
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children, and his houfhold after him, and they 
Jhall keep the way of the Lord, to do juftice and 
judgment, that the Lord jndy bring upon Abraham 
that which he haih fpokcn of him'* — Gen, xvii. 
7. and xviii. " So then they which be of faith 
are bleffed with faithful Abraham. That the blef- 
fing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles 
through Jefus Chrift, that we might receive the 
promife of the fpirit through faith" — Gal. iii. 9 — 
14. " For I the Lord love judgment, I hate rob- 
bery for burnt oflFering ; and / will direft their 
work in truth, and I willrndke an everlaftinjg cove- 
nant with them ; and their feed Jhall be kfio^n 
among the Gentiles, and their offspring among the 
people : all that fee them jhall acknowledge them^ 
that they are the feed which the Lord hath bleffed. 
They Jhall not lobor in vain^ nor bring forth for 
trouble : for they are the feed of the blefled of the 
Lord, and their offspring with themJ* Ifaiah Ixi. 8, 
9. and Ixv. 23. 

Thirdly — In this ftate the children of believers, 
in covenant, are alfo under the care, watch, and . 
difcipline of the church. This alfo is no fmall 
privilege. And where the church is faithful, it 
jnoft certainly is a very great bleffing ; not only^ 
as a powerful incitement to faithfulnels in parents/ 
but alfo as it adds great weight to their parental 
i|iftru£Uon and difcipline. 

In this age, human nature is capable of the moft ' 
deep and lafting impreffions. The foundation of 
a future life of virtue or vice, and confeqAently of , 
happinefs or mifery, is much oftener laid in child- 
hood than is generally imagined.— In this age, 
therefore, to have our children under the care, 
warcjfi, and difcipline ot ^lL\e \V\xx^iv-^^4er the 
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faithful inftruftion of pious parents, attended with 
divine affi fiance and blefling, muft be confidered, 
by every ferious and enlightened mind, as advan-^ 
tages unfpeakably great— as privileges rnqft im- 
portant and precious. 

Fourthly — ^In childhood alfo they have a fpeoial 
intereft in the prayers of the church and people of 
God. As members with their parents, they are 
included in all the prayers which are made for the 
church throughout the whole world. How great 
an advantage this may be none can tell. When 
we confider, that God is pleafed to beftow the 
greateft bleffings in anfwe^ to the prayers of his 
dear people ; and when we confider, that the ef- 
fedtual fervent prayer of the righteous availeth . 
much, James, v. 16. we muft confider this is no 
fmall privilege: 

In adult age there are ftill peculiar privilege* 
and bleffings for the children of believers, unlefs 
they have cut themfelves oflF by their wickednef?, 
or nave been excluded by the difcipline of the 
church. 

Though the ax is now laid at the root of the 
tree, and every tree that brlngeth not forth gopd 
fruit muft finally be. hewn down ; and though 
Something more is required of them, as adulj^, - 
that they may enjoy all the privileges of the church, 
yet they are ftill under the care and difcipline of 
the church. This is undoubtedly a great privilege, 
and if properly and faithfully exercifed over fuch 
by the church, may aftually be to them, under di- 
vine influence, one of the greateft bleffings. They 
are under the bojids of the covenant — the facred 
ties are ftill upon them to be the Lord's — ^the way 
of fin is more hedged up from fuch, and the wa^ 
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to final deftruftion more barred. Thefe are no 
fmall advantages. — Such ftill have a fpecial intereft 
in the prayers of the church and people of God, 
which may, and will prevail, unlefs obftinately re- 
iecljj and defpifed. I'hcy muft be under great 
advantages for eternal life. Thus lifted up to heav- 
en, in point of privilege, if they perifli, they 
muft: diiTolve every facred tie— break through every 
barriv:T ; they muft burft afunder every band, and 
obftinately plunge themielves headlong into remed- 
ilefs dcftruftion. Thcfe, my brethren, arefom« 
• of rhe iucftimable bleflings and privileges of the 
rovF.nant of promife, in which believing parents, 
f')r thonifolvc s, and for their children, are intereft- 
od. Surely they canr.ot be confidered either few, 
or fmall, by any ferlous mind ; on the contrary, I 
am ptrfuadcd that, what advantage is the covenant 
of promife ? and what profit is their in baptifm ? 
would never have been queftipns had minifters al- 
ways been faithful in difpenfing the privilege, and 
had parents and churches difcharged their refpec- 
tive ubli^iilions. 

It is, indeed, a melancholy truth, that in the pref- 
ent day, the vifibiliiy' of the peculiar bleflings of 
the covenant of promife have ahnoft difappeared. 
To this, perhaps, more than to any thing elfe, it 
may be attributed, thc t fo many parents, who hold 
to the covenant, are fo eafy in the negleft of bap- ' 
tifm i'ov their children \ and alfo, that fo many 
wholly deny infant baptifm. Had the adminiftra- 
tion of infant baptifm never been corrupted — had 
the church kept up the primitive. difcipline oveir 
both parents and children ; and efpecially, hadL 
parents always been faithful to their children, ac— 
cording to the covenant, we have the greateft affur — 
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ance, that all the peculiar covenant bleffings would 
have been enjoyed by believers and their children. 
The world would then have known that thefo are 
the feed of the hleS^d of the Lord, and their off- 
spring with them. 

Ill, I am now tp Ihew how parents may be in- 
terefted in the covenant of promife, and enjoy the 

J)eculiar bleflings and privileges of it, for them- 
elves, and their children. 
Two things here are the fubje£l of inquiry — 
1 . How parents may be interefted in the covenant 
of promife. 2. How they may enjoy the peculiar 
bleffiagvS and privileges of the covenant refpeding* 
themfiflves and tht»ir children, under the gofpel 
difpeufation. 

With refpe^l to tiie firfl:, it is clear from what 
has been faid, that parents mxxil be true believers 
in order to bi interefted in the covenant ; or in 
fcripture language, they n>uft be Chrill's, and 
conlequently Abraham's feed, to be heirs accord* 
ing to the promife. The apoftle fays exprefsly, 
" if any man have not tiie fpirit of Chrift he i» none 
of his.'* Romans, viii. 9. — Tiurctbre he is not 
iaterefted in the covenant of promife, and can have 
no right to its privileges. 

But how parents, under the gofpel, may enjoy 
all the peculiar bleflings and privileges of fuch, 
for themfelves, and for their children, muft now 
have a more particular difcuflion. 

Some, through ignorance and unbelief, rejeft 
and defpife them. Many acknowledge the cove- 
nant, and have their children, baptized, and yet da^ 
not appear to enjoy any of its fpiritual bleffings : * 
and fome, who are inttirefted in the covenant, and: 
appear really to give up their cMld^cvv \s> O^jASsiw 
L.2 
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bapiifm, yet feem to lofe the parental blefling. Pa- 
rents need all thefe promifes and bleflings— they 
arc treafurt'd up in Chrift for them — ^they are clear- 
ly jiropoled, and freely offered to them, in the cov- 
enant of promife. But O how affefting ! how dif- 
trcfling muft it be to mifs of them, whatever may 
be the caufe ! 

To illuftratc this matter, I would fuggdl a few 
things. — Parents, I befceeh you, give your moft 
fcrious attention — lo()k to God for his blefling, and 
may the Father of light give you underftanding. 
To give yourfclves and your children to God, and 
to his churchj in covenant, through Jefus Chrift, is 
nectfli;ry, in order to have an intereft in the cove- 
nant. — Covenant bkllings are given in a covenant 
way. 

Firji — To infure the enjoyment of thefe blelT- 
ings, parents muft believe, and take hold of the 
covenant. Not to bdicve is, perhaps, in God's 
view, to rejed: the covenant — not to take hold of 
it, and depend upon it, is probably to flight the 
covenant with all h.^ bK flings. This, perhaps, may 
be the very reafon, why fo few parents enjoy thefe 
peculiar parental bk flings. It is highly reafonable, 
i;nd it is agreeable to the analogy of faith, to fup- 
polt, that when God makes gracious propofals to 
parents, and thoy beli 3ve them, take hold and de- 
pend upon them, as propofed, that the bleflings are 
fure, and the enjoyment certain. 

Secondlf — Let parents go to God as to a father, 
through Chrift, and aflv thefe covenant bleflings— 
Iv't this be a continual fervent prayer. It is reafon- 
able, and, in fome refpefts, it feems neceflary to the 
very enjoyment of them, that parents fliould aft 
thcih bleffwgs of their heavenly Father^ Alkj" 



[ 119 ] 



fays the bleffed Saviour, " and ye fliall receive.** 
The apoftle James fays, " If any of you lack wif- 
dom, let him alk of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not, and it fhall be given 
him. But let him alk in faith, nothing wavering." 

^ — ^If parents, therefore, are fo ignorant of the cov- 
enant, and fo faithlefs refpedting its bleffings, that 
they do not alk for them, it is no wonder that they 
fail of their enjoyment. 

Thirdly — Let parents be faithful to the covenant 
refpefliing their children, in training them up in 
the way they Ihould go, and in bringing them up 
for God, agreeably to his will. This is of the laft 
importance, and feems to be a condition of the en- 
joyment of covenant bleffings refpefting their chil- 
dren. Barents, who are not faithful in this, do 
br^ak the covenant. They make light of the prom- 
ife, and thus lofe the bleffing. But, on the other 
hand, thofe parents, who are faithful, and bring up 
their children for God, agreeably to the tenor of 
the covenant, may depend on the enjoyment of the 
bleffings in their fuUeft extent, with regard both 

* to themfelves and their children, and witjh re- 
gard to time and eternity. Should any fay, that . 
this is carrying the matter too far, and that, by 
proving too much,,we overfet the whole, and prove 
nothing. Should any fay, that the faithfulnefs nec- 
elTary to obtain this, is wholly unattainable in this 
imperfefl: ftate. I anfwer, that the objeftion is ve- 
ry plaufible, and probably, with fome, has more 
weight than merit. But let us try its weight in a 
fimilar cafe. According to fcripture the Chriftian 
muft be faithful in order to enjoy the covenant 
bleffing for his own foul. , For the unfaithful will 
doubtUfs be.fhuj: out^ — But how is tJiU I Osi'^^'^- 
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liever in this imperfect ftate be fo faithful with re- 
fpeft to the covenant, as to enfure for himfelf the 
proniifed bleflings for time and eternity ? And why 
not in the cafe before us ? efpecially as we have no 
reafon to fuppofe, that here a greater perfeftion of 
faithfulnefs is required. 

Improvemi NT. — 1. We learn the duty of pa- 
rents, under the gofpel, refpefting their children. 
This is, in general, to fecure the covenant bleffings 
for them, by giving them to God in baptifm, and 
bringing them up for him in the gofpel way. To 
this, parents, the gofpel invites you in our text : 
" For the promife is unto you and to your children, 
. and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God (hall call.'* The church fays come 
— minifters call upon you to become heirs accord- 
ing to the covenant of promife— to be faithful, and 
infure the peculiar, parental bleflings for yourfelves 
and for your dear offspring. But to be more par- 
ticular — it is your duty, when you^ children are 
thus given up to God, to confider them his, and to 
take the moft tender care of them for him in their 
infant ftate. You ought to pray for them, and 
particularly by faith to take hold of the covenant, 
and a{k for them, and for yourfelves, the peculiar 
parental bleflings. When they are capable of in- 
flruflion, you are bound, by the moft folemn ties, 
carefully and pejfeveringly to teach them the vill 
of God, their heavenly Fathen You are to contin- 
ue in prayer both with, and for them.— It is your 
duty conftantly to fet before them good examples 
in all godlinefs and holinefb. It is your duty, a9 
parents, to reftrain them from wicked Ways— from 
wicked company, and from all dangerous and cor- 
rupdng pradices, however fa{hionabIe*-«-Whes 
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Heceffary, you ought to ufe the rod of paternal cor- 
reftion, always remembering that there is in it a 
promifed bleffing. It is alfo your duty to call, if 
neceflary, upon the church for affiftance to reftrain 
and govern your children according to the fcrip- 
tures. In all things you muft look to God for Ws 
bleffing. 

2. The duty of children, efpecially of thofe who 
are given up to God — ^It is their duty to be the 
Lord's. But to be more particular — It is your du- 
ty, O ye little ones ! the dear lambs of the flock — 
it is your duty to" obey your parents in the Lord. 
God has put you under their care, and given them 
authority over you. You are bound to receive their 
inftrudion — to hearken to their counfel — to yield 
to their reftraints, and obey their commands 
agreeably to his will. You are to be obedient to 
the calls and inftruftions of your minifter — of your 
Chriftian friends, and of the church, always re- 
membering your folemn obligations. It is your 
duty to renounce all the finful pleafures and vani- 
ties of this world — the luft of the flefli, and the 
caufe of the devil. You are under the mofl: facred 
obligations to give up yourfelves to God, through 
Jefus Chrift, to join the caui'e and people of God, 
and to devote yourfelves to his intereft and fervice 
for ever and ever. 

I tiiall now conclude with a fliort addrefs to par» 
ents and to children. 

Firji — Let me fpeak a few words to thofe pro* 
feffing parents, who deny the covenant, and infant 
baptilm. — Let me, my brethren, moft folemnly be- 
feech you impartially and candidly to examine the 
facrod fcriptures on this fubjeft. — ^With all meek- 
nefs let me entrealyou to attend^ witKo\it^t^^4v:.^^ 
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to what has been now offered to your confidera- 
tion* You may be affured it comes from a friend- 
ly heart— a heart that ardently wifhes well to you, 
and to your dear children, that you may have a 
large fliare in the peculiar parental bleflings of the 
covenant of promlfc. Confider, if you err in this 
matter, what an affefting lofs you muft fuftain, 
both as to yourfelves and your dear oiTspring. 
Confider what encouragement, affiftance and com- 
fort you are deprived of as parents — ^what cove- 
nant-privileges and bleflings for your dear little ones 
are loft for ever ! — Thefe you, as parents, ought to 
have received by faith, according to the covenant of 
promife, and fecured to them for time and eternity. 
Be cordially willing to receive the truth, and may 
the Lord give you underftanding, and to his name 
be all the glory. 

Secondly — ^Let me addrefs thofe v^ho have given 
up themfelves and their children to God in cove- 
nant. You, my dear brethren, are interefted in 
this gracious covenant — here are treafures of gbod 
things — here are precious proniifes for you, and 
^ for your children. But can you be fatisfied with 
the bare right without the enjoyment of the blef- 
fings ? If you can, you are doubtlefs of thofe who 
have a name to live but are dead. — Ye drowfy par- 
ents, let me befeech you to awake ! Confider what 
a price is put into your hands, and confider how 
much depends on your faithfulnefs ! Do your dear 
little ones look to you for temporal bleflings under 
God ? Does your diiily labor fupply their wants ?— 
In the covenant of promife God has made more 
ample provifion for their precious fouls. He has 
given you much greater encouragement to labor^ 
that you may obtain for them the meat which en- 
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dureth to eternal life. The unfaithful parent is, in 
this refpeft, cruel like the oftrich. — But I would 
hope better things of you : Be faithful to the fouls 
of your dear children, that you and they may en- 
joy the peculiar blellings of the covenant of prora- 
ife, and be truly the feed of the bleifed of the Lord. 

Thirdly — To parents who have not given up 
themfelves to God, nor their children in baptifm. — 
You have heard of the covenant of promife, pro- 
pofed to you freely, through Jefus Chrift, with all 
its bleffings ; yet, alas ! you negleO: to comply. 
Can you be eafy in this fituation ? Here are paren- 
tal bleffings — ^but where are your parental feelings ? 
Tremble left your children pepfh with you. It is 
true, they are not beyond the reach of .uncovenanf- 
ed mercy. But what will become of you, a faith- 
lefs parent ? — ^Never, never be eafy in this awful 
fituation — " Rej>ent and believe on the Lord Jefus 
Chrift ; for the promife is unto you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, ev«n as many 
as the Lord our God fliall call.'* 

Fourthly^ — To thofe children who have, from 
their infancy, been given up to God in baptifm. — 
You, my dear children, have been fet apart, in a 
peculiar manner, for God, who has been pleafed 
to diftinguifli you from others in the covenant of 
promife. He has put you under great advantages 
to know, to love, to ferve him, and to be happy 
for eva* : He has graciou^y hedged up from you 
the path of vice, and barred the broad way to de- 
ftruclion — ^and he has opened before you the path 
of virtue, and fmoothed for you the narrow way 
of life and eternal happinefs. My dear children, 
I now befeech you, know the God of your fathers : 
He is the beft of brings — He \& ^ ^o^^ ift 
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* favor is life, and bleffed are they whom he blet 
feth : Let it be your firft thing to feekthe Lord — 
You have the greateft encouragement. If you 
feek him early, you fhall find him. Remember 
you are under the ftrongeft obligations to be his. 
Receive, I befeech you, the inftru£Uons and ad* 
monitions of thofe who are over you in the Lord 
—of thofe who earneftly pray for, ajid fteadily feek 
your everlafting welfare : — Cheerfully obey your 
parents in the Lord ; — you know not how often 
they bend their knees at the throne of grace, in 
agonies of prayer, for you. Remember — oh ! do 
remember, as you grow up, that the ax is laid at 
the root of the tree. If, therefore, you do not 
bring forth good fruit you muft certainly be cut 
down, and caft into everlafting fire. Bui if, after 
all, you grow up in wickednefs, how great muft 
be your guilt, and how aggravated all your fins ? 
— Should any of you thus go on in fin with the 
wicked, and finally perilh, certainly, in the day of 
judgment, it will be more tolerable for the chil- 
dren of Sodom and Gomorrah than for you. 

Lq/i/y— One word to thofe children who are not 
given up to God in covenant by baptifin. — ^Though 
your parents have not given up themfelves, nor 
you, to God in covenant, and though you have no 
fpecial intereft in covenant bleffings and privileges, 
yet you are in a gofpel land, and have many ad- 
vantages for eternal life. You have the calls — 
the offers and invitation of the gofpel. You are 
called to give up yourfelves to God through Jefus 
Chrift. There is provifion enough in the uncove- 
nanted mercy of God. The door of mercy is open. 
If you repent and come to Chrift he will receive 
)rou^ while he regefts thote mckad cVuldrea who. 
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though they are baptized, yet ftill go on in fin, 
and defpife the God ot their fathers. Be pa;fuad- 
ed to ieek the Lord — ^be not difcouraged, for 
though you are now afar off, you may yet be 
brought nigh by the blood of Chrift. The gofpel 
is come to you. • Now is the accepted time— now 
is the day of falvatiori. The time is fliort — The 
day of grace may be foon over, and the day of 
Tsrrath may quickly be at hand. Awake — fly from 
the wrath to come. — Lay hold on the blelfed hope 
now fet before- you. Youth is a good time — It 
often is the only time, i^nd it always is the beft 
time to make your peace with God through Jefus 
Chrift. — Come then — O now come ! for all things 
are ready. "The Spirit and the Bride fay come : 
Let him that heareth fay come — and whofoever 
will, let him take of the water of life freely — ^Mafy 
the God of mercy blefs his own ^ord, and to his 
aame be all the glory for ever and ever— 



AMEN- 




SUBJECT, 

OF BEING 

BURIED WITH CHRIST IN BAPTISNt, 
ILLUSTRATED 

IN A 

SERMON, 

DELIVERED AT BYFIELD, MAY 18, 1806. 
BY REV. ELUAH PARISH, 

fjoitm or THS CavKta 4t Omut in i^at kac*. 



A 



SERMON. 

^genei^eplorab 

new cn 

COlS-^S, II. 12. 
Buried with him in Baptisak 

Religion is the beft inheritance of 
man. It fills the heart with peace, and hope, and 
joy, * JReligion aI2fts man to direO; his own pow- 
ers, and to govern his own paflions ; to fee God in 
all events, to acquiefce in fevereft trials ; to endure 
forrows, atid enjoy profperity. The fhafts of mife- 
ry are broken ; their poifon reaches not the heart, 
warmed with chriftian love. The gathering clouds 
of anxiety, which obftruft every profpefi: of d€h 
light, are fcattered by the rays, beaming froip the 
fun of rigbteoufnefs. The breaft throbbing with 
guilt and remorfe is foothed and cheered by a view 
of Calvary, and the Saviour bleeding on the crofs. 
The preient world affumes a new complexion, and 
futurity opens with undefcribable fplendor. The 
goipel appears excellent ; its doftrines reafonable,: 
and confiftent ; its duties prafticable, and pleafant ^ 
its prOmifes, fatisfying^and glorious* 
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'The adamantine heart is diflblved by the penra* 

ding influence of the gofpel ; lions and lambs are 
united ; and hoftile fpirits become friends and 
brothers. They are allied to angels ; they are in 
union with God. They are one with Chnft, as he 
is one with the father. They are the fons of God, 
are entitled to thrones of glory, and enjoy heaven, 
while on earth. Gofpel truth is the fountain of 
this felicity. But errors dar ^ous, often mingle 
• with truth ; the effefts are c Me ; the prof- 
peel is melancholy. 

Many errors incorporated ..^ the chriltian fyf- 
tem, many abfurdities, which Tbewilder the minds 
of men, have their origin in figurative exprelEons* 
Giving thefe a literal interpretation, or Ajppofing 
them to mean more than the author defigned, 
equally diverts the reader from truth and fafety, 
A mifapplication of fcripture figures has, frequent- 
ly, been the occafion of opinions, abfurd j of rites, 
fuperftitious and injurious ; of do6hines, vdcked 
and impious. The moft irrational parts of the pa- 
pal religion, the moft ridiculous rites, adopted by 
fanatics, have been the offspring of figures, mifun- 
derftood. 

In the text and context is a fucceffioti of figures, 
defigned in different ways, to illuftrate and enforce 
the fame faft. Verfe 1 1."^" In whom allb ye are 
circumcifed with the circumcifion, made without 
bandsy in putting off the body of the firis of the 
flelh by the circumcifion of Chrift." That is, in 
j)iittiiTg off the old man, you are circumcifed with- 
out hands ; the work is effefted by the Holy Spir- 
it.~You are bom again, which isr fpiritual circum- 
cifion. " Circumcifion is that of the h€art/' This 
xenewing of the Holy Spini cQi\f\&^ \\x ^vitting off 
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the body of fin, in renouncing fin, and reforming 
the. life* Or, we are "buried with him in bap- 
tilin.** As the burial of Jefus ChriH: gave evidence, 
that he had really died, the juft for the unjuft j 
tlV3tt he had yielded himfelf a facrifice for (in ; fo 
twerin our fpiritual circumcifion or baptifm, the fig- 
ure -now ufed, fliow ourfelves to be really dead to 
fin, crucified in the lufts of our minds. As Chrift, 
when buried, was dead and feparated from the 
world ; fo in regeneration we become feparate from 
fin* We are new creatures, haying put off the old 
taian. We are buried from the wicked indulgen- 
cies and purfuits of the world. 

The death, burial, and riifurredion of Chrift, 
are, not only caufes, but types and fymbols to rep- 
refent the death of our fins, our putting oflF the old 
man, and becoming new creatures.* 

No reference is made in the text to the water of 
baptifm, any more than to the knife df circumci- 
fion in the preceding verfe. The Writer is fpeak- 
ing of that baptifm, and of that alone, in which we 
" are rifen with Chrift, through the faith, which is 
the operation of God/* This certainly can be 
nothing lefs than fpiritual baptifm, or regeneration; 
for the moft violent advocate for dipping, or plunge 
ing, or burying, will not pretend, that this, necef- 
farily, is connefled with faith he will allow it 
may be po/Jible for a man to be plunged and buried 
in wafer J and yet not have " the faith, which is the 
operation of God/' If he allow this, and allow 
this he muft and will, then our text is no fupport 
of his caufe. It cannot be water baptla-^ which is 
tnentioned. 

• See Poors Syuopfis oh the t«xt, Henrjr, jidTYardj, Ci— vcU'A«i, 
Giiife; Watts, Bic 
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Were not thh rb*^ fiicc, nothing could be inferred 
refp^aing tho mode of baptifra. It would then 
only fignify that, as Chrift was buried and feparated 
from the world ; fo we in baptifm are buried and 
feparated from a world of fm. The zeal for the 
literal con(tru£tion of this figure may, perhaps, be 
extinguiflied by indalging it in other inftancet. Su 
Paul fays, " I am crucified with Chrift.** Would 
any perfon fuppofe from this, that he had been led 
.to Calvary, nailed to the crofs, and pierced by .the 
foldier*s fpear ? Chriftians are faid tp be " circum- 
cifed in Chrift.** Does any one infer from this that 



Jew^ ?. Or, becaufe chriftians are partakers of 
Chrift's fufferings,*' are all chriftians, therefore, 
betrayed by Judas, fpit upon, buffeted, and crown* 
ed with thorns ? Or, becaufe St, Paul fays the Phil- 
Uppians were his crown^^ were they, therefore^ 
formed iiito a crown of honor, and worn as a 
badg'e of future glory ? Or, becaufe the facrament 
reprefents the fufferings and death of Chrift, are 
all worthy communicants crucified ? Were our 
Baptift brethren confiftent with themfelves, fucb 
would be their explanation of theie paflages of 
fcripture. ,4. 

It immediately follows our text " wiMavein al- 
fo you were rifen witKhim throuj^ the faith of 
the operation of God, who hatl) raifed him from 
the dead.** Wherein, or in which baptifm we 
are rifen,** aftually " rifen with Chriftt>y the foith** 
which God gives to the new creature. You, who 
have this fpiritual baptifm, rife like Chrift above 
the felfifh motives, and ftnfual purfuits of a fallen 
world. You feek the kingdom of God j you af- 
pire after divine good. 



all chriftians 
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Perfons, born again, like Jefus Chrift, feparate 
their hearts from the world, and rife to a divine life. 
That this is the only true conftruQion of the text, 
may be inferred from a correfponding paffage. 
Rom vi. 4. " Therefore we are buried with lum 
by baptifm into death, that like as Chrift wa^ 
laifed -from the dead by the glory of the father, 
even- fo we alio fliould walk -in newnefs of life.** 
By fpk-itual baptifm we partake the privileges of 
Chrift*s death. By dying to fin ourielyes, as we 
do iii the new birth, we refemble Jefus Chrift iii 
Ws death, who died " to make an end of fin.'* 
As Chrift was raifed from the grave ; fo we, not 
HI wat^ baptifm, but in regeneration or fpiritual 
baptifm, are " raifed'* to walk in newnefs 6f life. 
€Hd things are done away ; all things are become 
new. If we have experienced thia fpiritual bap- 
fem, we fhall have the fpirit of Chrift. We ftall 
be feparate from the world of fin, as Chrift was in 
ttee gravcj and we fhall like him rife to a bbly, a 
h^w life. We obey a new matter, feek a new 
way offalvation, aft from new motives, to accom* 
plifii new defigns ; we choofe new companions^ 
experience new ibrrowB^ aail^aew joys. As if bu- 
ried, we axe. feparate frpm our lEbrmer lives. 

DoiMHei^ fn reger^n^ w are new creatures, 
In attending' jtollds, we IhaU'fii^ in a few partic- 
ulars that chtfltians are.new iireatures, and then 
the reafonablenefs of tins change. 

1. " Chriftians are new creatures. 

Thofe, who experience the change, mentioned 
in the text, have a new temper of heart. 

Before regeneration, they fought worldly pleaf- 
ure ; they are now mortified to the world ; they 
were before, lovers of the 'wotld^ \3ase^ 
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crucified to the world ; they before lived only for 
the world, they are now dead to the world ; they 
are " buried'* from the world. 

Once, they idolized the diftin£tions of life ; now 
they rife above thofe diilinflions ; they are inde- 
pendent of thofe diftinflions. They do not lean 
on them for their richeft felicities. Though they 
do not hate the world, nor defpife it, nor value 
it below its worth ; though with fubmii&on, they 
ftill defire its advantages, as Far as they conceive, 
their comfort or ufefukiels may be promoted ; yet 
they are patient, they are happy without them. 
Once, they made haue to be rich i they envied ; 
they coveted the fplendid dwellings, the fpacious 
polfeilions, the rich treafures of their opulent 
neighbors. Now they rejoice in the riches of 
others ; die hapi»nefs of others makes them happy. 

Once, they were not contented with a godd 
name, which is better than precious ointment j they 
fought the friendfhip, the praife, the applaufe, the 
admiration of the world. Now they iland in 
their lot ; they defpife not thofe below, nor envy 
thofe who climb. 

Once, they were haters of God } their hearts 
were enmity againfl God ; they faid in their hearts, 
" No God,** or they wilheid no God ezift^ They 
were alive, all life without a knowledge of the di- 
vine law ; but the commandment has come with 
power, ilain their corrupt pailions ; they are dead 
to fin. Now the love of God is fhed abroad in 
their hearts ; they love him with their warmeft 
affeftions. The almighty power of God is their 
ftrong tower of defence. The Lord reigneth i 
they arc fafe and happy, he will do all his pleafure, 
zna^e the wrath of man to praife him, and car^ 
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folly reftrain the remainder of wrath. This fills 
tfaeii^ with hope and faith. 

The omnifcience of God is the comfort and joy 
of good men. All their diftrefles and dangers are 
known to him ; the fofteft whifper, the raoft fecret 
wifh, muft inftantly reach his throne. This en- 
courages them, not only to play the man for their 
God, knowing that his eye is conftantly upon them ; 
but to open their hearts before him in all their 
wants. The mercy, the grace, and forbearance 
of God, opprefs pious hearts with a fenfe of obliga- 
tion. ' Often with ftrong cries, having no adequate 
words, they make known their feme of divine 
goodneis, of fparing mercy. The mercy of God, 
t» exprefled in the gofpel, fills their hearts with 
fentiments too tender and fublime for utterance. 
In filent wonder and gladnefs they contemplate 
the merits of that blood, which cleanfeth from all 
fin ; thev love God ; they delight in God with 
all their nearts. 

Inftead of rolling fin as a fweet morfel under 
their tongues ; inftead of faying to others, ftand 
by, I am hoUer than thou inftead of thanking 
God, that they are not as other men, they loathe 
smd abhor themfelves ; they feel themfelves, the 
chief of finners ; they jud^ and condemn them- 
felves ; they repent m duft and afhes. Oh veretch- 
ed men that we are, they cry, who fhall deliver 
U8 from the body of this death ? When we would ' 
do good, evil is prefent with us. We are more 
bnatilh than any men ; we have not the under- 
ftanding of men. We wall accept the punifliment 
of ouriins ; we will bear die indignation of the 
Loid. Wherefore fliould living men complain for 
tbeyuniflixnaDtof theirfiiu.^' \ a \ v 
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Thofe, bom again, inftead of defiring JefuB 
Chrift to depart out of their coaft, view him a& al- 
together lovely, choofe him as their city of refuge, 
their ark of fafety, their hiding place from the ftorm- 
To them Jefus Chrift is precious. They give up 
all other hopes ; they facrifice all! other dependen- 
ces. Jefus Chrift is the Lord, their rightecaifnefs. 
Their expreffive language is, " Lord we believe, 
help thou our unbelief/* 

Their motives are changed. Before they had 
put off the old man, they were them/elves the obje£b 
of all their defires, their love, their purfuits^ They 
had no affedion, more generous; 'no d«iign,.aiore 
elevated; no wifh^ more noble, -than to promote 
their own intereft. Natural mea' love their own^ 
fcives ; they look every one t)ii his own things* 
Batmen renewed by the Holy Ghoft have the; 
charity, which feeketh not h^r own. . Wh»:the 
honor of God feemeth expoibd, like the caiptem 
of Ifrael, they folicitoufly enquire of jfiod, What 
wilt thou do unto thy great name?V .^M am- con- 
cerned for the honor of .thy namie ; -wik thou aoc 
^ proteA thine own glory. ??' Ok the trembling 
mount of Sinai their lawgiver had ex^refled, the 
fame dignified fentiments. When God was threbti* 
ening to confume*' his people Mofes enqui^es^ 

"Wlierelfof e Ihould the 'Egyptians fpeidk aibd fay, 
for mifchi^iiA he bring them'out to flay thenar ia 
the mountains, and to confutnie them front .the ficC' 
of the earth V " Why fliould the ruin of Ifrael. 
caufethy reditude td be decried and. re^oddked. 
among the heathen 

Men» born again, buried witU Chrift,;haire aJfo » ' 
concern for the good txT iOthers>. fdr thii^ialkppite&l 
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iiupaffioned interceffions of Abram in behalf of Sod- 
om, exprefs the fympathetic, benevolent folicitude 
of pious fouls. He prays, that the people may be 
fpared, that they may be fpared for the fake of fif- 
ty righteous ; he then prays they may be fpared 
for the fake of forty and five ; that they may be 
fpared for the fake of forty, for the fake of thirty, 
for twenty, for ten. Abram was fafe himfelf, his 
dwellings, his flocks and herds, were fecure from 
danger ; yet was he concerned, and afflifted, and 
diftrefled for his neighbors, expofed to the anger of 
God. Such is the fpirit of renewed men. They 
have the fpirit of Chrifl:. He loved us and died for 
us, while we were enemies ; fo do his people love 
their enemies, blefs thofe, who curfe them, and do 
good to them, who defpitefully ufe them, and perfe- 
cute them. They pity their wicked enemies ; f hey are 
concerned for their welfare ; they are alarmed at 
their dangers. Often when they fee their enemies 
indulging refentment, or other malignant paflionsj 
they long to cry out, like Paul to the jailor, " Do 
thyfelf no harm/* Such are the feelings of {hou& 
parents, neighbors, and minifters ; with bleeding 
hearts are they often ready to exclaim to thqjfe, 
who unreafonably oppofe themfelves, " Do thyfelf 
no harm " do not deftroy thy precious foul.'* 

The great objeft of thofe, bom again, is to an- 
fwer the purpofes of their exiflence. They defire 
to honor God, to build up his caufe, to promote 
his religion, to extend the triumphs of his gofpel, 
to comfort and eftablifti his people, to convince and 
perfuade his enemies, to fanftify and fave their owa 
ibuls. United to God, and the caufe of God, they 
are one with Chrift ; they are one themfelves ; they 
have one motive, one fpirit, one 5a\\Vv^ oxia Ocv^ctv^^'^x 

N 



2. The conduit of thofe, buried with Chrift, or 
born again, is changed. 

Such are new creatures. Their internal baptifm, 
wrought " by the operation of God/' produces a 
irifible reformation. 

How different is the vifible appearance of St, 
Paul, a meffenger of the gofpel, from Saul the 
Pharifee. Then was he furioufly haling men and 
women to prifon ; then could he aflift in the exe- 
cution, and cxuh in the dying agonies of a holy 
martyn Now is he ready to fpend and be fpent in 
the caufe of Jefus ; now all things are lofs and 
drofs, compared with the knowledge of Jefus 
Chrift ; now he could wifh himfelf accufed, that 
his brethren might receive this divine redeemer. 

See Zacheus, while a colleftor of the revenue, 
abufmg, and defrauding, and felfely ^iccufing his 
fellow citizens. See this fame Zacheus, exercifing 
the faith of the gofpel, fitting at the feet of Jefus, 
making ample reftitution for all his frauds, and 
doing to others, as he would wifh others to do to 
him. 

See the Jailor, while a man of the world, " thruft- 
ing the difciples into the inner prifon, making their 
feet doubly faft in the ftocks," exercifing the utmoft 
rigor of the law. See the fame Jailor, experiencing 
the change mentioned in the text, he waflies the 
ftripes of the difciples ; like the good Samaritan, 
he pours in wine and oil, to heal their wognds ; Hke 
his divine Lord he binds up the broken hearted, 
he opens the prifon to them that were bound ; he 
gives liberty to his captives. He fpreads his table ; 
he fets meat before them. He does them good, be- 
caufe they are the difciples of Jefus, 
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. Nor does he confult " with flefli and blood 
he waits not to confult his neareft friends ; he waits 
not to go abroad to Enon or Jordan ; but the fame 
hour of the nighty before he fpreads his generous 
table, he and his family arc baptized. . 

Thofe, who are buried and rifen with Chrift, 
are prepared to worfbip God in the beauty of holi- 
nefs, to do good to all men, efpecially to the houf- 
hold of faith, 

Obferve the man of prayer. Alone he con- 
verfes with his heavenly father ; in public he in- 
creafes the folemnity of the congregation. At one 
time he whifpers a feeble wjfli at the throne of 
mercy. At another time his defircs kindle, his 
religious affeftions glow ; his prayer is ardent, 
importunate, impallioned, and reliftlefs ; he cries, 

I will not let thee go, unlefs thou blcfs me," 
Such are the fait of the earth ; the light of the 
world. . 

We are fecondly to fhow the reafonablenefs of 
this charafter, or of this change. 

1 . This change of character is reafonable, be- 
caufe God requires it. 

He is a God of wifdom, and by him aftioris are 
weighed. In wifdom hath he made and direfted 
all things, and in his wifdom, he hath required 
this change. He commands men to make them 
new hearts, to repent, and believe in Jefus Chrift. 
He hath commanded men to turn their feet into 
the paths of his teftimonies, to love the Lord God 
with all their hearts, to be crucified to the world, 
and dead to fm. He hath commanded all men to 
be holy in all manner of converfation, to -be per- 
feft as he is perfefl:. Here is fufficient evidence 
that the change of our hearts U ^ x^-^cscciW^. 
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2. The change we have confidered muft be rea- 
fonable, becaufe it tends to the general good. 

True religion breathes glory to God, peace on 
earth, and good will to men. True religion is 
in union witn all the attributes and w^orks of God. 
She cordially approves the plan, formed in eternity ; 
fhe labors to ^arir it into execution. All things 
were created by God and for him, to promote the 
honor , of his majefty. Religion approves, admires, 
and adores the wifdom of God, and her devout 
prayer is, " glorify thyfelf, roll on thine unchange- 
able purpofes, and do all thy pleafure." She joins 
in the fongs of angels ; fhe unites in the labors 
of God. 

This change of heart is a reafonable duty, be* 
caufe it faves the foul from ruin ; it gives peace 
and falvation. The wicked and all, who forget 
God, (hall be turned into hell. The impenitent 
and unbelieving muft have their portion in the 
lake, which burneth with fire and brimftone. In the 
day of judgment they muft depart accurfed into 
everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels. Faith, which is the operation of God, de- 
livers the foul from this dcftruftion, the thought of 
which is fo diftrefling and overwhelming. This 
faith works by leve, and purifies the heart ; it is 
connefted with the wifdom, which cometh down 
from above. The ways of wifdom are pleafant* 
The godly have great peace of mind. The forrow 
of the world worketh death, but bleffed are "they 
who mourn with pious forrow. Bleffed are the 
pure in heart ; they ftiall fee God. He that be- 
lieveth fhall be faved. 

4. The change of heart, contemplated, ^i$ rea- 
fonable, becaufe God has fuYTv\ft\ed ^th all the 
"^^wal powers, needful for tuetv^. Ocvaxv^^^ 
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God has given us a mind to know, a confcience 
to feel what is right and wrong, a judgment to 
weigh confequences, a heart to will according ta 
our pleafure. We have all the powers and facul- 
ties, neceflary to produce this new character and 
life, God gives us a power of choofing and refu- 
flng. He commands us to make us a new heart.. 
We may choofe the good and refufe the eviL It is, 
therefore, reafonable in God to fay, " choofe ye 
this day whom ye will ferve ; if the Lord be God^ 
follow him.'* It is reafonable for him to com- 
mand all men every where to repent. 

REFLECTIONS. 

I. We fee how great a bleffing is a new hearti 
A new heart, or that internal baptifm, whick is the 
operation of God, " is more precious than rubies.'* 
Such favored perfons, like Chrift, have been cruci- 
fied ; they are dead and " buried' ' to fin. They 
are rifen with Chrift to a new life. They are chil- 
dren of God, and heirs of his promifes ; they are 
joint heirs with Jefiis Chrift, Their names are in 
the book of life* They are called, juftlfied, fanc- 
tified, and will be faved. They poifefs that pearl, - 
which is of great price ; they have chofen the good 
part, which fhall never be taken from them. 

Had they been admitted to fail on the tide of 
pleafure, that tide would have fallen, or they would 
have been wrecked on fome frightful coaft, tor- 
tured with the pangs of felf reproach, remorfe, and 
defpair. 

Had they rioted in wealth, this might have taken 
wing in a moment, or their hearts might have fick* 
ened at their own luxuries, and their foleadors^ 

Ha 
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ceafed to charm. Had reputation and honor been 
their portion, this, like^a cloud of the morning, 
might have fuddenly vaniflied from fight ; but a 
new heart is an inheritance more permanent than 
the everlafting hills, a portion, more fatisfying, 
than all the kingdoms of this world. 

2. We may fee the importance of literature to 
found theology. 

Not to mention more important reafons, th^ 
figurative expreflions of fcrlpture render philolog- 
ical ftudies necelTary to every divine. Authors of 
all countries and ages ufe figures, bat none are 
more bold than thofe of the facred fcriptures. The 
writers of thefe holy pages difplay a boldnefs of 
conception, a loftinefs of fancy, unrivalled by the 
bards and orators of other countries. Homer, a 
fun among earthly luminaries, "his* eye with the 
fine phrenzy rolling,'* fuppofes the vengeance of 
Jupiter will make a mountain tremble ; but in the 
cool, difpaffionate narratives of the prophets, " by 
the prefence of the Lord," or by the diftant 
" voice of the Lord,** " the everlafting mountains 
are fcattered, the perpetual hills bow.** " Lebanon 
and Sirion ftip like unicorns.** " The iflands and 
mountains are not found.** 

Illiterate men are peculiarly liable to make ab- 
furd explanations of figures ; the more frequent 
and the more bold the figures, the more danger 
from illiterate teachers. 

Figurative exprefEons often agree with the ob- 
jeft to be illuftrated only in one point. Chrift is 
reprefented as a " lion,** as coming like a " thief.*' 
Is he, therefore, cruel, or does he take what is riot 
his own ? Such bold figures may be perverted in 
ji /hocking and impious manaer. \v \JaKt^fe\:^^ 
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ofinfinite importance to the Church of Chrift, to 
the chriftian religion, to the caufe of God, to the 
fouls of men, that thofe, who publicly explain 
io-ipture, fliould be men of literature, mQn ac- 
quainted with language and the principles of good 
writing. It is hazardous ; it is prefumptuous for 
the man, imperfeftly acquainted with his mother 
tongue, to explain volumes, written in other Ian- 
guages, in other countries, in other ages, and in a 
different ftate of fociety, often referring to cuf- 
toms and manners, unknown to thofe illiterate 
teachers. Thofe circumftances, unavoidably, give 
a peculiar complexion to thefe writings, and call 
for correfponding information in thofe, who ex- 
plain them. .What then are the profpefts of that 
denomination whofe religious teachers, with few 
exceptions, are illiterate men, unacquainted with 
the ftrufture of languages, and the rules of good 
writing.* 

* Not the leaft poifible unTrindnefs is entertained againfl our wortliy 
Baptin brethren. Wiieu tliey preach evangelical truth we are pleafed i 
but when they criticife langiiaje^ ; wlieu they torture fcrinuire figures ; 
when they violently extort meanings, unknovm to the smaent church, 
the truth muft be told. 

If any are jealous our reprcfentatioa is not juft, we refer them to 
MoHiiem, vol. 4. He fays " 'rhe aiiabaptifts. however divided on oth- 
er fubjetib, were agreed in their notions cf learning and phllofophy, 
which in former times they unaiiiraoufly tonlidered, as the pefts of the 
chriilian church, and as highly detrimental to the progrefs q£ true relig- 
ion and virtue." In another place he f^iys, ** T he general Baptifts, or at 
thfty are cal! *d by fjme, tlie antipafcdobaptifrsj are for the moftpart per- 
fone oi meaM conUitious, and almoft totally df>(Htute of learning and 
knowledge. They profefs a contempt for eru.I den and fcience.** We 
are happy in luppo(m^» the people here defcribod arc conQderably im« 
proved, thaL iheit piejuJiccs againft a learne-.l miniriiy are giving way 
to jufter views. The grradual improvement of on r a^untry, the eftab- 
liflimjat of a college ander their direction, the .ti'^able emulation of 
fome of their niinifteis to accjuire ufeful fcieuct hope are harbingen 
of a brighter day, when the walls, which fcpa/aic cli w^an brethren, will 
be broken do ;7n. Probably the denomination have rece.vvel'fcswA'a^ 
raaiage in the courfe of a century or two Iswa W^w^ cwijgt*^ 



Would a prudent man lo far trifle with his 
as io entruft it with phyficians of fuch chara£ber ? 
Will he be more indifferent refpeding his fpiritual 
healtlj, and apply to fuch teachers to explain to hipi 
the word of eternal life ? 

In the fourth century Audeus taught, that God 
had the fhape of a man. His proof was, " Let us 
make man in our image." St. John fays, " He 
[Chrift] fliall baptize you with the Holy Ghoft and 
with The Selucians and Hermians under* 
ftood this literally, and maintained that material 
fire was necelTary in the adminiflration of baptifm.. 
Valeniinus, like our Baptifts, rebaptizcd thofe, who 
had received baptifm out of his feft, and drew tiem 
through the fire. Heraclian, cited by Clemens AI- 
exandrinus, fays that fome applied a red hot iron to 
the ears of the baptized. St. Paul fays we are bu- 
ried with Chrill in baptifm. This alfo has been 
underftood literally ; but fuch perfons forget that 
to be confiftent, on their plan, they /hould contin- 
ue " buried" three days and three nights, the time 
Chrift lay in the earth. Should any objeft that this 
would drown them, the baptift, in his way of treat- 
ing figures, would have an eafy anfwer, and readi- 
ly prove that drowning was the very de fign of bap- 
tifm. Rom. vl. 4. " Wo arc buried with him by bap- 
tifm into his death." We are not merely buri- 
ed, for this is only a part, any more than fprinkling, 
but we are buried to death, " buried into his 

death." Thus he has fcripture for drowning all 

. ' \ . 

\ .'■ 

tlonal preachers joining them, who had received diplomas from feme c^l- 
le^e. This muft, howev '^, be one of their minor advantages, for when was 
it known that the Jiftir.ptiifhed memhers of a party deferted ? Men con- 
fcious of inferiority to tncir brethren, in literature and talents, have a 

powerful /^rm/'failo/r 'o apoflatize, and join, a party, where their relativt 

ffreatnels will be advanced. 



" 

'^bm he 'baptizes, and precifely as much fcripture 
for drowning, as for burying. The very fame paf- 
fage, might he fay, which commands burying, com- 
mands drowning, commands " death.'* 

In the prefent mode of plunging, the refemblance 
. is almoft entirely loft. What i$ the refemblance 
^between laying a dead body in a rock, covering it 
with a great ftone, fealing it in a folemn manner ; 
all things continuing in this ftate, three days and , 
three nights ; what is the refemblance between this, 
and fuddenly plunging a living body into water, and 
inftantly lifting it out of the water. What poffible 
likenefs is there between a living per/on in the nmier^ 
and a dead body in a rocki The fimilitude is little 
better than that of the blind man, who fuppofed 
the light of the fun was like the noife of a cannon. 
We have accordingly endeavored to fhow in the in- 
troduftion, that the elegant fcholar, the chriftian 
orator of Tarfus, had no thought of any fuch re- 
femblance ; his object was to (how that in regener- 
ation or fpiritual baptifm, which is /oHowed " with 
newnefs of life" or a new life, " through faith 
which is the operation of God," we are dead and 
buried to fm, and raifed or made alive to God, as 
Chrift was. The evident defign of the text is to 
illuftrate the preceding verfe, which fpeaks of fpir- 
itual circumcifion made without hands. This bap^ 
Irfm is that by which we are raifed with Chriji ; 
but in water baptifm we are not always raifed with 
Chrift, If men are plunged they may generiUy be 
raifed from the water ; but this has no nec^flary 
connexion with " rifing with Chrift." This bap- 
tifm is alfo effeded through faith which is the op- 
eration of God ;" but a man may be raifed out of 
m ocean of water, every d^^ \vv&\\^^^ •^^^^ 
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main deftitute of faith ; therefore, the text hainb 
reference to water baptifm. In thefe remarks may 
be feen the importanceof literature to found divinity. 
Ignorance is the parent of error. 

3. The excellence of the chriftian charafter 
fliows the divine oi i^^inal of the chriftian f yftem. 

The gofpel when it h:is due influence on the 
mind produces a new life, a new creature. His 
heart breathes a new temper, and his life is adorn- 
ed with new aftions. Can any fiction of men pro- 
duce fuch an eflect ? Has any fyftem of human 
philofophy or religion been found ad(Kiu:\te to fuch 
a purpofe ? Will the facrificis of Pagans, will the 
fplendid fanci.?s of Mahometans produce fuch a 
glorious change in the human mind ? Let all the 
fyftems of human philofophy and religion combine 
and exert their united energy on one man, they 
never can efFedt fuch a change of charafter ; they 
never can form a humble difciple of Jefus Chrift. 
They may prefent us a Tally, a Socrates, or a 
Cato ; but they never can form a Nathaniel with- 
out guile, a Jofeph without refentment,- nor a Dan- 
iel without ambition. All the tires of philcrfophy 
and falfe religion do not furnifti a fpark of that 
inextinguifliable zeal, which inceflantly glowed ia 
the bofom of St. Paul. 

4. Do not the excellent eflFe£ks of internal bap- 
tifm, and that " faith which is the operation of 
God," reprove many chriftian profelTors ? 

Ye are, my friends, crucified, and dead, and 
buried with Chrift. Like him ftiould you be fepa* 
r.ite from fin, holy, harmlefs, and undefiled. Like 
him fhould you v/alk with God. Yet how often da 
many poll ute rheir hearts with worldly affeOions, their 
jjps with worldly conver[2kUou^^\\A.\.Wvc Uaads with 
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ly conduft. How often do they defcend from 
ihe elevated dignity of the chriftian charafter to be 
-weak in virtue as other men. Inftead of being 
crucified with - Chrift, they feem like Judas to be 
alive to worldly gain. Tnftead of being dead to 
the world, they feem almoft ready to barter fu- 
ture glory for human applaufe. Defcending from 
their high communion with God, they feek felicity 
in the beggarly elemqpts of this world. By fuch 
profeflbrs Chrift is wounded in the houfe of his 
friends. He knocks, he cries for entrance at the 
door of their hearts, his head wet with the dew, 
and his locks with the drops of the night. Such 
profeflbrs not only forfake their firft love, wound 
their own peace, diftrefs their own confciences, 
and cloud their own hopes of eternal life ; but by 
their backfliding, the gofpel is reproached,~fmners 
are prejudiced and hardened in their fins, the peo- 
ple of God are afflifted and difcouraged, and the 
holy fpirit is grieved from our churches. 

5. From the charafter of God's people v/e fee 
how natural it is for them to commiine together. 

Charafters, who are alike, always harmonize. 
Perfons united in Jefus Chrift, as neceflarily have 
fellowfhip, as fimilar founds are always in unifon. 
It is the comfort and joy of chriftians to commune 
in the truths of God's word, in the duties of life, 
and in the inftitutions of religion. 

It is, therefore, an objeft of defire, and a pur- 
fuit of life with the people of God,a£tually to hold 
communTon in devout converfation, in religious 
fervices, and in all the things of God. This is one 
- reafon why they are glad to hear their friends 
fay, " let us go up to the houfe of the Lord, and 
enquire in his holy temple." ^ 
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God alfo commands his people to commur 
gether, efpecially in the ordinance of " the ftip^ 
per.*' This do in remembrance of me." Of* 
what unhallowed violence then are thofe guilty, 
who fcparate the children of God, who fay to one 
part of their chriftian brethren, " ftand by, while 
v§e fit down at our father's table. This is our fa^ 
ther*s table, and we charitably believe you to be 
the children of our father } , yet we difcard you 
from our communion, from our fociety, not for 
want of evidence, that you are real faints ; but be- 
caufe more water was applied to us in baptifm 
than to vou.'* 

So do men make themfelves believe, that a ba- 
fon, a ciftem, or a river, are efTential circumftances 
in the chriftian charafter, effential to chriftian 
privileges. May not the Roman Catholic with as 
much reafon make the fign of the crofs, neceflary 
to church communion ? So often has it been proved 
and proved, that " baptize,'' that " many waters,** 

that going to the water,** " that coming from 
the water** do not neceffarily prove plunging, that 
a mind muft be, peculiarly, organized to fuppofe, 
more proof is needed. To mfift, therefore, on 
this mode of baptifm, as neceffary to chriftian com- 
munion, is to fliow a temper, which cannot be 
miftaken, yet need not be named. 

That a mode, a ceremony, a certain quantity of 
water, or a certain extent of water on the body, 
fliould be confidered effential to chriftian commun- 
ion in the glimmering light of the fixteenth centu- 
ry, is not very ftrange ; but that fuch ideas fliould 
continue to the prefent time, is a melancholy phe- 
^ nomenon in the religious vrorld. 

% 
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_ feparate thofe children from the table of their 
evenly father, who are, confeffedly, animated 
th^^me faith, comforted with the fame hope, 
with the fame holy charafter, may 
feem more like the aufterity of a mercilefs eye fer- 
vant, than the brotherly kindnefs of a faithful ftew- 
ard. 

The corapaflionate Redeemer tqaches, that his 
children are branches of the fame vine ; is it not 
unmerciful to tear off a part -of the branches, leav- 
ing the vine, to be buffeted by the ftorms, and 
the branches to wither, and languifli, and die ? 
The copipaflionate Redeemer teaches, that his 
children are the members of his body ; is it not 
cruelty and murder by " clofe cpmmunion" to 
tear off the limbs from the body I Is it not rend- 
ing Jefus Chrift himfelf limb from limb ? Will 
not the bleeding, mangled, dying members of 
Chrift, be fwift witneffes againft fuch treatment ? 
Is it not a violent " offence'* to the little ones" 
of Chrift ; is it not diftrefs and death to that facred 
union, which exifts among the members of Chrift's 
body ? 

MJay we all, my brethren, ftudy the things, which 
make for peace ; may the watchmen of Zion lift 
up their voice in unifon, and fee eye to eye ; may 
He, who walks in the midft of the golden candle- 
fticks, bid the wildemefs and folitary place be glad, 
the defert rejoice and bloffom as the rofe, the wolf 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard with the kid, 
and the whole earth be full of the knowledge t£ 
the Lord, as the waters cover the fea* Amen. 



CONFESSION, 

, Of A TRUE Penitent ; exemplified m th* 
CASE OF Mrs. Elizabeth Jackson. Be- 
fore THE Congregational Church, m 
Williamstown, Vermont j and the Bap- 
tist Church, in said TowN-iiiiSffii^^^iJS^^r 

f pUBLlCLI3RAR 

S T A T E M E NI'Ef^f -^^Nox.v, • 

FROM REV. MR. THokimN.- 

By requeft of fome of my pious friends, 
who are cordially engaged for the promotion of 
religious truth, I ftate the following fads refpeft- 
ing Mrs* Jackson ; and atteft the truth of her 
Letter, including her confeflion, which fhe fent to 

\ the Elder and Baptift Church, where flie received)* 

/ her baptifm by immerfion.' 

Mrs. Jackson, with her hufbaad, are perfons 
of decent abilities, and approved piety ; they were 
both received into the Congregational Church, in 
Peterfliam, in MalFachufetts ; they, a few years 
ago, removed to Williamftown, in the ftate of 
Vermont, where they have fince lived ; and have 
. fupported a good and regular chriftian charaden 

[ They have conftantly attended divine worlhip, with 
their congregational brethren, when favoured with 
preaching ; but at other times, efpecially upon 
week days, have attended the miniftratioa of the 



Baptiftt?.— In the latter part of the paft win 
in the fpring following, the people's attention 
much excited in religious concerns, and preach" 
and coiiferences, were frequent — efpecially amon 
the baptifts. Mrs. Jackson's mind became un- 
ufually afFcfted and folemn. At their meeting for 
examinations and for baptifms, fhe gave evidence 
of great anxiety of mind, by fighs and tears. Upon 
beuig alked the caufe of her great diftrefs, (he re- 
plied, I am troubled about baptifm." — It is to 
be noted, that fhe had been, more than a vear be- 
fore this, by the convcrfation of a baptift, much 
conlufi^d in her mind, and almoft pc?rfuaded to give 
Vp her infant baptifm. The queflion was then put 
•unto her, whether fl^ did not feel it her privilege 
to go into the water, and be baptized ? Her reply 
was, that (he did not, then. But by the exprei- 
fions of zeal and aftedion, or through the multi- 
plicity of words, with which (he was furrounded, 
fhe not only confented to the ordinance, but re- 
ceived it then, and was received in fellowftiip with 
the baptift brethren. 

After being fenfible fhe had taken a wrong 
ftep, fhe requeued a conference with them ; that 
the path of her duty might be made clear, and 
fearing left fhe fliould make bad worfe, and there- 
by increafe the injury fhe had done the caufe of 
Chrift. But, in converfation with them, fhe be- 
came more . efbibliflied, that duty called her to ap- 
pear in the congregation of God's people, and ex- 
hibit her feelings and views of the nature of her 
paft condud. She freely prefented to me the con-, 
fefiion, and defired me to read it in public ; which 
was donq upon the firft labbath of June, 1805. 




C 153 3' 

judge, iti fuch cafes, flie gave good ev- 
godly fiacerity and brokennefs of heart, 
'I hai opportunity of converfation with 
^her upon the fubjedt. She is a perfon of an ami- 
able mind, as to her natural temper ; and has a 
good underftanding in the great truths of the ^of- 
pel ; and is far from any enthufiafm or conftitu- 
tional unfteadinefs of mind — but appears, in gene- 
ral, to deliberate well on whatever fhe does, 

LATHROP THOMPSON. 



.Williamjlown^ June 3, 1805* 
REVEREND AND BELOVED, 

I, ELIZABETH JACKSON, take this 
early opportunity to let you, my brethren and fif- 
ters of the baptift denomination, ufually meeting on 
the Eaft hill, (fo cialled) know what I have done, 
and my reafons for thus doing. 

Aft^-r I had received baptilin, in your way^ and 
on feeing my infant child, and calling to mind my 
covenant vows, in giving up myfelf to God, and to 
his Congregational Church in Peterfliam, and in 
giving up my children in baptifm ; by each and ev- 
ery of thefe tranfaftions, I put my own hand (itf 
faith, I truft) to the holy feal of Baptifm, which my 
parents firft put upon me, in my infancy ; and 
made that baptifm my own, by the aft of faith 
which I hope, God, by his gracious Spirit, gave me, 
a poor, undone finner, before I vifibly covenanted 
with my God, and his holy people. 

I SAY, reflefting upon what I had done wheii 
among you, my dear chriftiaufd^tid^^Ux^^^^x'^^^^ 
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was brq^^P^^l 



nor comfort, night nor day 'till I was 
confers my fmful folly ; and loathe — r^T^^ g 
lhameful departure from my God, and for the vio-|| 
lation of his holy covenant, whic^i J»||| trifl^^ 
with and trampled upon. 

When I had forrowed and wept, with broken- 
nefs of heart, in fecret ; and had confeffed my 
wicked departure from my God, by breaking his 
holy covenant before his people, among whom I 
love to worfliip, I found a fweet peaee return to my 
foul, which had been a ftranger to my breaft, for 
weeks* 

The Confeflion I made public yefterday, I will 
now tranfcribe to you j and wifli it may be read 
publicly among you. I a{k your forgivenefs. Oh . 
beloved, pray for me ! who am lefs than the leaft 
of all God's mercies. 

My Conffffion now follows : — 
" In my infancy I was dedicated to God, in 
baptifm, by my parents : and when I had arrived 
to adult years, (as I humbly hope) I was brought 
to embrace that righteoufnefs of faithin Chnft Jefus, 
of which water baptlfni is an outward feal ; and 
profeflhig, publicly, this my faith, and entermg m- 
to covenant with God's people, I think I under- 
ftandingly took my infant baptifm, and made it my 
.own aft; and thus acknowledged the fame faith 
' which my parents did, and of which the baptifm I 
had already received, and in my perfonal dedication 
renewed, was an outward feal. 

« But, afterwards, having fome fuggeftions of- 
fered, as th(-u ';h what my parents had done could 
not a-fwcr my duty for myfelf ; I was, for a time, 
eonficitrabl^' triod upon the fubjeft. 
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?13P* BbT, wichout t-.vie confidcration »n f Kanuniiig 
for the light ol the iciiptui'es upon tliis important 
point; in a hafty and inconflderatc nuiiiriKi', I <:.':.u- 
iented to n^ceive that ovJniancc r.gaiii, bv idimer- 
fion: in the dohig of u!ik.h, I hiuubly conr.eiv;-, I 
have not only renounced all that nry pan-Tits hi^ J 
done for me^ in baptLTni ; and what I had dor.e, by 
reccivnig it as ray bapdfm; and what 1 had done 
for my children ; Bur, alfo. 1 have trifled "vvith this 
divine inftitulion, and have broken covenant with 
Godj and have juilly offended the ?,reat Head of 
the church. T or which, I defire to takejhame to 
n::yfclf } ;ir.d to humble myfelf before God and 
men : and afl^ p.u'do and fcr^ivenefs. 

To God, I oaraeftly pray, thiit he would gra- 
cioufly pardc^n this my grievous oiTence a?;ainil 
him, and his holy inftiturlons ; and again lift on 
me, a vile fmner, the light of countenance. 1 
afk the Ibrgivenefs of all my chriftian friends, whom 
I have offended by this my hafty, wicked, and un* 
jullifiable conduct. 

" By the grace of God afTiHing me, I eng:ifre, 
toy the future, to be nior^ confederate and circum* 
Jp€6l in my walk ; aiid to honour my l=o!y' pro- 
f'elTion,by ahiunble walk with God, and Ilead'aft- 
iiefs in the fai: and order of the g(^^fpe!. 

" I fincorely aik the prayers of all God*.s ;; :?t .].>U^ 
that I may be prcfervod frora all erroars, \\\ fu 
tare ; and carefully r.dorn the doclrfne'-' and 'iiii:- 
tutions of God our Saviour, in all liiinv;;:^ ; at^-d, 
af. i.'i.ft, be found to divine acceptance. A^iiiN/' 

My chriftian brethren and llfler-5 : \ I:av;> no 
fa» h to charge upon ^rou ; — ^to myielf be ail the 
folly, lhan"^e, and guilt, I h?vve. dotv.c. Nr?\v5i5C\. -^.v^jvi^v^. 
in public retraction, from Ts, fir^oifi ii.v>^vf<?i '-^^^"^^ 



injury 1 c:\\.ri rhriil, in the vf^rii!. Riiyiivi- 
fyiir.: bo V *]v.Ji :n',:i^; ^ v.nd yr-i .-•■j 

crlvr c;:u^;\iju: :inti rlnl-ilai:?:, be baik 
i*.'.'CJjj!'^. iVi J;.' Lord ; r.vj\ Sai tin ra;_;c* i:i i iir*. -i^: 
\ I::-, iji.jiico i«* t--.,^ p= : p;'.U',e:i:CLpt his '..or.:".^" ■ v 
ant! ..♦..V)' tl--:h ?u 

i*lt- -v--/ i:;:\\oruiy) in the i:«:n-.ii:^'i! 
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